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SACRAMENTO
(NNPA) — There is a defi-
nite sense of patriotism asso-
ciated with the Olympic
Games, as Americans take
on the best athletes the world
has to offer, and since they
began competing, Black
Olympians have had a dual
pressure — to both represent
the red, White and blue, and
“the Black.”

African-Americans have
risen to the challenge and in
doing so, have created many
golden moments.

1904 — George Poage be-
came the first Black person
to compete in the Olympics,
being held in the United States
for the first time. He also
became the first to win a
medal (a bronze), for finish-
ing third in the 400-meter
hurdles. Poage also overcame
hurdles as one of the first
Black athletes at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.

1908 — In London, the
first gold medal awarded to
an African-American went to
John Taylor, amember of the
1,600-meter relay team.

1924 — At age 20, Cin-
cinnati native William Dehart
Hubbard became the first
African-American to win an
individual gold medal follow-
ing his performance in the
long jump in Paris.

1932 — Louise Stokes and
Tydia Pickett became the first
Black women to make an
Olympic team. They showed
up at the Games in Los Ange-
les but were replaced by
White women. The same hap-
pened to Stokes when she
made the 1936 400-meter re-
lay team.

1936 — In Berlin, Jesse
Owens gave Hitler a run for
his money, winning four gold
medalsinthe 100-meter, 200-
meter, long jump and 400-
meterrelay. Hitlermaintained
that Blacks were an inferior
race mentally and physically.

1948 — In London,
Audrey Patterson became the
first Black woman to win a
medal (a bronze), for her per-
formance in the 200-meter.
During the same games, Alice
Coachman, a student at the
Tuskegee Institute, was the
first to win gold for her
record-setting showing in the
high jump.

1956 — Milton Campbell
is the first Black person to
win the decathlon during the
the Games in Melbourne,
Australia.

1960 — Tennessee
Tigerbelle, Wilma Rudolph
is the first woman to win three
gold medals at one Olym-
piad, finishing firstin the 100-

Wilma Rudolph
meter, 200-meter, and 400-
meter relay at the Rome
Games.

1960 — *“When in Rome

" boxer Cassius Clay (later
Muhammad Ali) won gold as
a light heavyweight. After
returning home and facing
racism, Clay tossed his medal
into a river, It was replaced
36 years later.

1968 —With heads bowed
and fists raised, Tommie
Smith and John Carlos so-
lidified their places in Olym-
pic and Black histories. In

protesting the conditions of

Black Americans and urging
unity in the community, two
San Jose State University
teammates made quite astate-
ment while accepting their
gold and bronze medals at
the Mexico City Games.
Smith and Carlos’ actions got
them suspended from the U.S.
team, banned from the Olym-
pic Village. where they lived
during the Games, and at-
tracted numerous death
threats.

1968 — A lanky, 22-year-
old by the name of Bob
Beamon became the firstlong
jumper in history to reach 28
feet, in the same jump he
became the first to reach 29
feet,

1988 — The Games in
Seoul, South Koreabelonged
to one woman — Florence
“FloJo” Griffith-Joyner. The
always-stylish runner won
three gold medals in the 100-
meterdash, the 200-meterand
4x100 meter relay. She also
took home a silver medal for
the 4x400-meterrelay. InJuly
2004 Griffith-Joyner was
named to the U.S. Olympic
Hall of Fame. Her 13-year-
old daughter Mary read an
old acceptance speech she
wrote, evoking tears from
everyone in attendance,

1988 — Keeping the glory
all in the family, Griffith-
Joyner's sister-in-law Jackie
Joyner-Kersee also put in a
spectacular performance in
1988. Competing in the
seven-event heptathlon (100-
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William Dehart Hubbart
meter hurdles, high jump,
shot put, 200-meter, long

jump, javelin, and 800-

meter), Joyner-Kersee racked
up a jaw-dropping 7,291
points for the gold. She also
took home gold in the indi-
vidual long jump competi-
tion.

1988 — It was Evelyn
Ashford’s world record of
10.79 seconds in the 100m
that FloJo obliterated during
the 1988 Olympic Trials.
Ashford, considered to be one
of the best sprinters in U.S.
history, competed in five
Olympics, winning four gold
medals and a silver. Most of
her medals came from relay
performance butin 1984, she
struck individual gold,
besting Heike Dreschler, the
American long jump nem-
esis from Germany. The fin-
ish moved her to tears as she
took her victory lap.

1992 — How do you say
“we surrender” in Spanish?
Opponents of the USA Men's
Basketball Team sure found
outduring the 1992 Gamesin
Barcelona. Dubbed the
Dream Team, the squad
wiped the court with the com-
petition, beating teams by as
much as 44 points, to go un-
defeated. Opponents posed
for pictures during the games,
having family and friends in
the stands to capture them
with star players. The Afri-

George Poage
can-American players on the
team were Charles Barkley,
Clyde Drexler, Patrick
Ewing, Earvin Johnson,
Michael Jordan, Scottie
Pippen, and David Robinson.
Each has a Hall of Fame wor-
thy career. The Dream Team
set an Olympic scoring
record, averaging 117.3
points per game.

1992 — Dominique
Dawes became the first Afri-
can-American gymnast to
win an individual event.
“Awesome Dawesome™ took
home a bronze medal for her
floor exercise.

1996 — Muhammad Ali
shook up the world again,
surprising those watching the
opening ceremonies of the
Atlanta Games by lighting
the Olympic cauldron, de-
spite shaking hands, the re-
sultof Parkinsondisease. The
touching display, just as the
torch itself, became a symbol
of enduring athletic spirit.

1996 — Also in Atlanta,
Josiah Thugwane became the
first Black South African to
win a gold medal, winning
the marathon. Thugwane’s
victory came only five years
after the International Olym-
pic Committee lifted a 28-
year ban on South Africa for
practicing apartheid.

1996 — Carl Lewis be-
came only the second Olym-
pian to win the same event
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The Las Vegas-Clark County Library District, Las Vegas,
Nevada, the proud recipient of Gale/Library Journal's 2003
“Library of the Year” Award is recruiting for:

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN II

$16.70 Hourly

High school diploma or GED equivalency required; four (4) years
of skilled experience under the supervision of a journey level
trades person in two (2) or more of the major building or
mechanical trades which included responsibility for performing a
variety of repair and maintenance activities in a commercial
building environment required; or an equivalent combination of
education, raining, and experience that provides the necessary
knowledge, skills and abilities. Selected candidate must possess,
or have the ability to obtain, a valid Nevada Driver’s License at
the time of hire. Closing Date: August 30, 2004

PAGE

Part-time $7.33 Hourly
The Las Vegas-Clark County Library District frequently has Page
positions open throughout the Library District. Please visit our
web site for current vacancies or call the job hotline at 382-7919.

For complete job announcement visit our web site at http:/
www.lveeld.org or apply in person at LVCCLD Human Resources
Department, 833 Las Vegas Bivd. North, Las Vegas, NV 89101.
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for the fourth straight time.
Lewis took home gold in the
long jump as he had during
1992, 1988 and 1984.
1996— Michael Johnson,
an heir to Lewis’ sprinting
legacy, solidified his place in
track and field history. He
won the 400 in 43.49 sec-
onds, an Olympicrecord, then

won the 200 in an unbeliev-
ably fast 19.32 seconds, in
doing so, he shaved 34 sec-
onds off his own world
record, set weeks before dur-
ing the Olympic Trials. He
was the first man to win the
200m and 400m in the same
Olympics. In the track and

(See Olympics, Page 16)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Effective Monday 8/9/2004 at 8 a.m. and until further notice,
the Housing Authority of the City of Las Vegas will be
closing its Wait Lists for the following Housing Programs:

Juan Garcia Section 8 Project-Based Program
LVHA will continue to accept applications
for the following programs:
Conventional Public Housing 2, 3, 4, 5 Bedrooms

Affordable Housing 1, 2 Bedrooms
(Must be 55 years old)

Designated Housing Programs 1 Bedroom
(Must be 62 years old)

Applications are accepted Monday thru Thursday from
8 a.m. — 12 Noon and 1 p.m. — 5 p.m., except holidays at
420 N. 10th Street, Admissions Department.

For additional information, please call: (702) 922-6950

LVHA provides free transiation of its notices. Please call
922-6950 and ask for Bi-lingual staff, as required.

The Housing Authority of the City of Las Vegas does not
discriminate on the basis of Race, Color, Religion, Sex,
Disability, Family Status or National Origin.

TDD (702) 386-0789 for the hearing impaired only
Equal Housing Opportunity

BID OPPORTUNITIES

re looking for new
i _usim Partners..._
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The Las Vegas-Clark County Library District
buys millions of dollars worth of goods and
services from local vendors each year.

= For bidding opportunities and general Information
on purchasing and contracts, call 702-507-3575

“-B v Business Office
‘==Rn s 833 Las Vegas Blvd. N.
DISTRICT | 25 vegas, NV. 89101

Phone: 702-507-3575




