
Africans afflicted with 
HIV seek herbal salve 

NAROK, Kenya (AP) 
Jonathan Mwanza was once 

a powerful man in this rural 
town a county councilor and 
lifetime member of Kenya’s 
former ruling party. His hefty 
build spoke of wealth and 

authority. 
That was before he con- 

tracted HIV. Without access 

to anti-AIDS drugs, he wasted 

away — stripped of his 

weight, his job, his commu- 

nity standing. 
Mwanza, 56, then became 

part of a growing trend among 
Africans with AIDS: He gave 
up on government doctors 
and turned to a traditional 
healer in search of an herbal 

remedy. 
“When I started taking it, 

I improved very much,” 
Mwanza said, saying his 

weight increased from 138 

pounds to 154 pounds after 
II months of treatment. 

The development of AIDS 

drugs has made HIV infec- 
tion a manageable disease in 

Western countries, but in 

Kenya about 600 people die 
from AIDS every day because 
the expensive treatment is not 

readily available. 
lviwanza saia ne nas oeen 

able to gain weight and stay 
healthy thanks to an herbal 
mixture given to him by 
Vincent ole Yiapan, a certi- 
fied Masai traditional healer 
in Narok, 60 miles west of 
the capital, Nairobi. 

Despite pledges from the 

government and pharmaceu- 
tical companies, there are no 

signs that HIV treatment in 
rural parts of Kenya will im- 

prove soon. In Narok, there is 

no laboratory capable of as- 

sessing the severity of HIV 

patients’ conditions. 
The Kenyan government 

certifies traditional healers, 
who have to show basic health 
care skills and knowledge of 

their trade. But Kenya’s phy- 
sicians generally reject tradi- 
tional medicine as quackery. 

Leander Otieno, a profes- 
sor of medicine at the Uni- 

versity of Nairobi, said sci- 
entific research on traditional 

Kenyan treatments for AIDS 
has been negligible. The herb- 
alists’ claims “have not been 
counterchecked,” he cau- 

tioned. 
Recent studies suggest 

some Chinese herbal rem- 

edies like the dried root zicao 
can help inhibit HIV. But in 

Kenya, herbal treatments 

have widely been regarded 
by the government as little 

more than folk tradition, 
Otieno said. 

Yiapan prescribes his 

powdered blends labeled 
VI, V2 and V3 depending 
on the severity of his patients’ 
problems. He won’t reveal 
his secret recipes, but he does 

display patient files to offer 

proof of their effectiveness. 
While he doesn’t claim to 

cure HIV, he said he is con- 

vinced he helps. 
“These are particular me- 

dicinal plants that we have 

identified over the ages,” said 

Yiapan, wearing a white lab 

coat and holding up jars full 
of colorful powders. “With 

these herbal, medicinal 

plants, I know that if I mix 

two or three, they will cure a 

disease.” 
Dozens of people line up 

outside the blue and white 

shack Yiapan built in a park- 
ing lot in Narok. a Masai trad- 

ing center near the Masai 
Mara Nature Reserve. He 

uses 234 plants to treat ev- 

erything from stomach aches 
to tuberculosis. 

The 62-year-old former 
teacher said he took upthis 
parents’ vocation as a tradi- 
tional healer after he retired 

mainly because of his 

daughter’s death from AIDS 
four years ago. 

“If I knew then what I 
know now, she would have 

lived longer,” he said. 

Yiapan also lectures on 

how to prevent the spread of 
HIV and explains how in the 
absence of drugs, good nutri- 

tion and traditional herbs can 

help people live normal lives. 
And unlike AIDS drugs 

that can cost $2 a day in Kenya 
— where most people live on 

less than a dollar a day — his 
herbal treatments costs 1 cent. 

“They are cheap and there 
are no side effects,” said 
Loma Naesia, a 30-year-old 
mother of one. “When I take 

them, I feel relieved, I feel 
comfortable, I feel just OK.” 

Naesia said she lost her 

job at a tourist resort after she 
contracted HIV, and her fam- 

ily refuses to see or speak to 

her. She now works a few 
months a year as an AIDS 

counselor, barely making 
enough money to keep her 
11 -year-old daughter fed and 
in school. 

Yiapan gives HIV patients 
his herbal mixtures for next 

to nothing and makes sure 

they understand he is not cur- 

ing them. 
But some traditional heal- 

ers, like 67-year-old herbal- 
ist Harrison ole Mukya, 
charge their patients signifi- 
cant sums and claim to cure 

HIV. 
“There is no disease that 

we don’t treat,” Mukya said. 

CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS 
"YOUR COMMUNITY OF CHOICE" 

We are currently recruiting for the following positions: 

• PLANNER 
SALARY RANGE:$ 49,045 $71,115 

• RESERVE CORRECTIONS OFFICER 
TEMPORARY PART TIME SALARY RANGE: $19.55 Per Hour 

• INSPECTOR/COMBINATION INSPECTOR 
SALARY RANGE: $45,837 $66,255/$49,045 $71,115 

• TEMPORARY GOLF STARTER 
$10.00 PER HOUR 

• TEMPORARY SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD 
$8.67 PER HOUR 

• DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY II 
SALARY RANGE: $69,470 $102,468 

• ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
SALARY RANGE: $99,428 $146,301 

• LATERAL ENTRY CORRECTIONS OFFICER 
SALARY RANGE: $46,744 $67,152 

• OFFSITE CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR 
SALARY RANGE: $52,595 $76,525 
• POLICE RECORDS ASSISTANT 

SALARY RANGE: $32,048 $45,348 
• NETWORK ANALYST I 

SALARY RANGE: $56,561 $82,535 
• POLICE COMMUNICATIONS DISPATCHER 

SALARY RANGE: $40,311 $57,848 
• LATERAL POLICE OFFICER 

SALARY RANGE: $46,744 $67,152 

We invite you to visit our website for detailed information regarding 
these positions and to apply on-line. Resumes without an application, 
faxed mat’l. or postmark date not accepted: 
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CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Human Resources Dept. 
2290 McDaniel St, Ste. 1B 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 
(702) 633-1500 
Monday-Thursday; 8:00am-5:00pm 

An Affirmative Action/EEO Employer 
We hire only those individuals authorized to work in the U.S. 

FACES OF 
GRIEF 
Relatives cry over 

the body of 18-year- 
old Palestinian 
Mahmoud Nasser 

prior to his burial. 
According to 

witnesses Nasser, 
who was unarmed, 
was killed by Israeli 
army fire enforcing 
a curfew in Jenin 
on Tuesday. 

Mugabe: Bush acts like 'God' 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) Zimbabwe 

leader Robert Mugabe recently warned of 

world dominated by one superpower, accus- 

ing President Bush of acting like a “political 
god” and calling British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair “his prophet.” 

Mugabe, accused of crushing dissent in 

his own country called for the United Nations 

to be more democratic and suggested the 

United States and its allies have blocked 

efforts that might diminish their power. 
“Debate on the reform of the Security 

Council has been too long-drawn because of 

attempts calculated to protect those whose 

interests are best served by the status quo,” he 

said in a speech to the U.N. General Assem- 

bly. “Ironically, it is some of the same forces 
that since last year have been raining bombs 
and hellfire on innocent Iraqis purportedly in 

the name of democracy.” 
The 80-year-old leader said the U.S.-led 

war in Iraq and its aftermath had gone against 
U.N. values and warned of “the perils inher- 

ent in the status quo particularly with regard 
to the dominance of global politics by one 

superpower and its closest allies.” 
“We are now being coerced to accept and 

believe that a new political-cum-religious 
doctrine has arisen, namely that there is but 

one political god, George W. Bush, and Tony 
Blair is his prophet,” Mugabe said, drawing a 

small scattering of applause. 
Mugabe has ruled Zimbabwe since its 

independence from Britain in 1980. 
The south African nation has been wracked 

by political violence and economic turmoil in 

recent years as Mugabe’s government has 

seized thousands of White-owned farms for 

redistribution to Blacks. Seeking to crack 

down on dissent, the government has arrested 

opposition leaders, trade unionists and inde- 

pendent journalists. 

HELP WANTED B 
MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES! 

• SR. APPLICATIONS DEVELOPER 
2 POSITIONS 

Participates in design, dvlpmt, install, & maint of applications on Sun System & Windows 2000/XP envi- 
ronment. Exp in all aspects of the proj life cycle. Provides proj ldrshp or participates as team mbr to identify 
end user system req’mts & eval software pkgs. Looking for team mbr w/xlnt communication skills. Req’s 
grad coll/univ w/major in computer sci, MIS, or closely related fid & 5 yrs exp in systems analysis & appli- 
cations design & dvlpmt. 
Mobile Technologies position: Exp in work order processing applications on CDMA networks; mobile 
applications; application dvlpmt in SQL, Oracle, Java Script, Visual Basic, HTML/XML, Integration Tools 
& Mobile Communication Technologies; work mgmt applications, & managing lge projs. 
Business Analysis position: Exp in application dvlpmt in SQL, Oracle Dvlpmt Tools, Java Script, Report 
Creation Tools (i.e., Crystal Enterprise), HTML/XML & Integration Tools; Oracle Databases; Business 

Analysis exp in HR, Payroll, Financials & Proj Mgmt & managing lge projs. 
Salary: $68,633 $77,212 yr, DOQ, + xlnt bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Immediately. Open until filled. 

• INSPECTOR 
Performs detailed inspections of pub wks, wtrwrks & util const projs; interprets plans & specs to ensure 

const & contract compliance; prepares proj insp rpts; acts as liaison between LWWD & outside contractors 

on pipeline projs & other const or install projs. Req’s equiv to grad HS & 4 yrs exp in pub wks const, incl 
2 yrs as proj insp in wtrwks industry. Also req’s valid NV Lie & following certs or equiv are req’d w/in 1st yr 
employment: 1) Troxler cert; 2) Am Concrete Inst Cert as Fid Testing Tech, Grade I; 3) LV Valley Wtr Dist 

Trng Course Cert; & 4) NV St Health, Wtr Distribution Operator, Grade I; and 5) NICET Level II 

Underground (Water & Sewer). Ideal candidate will possess all certs listed above, however, Dist reserves the 

right to waive cert requirements for those demonstrating they can obtain req’d certs WITHIN FIRST YEAR 
OF EMPLOYMENT. 

Salary: $19.97 $25.14 hr, DOQ, + xlnt bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: Immediately. Open till filled. 

• MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT INSPECTOR 
Performs detailed inspections of multi-disciplined, technically advanced & specialized pub wks, wtrwks & 
util const projs; interprets plans, details & specs to ensure const & contract compliance; prepares detailed 

proj insp rpts; initiates the change order process; & provides tech trng to inspectors w/in the div. 

Req’ grad HS or GED & 5 yrs exp in wtrwks const insp in area(s) of specialization & advanced tech empha- 
sis on civil, structural, mechanical, electrical, electronics/instrumentation & hydraulic principles & disci- 

plines involved in complex distribution system const; or equiv combo T&E. 

Salary: $24.26 $30.54 hr, DOQ, + gen bnfts pkg. Filing Deadline: 8 am, Mon, 10/18/04. 

The application package for any of the above positions may be obtained from: 
Las Vegas Valley Water District, Human Resources Dept. 

1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, 
apply online or download at www.lwwd.com. 

Faxes and resumes will not be accepted in lieu of the required application package. 
www.lvvwd.com 
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