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Lucky punch puts Jones on back, Tarver in spotlight

By Huel Washington
Special to Sentinel-Voice -

More than the 10,000-plus
fans in the Mandalay Bay
Events Center and millions
of others watching pay-per-
view around the world were
just as surprised as Antonio
Tarver at the sudden end of
his fight with Roy Jones Jr.

Now Tarverholds the light
heavyweight titles of the
World Boxing Council and
International Boxing Federa-
tion.

His overhand left that
landed flush on Jones” right
jaw has to be considered one
of the luckiest punches ever
witnessed by some people
who have been around box-
ing for many years.

Having diddled around in
the firstround, Jones, instead
of going to work, decided to
prolong the action by toying
with Tarver before getting
down to business. That was
bad strategy.

Referee Jay Nady, mid-
way through the second
round, halted the fight. Jones
was cold cocked by Tarver’s
lucky shot. During the first
round and up until the punch,
Jones had, according to
Compubox Punchstats,
thrown only 42 punches, con-
necting 12. He missed on
seven jabs, too.

Tarver had thrown 54
punches, connecting seven.
Forty-four punches were jabs
and only four connected. It
was more like a pawing mo-
tion to keep Jones away.

Seconds before the sur-
prising blow to his jaw, Jones
attempted to land a left and
then a right to Tarver, miss-
ing because Tarver bent his
head down lower than Jones’
waist.

Asherecoiled from Jones’
attempts to land blows,
Tarver, who hadn’t thrown
anoverhand punch during the
fight, threw an overhand left
that landed flush on Jones’s
jaw. Jones went down flush
with his head under the ropes.
Realizing he was down, he
attempted to rise but fell for-
ward again.

By the time Jones was able
to regain his feet, Nady, who
had been criticized once be-
fore forending the Zab Judah-
Kosto Tszyu fight without
giving the ten count, did the
same to Jones. He waved the
fight was over and surprised
the entire arena and the fight-
ers.

Nady claimed at the post-
fight meeting with the execu-
tivedirector and commission-
ers that he had given Jones
the full count. To some ob-
servers, he hadn’t and put his
arms around Jones without
giving him a chance to con-

tinue.

Tarver, who had predicted
before the fight that he was
not going to allow the judges
to decide who was the win-
ner, was elated when the fight
was halted by Nady. He was
deliriously ecstatic.

Immediately after being
given instructions in the
middle of the ring before the
first round, Tarver asked
Jones, “What kind of excuse

are you going to have this
time, Roy?”

Rather than submit to his
opponent’s lack of class,
Jones did not answer. He just
returned to his corner. After
the fight was ended prema-
turely, Jones, when inter-
viewed, didn't complain
about the lucky punch or what
was definitely a short count.

Herecalled being knocked
down in a similar manner as

an amateur. He was also
floored battling Lou Del Valle
in 1998.

Jones, now 48-2, wasn’t
willing to talk about a rematch
following his sudden depar-
ture. With his age, at 35, and
the thought of the millions of
dollars another fight with
Tarver might bring him, he
just might reconsider a
Tarver-Jones I11.

It's been done before.

Sugar Ray Leonard and
Roberto Duran fought three
times. Muhammad Ali and
Joe Frazier also fought three
times. Ali and Ken Norton
fought three times. Sugar Ray
Robinson and Jake Lamotta
fought five times. Jersey Joe
Walcott and Ezzard Charles
fought three times.

Most of these fights were
for peanuts when compared
to Jones’ $6 million and

Tarver's $2 million for this
quickie fight.

Aftersuch astellar career,
Roy Jones Ir., doesn’t seem
like the kind to leave *his
sport” with such alarge black
mark on his record. And
Tarver, he got lucky this time,
buthe hasn’treally convinced
boxing purists that he is as
good as he thinks. Can he
repeat what happened Satur-
day? That's a big question.

HABITAT RESTORATION
Depleted agricultural
land is being returned
to native vegetation
and wildlife,

The ball’s in your court.

When it comes to the environment, it takes teamwork to do the right thing. That's why at
Pardee Homes, we ask our homeowners to join us in choosing conservation as a way of life.
All of our new homes are designed to meet EnerGY STAR® standards. To this, homeowners
can add a fluorescent lighting package, water-efficient landscaping and sustainable features
from our groundbreaking LivingSmart® program available in select neighborhoods. We'll
also be building some of the nation's very first Zero Energy Home* possibilities, creating

home environments that save energy and generate their own electricity.

This is all part of our commitment to build homes for the way you want to live, today

and tomorrow. Are you ready to make your move?

ENERGY STAR HOMES LIVING SMART PROGRAM ZERO ENERGY HOMES® WATER CONSERVATION
4,500 pounds of Included and optional Homes offer a minimum  Low-flow faucets and
greenhouse gases are features put conservation  of 50% energy savings  fixtures and efficient

eliminated for every new
ENERGY STAR home.

THE WAY YOU WANT TO LIVE

=

EQUAL HOUBING.
DPPORTUNITY

(and savings) in the
hands of homeowners.
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appliances can cut water
usage by more than half.
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Energy Homes

XERISCAPE

Replacing grass with
xeriscape saves about
62 gallons of water per
square foot per year.

*Zero Energy Home is a program of the U.S. Department of Energy and is used to designate homes that Tncorporate energy savings of 50% or more. Actual energy savings may vary.

PardeeHomes .




