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AUBURN HILLS, Mich.
(AP) - Without a superstar
among them and without be-
ing given much of a chance,
the Detroit Pistons humili-
ated the Los Angeles Lakers
100-87 Tuesday night in
Game 5 of the NBA Finals
for their first title in 14 years.

With  finals MVP
Chauncey Billups and Ben
Wallace leading the way,
Detroit was at its very best in
the clincher, defeating
Shaquille O'Neal, Kobe
Bryant and the rest of the
Lakers in every facet of the
game. It was methodical —
and shocking — the way the
Pistons shut down the Lakers
with their patented defense
and pulled ahead and away
for one of the biggest sur-
prises in NBA finals history.

“Ineverstopped dreamin’,
man,” Billups said.

Wallace took a big step
toward becoming a superstar
withan 18-point, 22-rebound
effort that helped Detroit be-
come the first Eastern Con-
ference team to win the title
since the Michael Jordan-led

Chicago Bulls in 1998.
Equally important was 14

points from Billups. the best

guard on the floor through-

Detroit Pmans guard Chauucey Bdiupa, leﬁ, ho!dmg the
Most Valuable Player trophy, and superstar forward Ben
Wallace, holding up the Larry O’Brien trophy, celebrate
the team’s NBA championship over the Los Angeles Lakers
at the Palace of Auburn Hills in Michigan on Tuesday night.

out the series, 21 from Rich-
ard Hamilton and 17 from
Tayshaun Prince.

“We just took it to ‘em,”
Prince said. “We knew we
could play with anybody in
this league and I think we
showed 1t.”

Bryant scored 24 points to
lead the Lakers, and O"Neal
added 20 points and eight
rebounds for a team that was
built to win a championship
with the addition of Karl
Malone and Gary Payton this
season. Derek Fisher and
Slava Medvedenko were the
only other Lakers in double
figures, each scoring 10
points.

Game 5 was so lopsided
that Lakers owner Jerry Buss,
carrying his jacket and ac-
companied by an entourage,
headed for the exit before the
third quarter was over. By
thetime the last timeoutrolled
around, fans were already
being urged to keep their cel-
ebrations under control.

As the final buzzer
sounded and confetti began
dropping, Pistons coach
Larry Brown stoically walked
to midcourt and received an
affectionate handshake and
warm smile from Lakers

coach Phil Jackson and a hug
from Bryant.

After the game, Jackson
said the chances of him re-
turning to coach the Lakers
are “pretty slim.”
the other Lakers, including
Bryant, could be going to an-
other team. Bryant also faces

Many of

if he loses his sexual assault
case in Colorado.

“*Maybe losing this one is
enough forme tosay it’s time
to give it up,” said Jackson,
who has won a total of nine
titles as a coach with Los
Angeles and Chicago, “but
I'm not yet ready to make

the possibility of prison time

that statement.”

Mayweather convicted

LAS VEGAS (AP) - Lightweight champion Floyd
Mayweather Jr., was convicted of misdemeanor battery
stemming from a fight with two women inside a night-
club.

Mayweather received a suspended sentence of one
year in jail and was ordered to undergo counseling. Justice
of the Peace Déborah Lippis said Thursday if Mayweather
didn’t complete “impulse control” counseling and stay
out of trouble for a year, he would spend a year in prison.

She also ordered the boxer to pay a $1,000 fine or serve
100 hours of community service.

“You may be a terrific and famous fighter, but that
doesn't make you a god.” Lippis said.

Mayweather had festified he never saw the two women,
who accused him of punching them in an unprovoked
attack. Herneatha McGill and Kaara Blackburn said they
were in a club at the Luxor hotel-casino in Las Vegas on
Aug. 1 when Mayweather and several bodyguards walked
in. McGill, who is friends with the mother of three of
Mayweather’s children, said she had a prior run-in with
Mayweather and wanted to leave the club.

The women said Mayweather approached them as they
started to leave.

LAS VEGAS

JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION |

Saturday, June 19th
3:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

Sammy Davis Jr. Plaza
in Lorenzi Park

Great Entertainment
Marva King
Total Class Band
Blues School House Band
Delicious BBQ & Soul Foods
Special Guest Appedrances
Vendor Booths
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Celebrate heritage and freedom at one of

the most exciting and fun events of the :“:,','
year. FREE to the public, The Las Vegas =
Juneteenth Festival is not only a
celebration, it is also a fundraising event for
education. Proceeds from the event will
benefit the Rainbow Dreams Academy
Building Fund. \
Special Thanks to Sponsors & Volunteers
We thank our corporate sponsors and —
volunteers for their time and conftributions. g
—
For more information call (702) 255-665% ;
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