By J. Zamgba Browne
Special to Sentinel-Voice

NEW YORK (NNPA) -
An $11,750 pension that
Harriet Tubman, a coura-
geous freedom fighter, should
havereceived from Jan. 1899
to March 1913 for the death
ofherhusband, Nelson Davis,
a veteran of the Civil War,
has been secured.

The funds, secured this
week by Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, D-N.Y., will be
made available under an in-
terior appropriations bill. But
the full House and Senate
must first approve it.

Julian M. Hill, executive
director of the Harriet
Tubman Awards Jubilee Inc.,
said that he and the organiza-
tion are pleased with the
senator’s interest in the mat-
ter.

“We would also appreci-
ate, however, if she and other
elected officials would help
us fulfill the dream of desig-
nating March 10 each year a
legal holiday in the Empire
State to honor Tubman, said
Hill.

“We want to continue the
campaign so that all New
York residents can develop
an appreciation for Tubman,
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an incredible and relentless
freedom fighter,” he added.
Councilman Bill Perkins,
who was instrumental in re-
naming St. Nicholas Avenue
in Harlem for Tubman,
praised Sen. Clinton’s initia-
tive to secure the funds that
were denied for so long.
“Itis shameful that a hero-
ine such as Harriet Tubman
did not receive her justice
while she was alive, not to
mention the fact that she her-
self deserved a pension for
her service to the nation as a
spy inthe Civil War,” he said.
Perkins said the new des-
ignation given to St. Nicho-
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120,000 children.

How s thisaccomplished? “Boys to Kings” is the mentoring
program, consisting of one-on-one mentoring or mentoring in

a group of five.

The organization has publlshed a mentoring booklet titled

“Mentoring the 100 Way.”

Members of the organization are required to go through
training and a certification program. New members are sub-
jected to a rigorous and extensive background check.

“Mentoring the 100 Way” has been successfully utilized at

Wendell P. Williams Elementary School, Andre Agassi Pre-
paratory Academy and H. P. Fitzgerald Elementary School.

Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman and Clark County
School District Superintendent Carlos Garcia are honorary
members of 100 Black Men.

Students are selected from recommendations from schools,
community and church programs.

Locally, 100 Black Men is exploring ways to increase
membership and expand the mentoring program to the high
schools.

Next year, for the first time, the local chapter will award
hard-working students with educational scholarships.

For further information, call (702) 313-5255 or (702) 808-
9195.
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Tubman slight corrected—pension returned

las Avenue creates the first
and only major street in the
entire State of New York that
is named after a woman of
African ancestry.

Sen. Clinton said that the
funds would be used to pre-
serve and maintain Tubman’s
home in Auburn, N.Y., and
tohonor hermemory. Clinton
requested the funds after stu-
dents in Albany brought the
matter to her attention. She
also said that she was grate-
ful to the students and that
she is proud something can
be done now to honor
Tubman’s memory and make
sure this injustice isremedied.

“Harriet Tubman was one
of our nation’s most coura-
geous freedom fighters, and
it is important that we offi-
cially recognize her extraor-
dinary services,” Clinton de-
clared.

Tubman reportedly re-
quested a pension for her ser-
vice in the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War, but never
received it. However, her
husband, Davis, served inthe
U.S. Colored Infantry, mak-
ing her eligible for pension
upon his death.

Under the Dependent Pen-
sion Act of 1890, Tubman
received an $8 per month
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widow’s pension as the
spouse of a deceased veteran
from June 1890 until January
1899.

On Jan. 19, 1899, Con-
gress authorized the Secre-
tary of Interiorto pay Tubman
awidow's pension of $25 per
month for the duration of her
life; however, she received
only $20 per month until her
death on March 10, 1913.

Sen. Clinton said that the
adjusted funding totals
$11,750.

The issue was brought to
the senator’s attention a year
ago during a visit with stu-
dents from the Albany Free

School who studied the life
of Tubman in class and spent
nearly two weeks tracing the
path to freedom that she is
credited with paving as a
“conductor” along the Un-
derground Railroad.

Following their visit,
Clinton introduced a resolu-
tion requesting that the fed-
eral government provide the
long overdue remaining pen-
sion to the descendants of
Tubman. Rep. Edolphus
Towns (D-Brooklyn) intro-
duced a similar resolution in
the House.

J. Zamgba Browne writes
for the Amsterdam News.
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Citibank invites you to a free seminar for first-time
home buyers. We're sponsoring a free seminar on November 15

that will show you how easy it is to own your own home.
You'll find out about: :

> The benefits of home ownership
>The home buying process

> Affordable financing options

You'll even receive a $500 coupon toward the closing costs

on your new home'!The seminar is free, but space is limited.

.For times and locations

near you, call 1-877-316-1177.
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