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LAPD gang detail officers were nearby and 
heard the shots. The officers went to the 

scene, saw Eddie Hicks, 35, fleeing, ordered 
him to drop his weapon and arrested him 
without incident. 

Bonds was taken to a hospital, where he 
died. Hicks is being held on $ 1.7 million bail. 
Police believe Bonds was the target of the 

attack, but a motive for the shooting is un- 

known. 
While patting himself and the police chief 

on the back for lowering city wide homicides, 
Hahn has made no comment about this sud- 
den spike in killings, which, paradoxically, 
occurred just as the U.S. began invading Iraq. 

The former chief, Councilman Bernard 

Parks, had scheduled a news conference April 
3 to address the spate of killings in the city, 
but his event was canceled by the LAPD so 

the department could unveil its new Compstat 
crime-fighting tool to the ministers in the 
Black community. 

Parks said the sudden increase in violent 
crime is the result of external factors, which 
law enforcement cannot control, as well as 

some deployment changes within the LAPD. 
Parks noted that after a steady reduction in 

crime after the rate peaked in 1992, the larg- 
est increase in crime has occurred within the 
last 14 months. He said this is attributed to, 

among other things, the city s increased popu- 

lation, significant growth of its “crime-age” 
population, the significant down-turn of the 

economy and an erosion of education and 
recreation programs. 

“The numbers of people out of work and 

people out of prison in our communities are 

also high,” Parks said. 
“About 40 percent of the people paroled 

throughout the state turn up here in Los 

Angeles County and they create crime prob- 
lems,” Parks said. 

The councilman said the deployment of 

police to prevent and fight crime is effected 

by the officers’ three-day and the detectives’ 
four-day work week schedules and the re- 

moval from the streets of 168 senior lead 
officers and 200 officers who are working on 

consent decree tasks. (Another 23 officers 
were added to that total by city council action 
last week). 

In addition, Parks said an estimated 1,000 
officers who have some form of medical 

disability are unable to perform police work 
and more than 100 officers are on military 
leave fighting the war in Iraq. 
The former chief said: “When you look at all 
of that happening during the last 14 months, 
plus the dynamics of economics, there 
shouldn’t be any surprise that crime is on its 

way up.” 
Betty Pleasant writes for Wave Commu- 

nity’ Newspapers. 

Simone 
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Greece in 1998. 

In 1999 she received a life- 
time achievement award in 
Dublin and an award for ex- 

cellence in music from the 
Association of African 
American Music in Philadel- 

phia. 

Though she remained a 

top concert draw in her later 

years, she was quite frail. 
At a 2001 concert at 

Carnegie Hall, she had to be 

helped to the stage, and was 

later seen sitting backstage in 
a wheelchair. 

She was survived by a 

Earl King 
[LsOnnnuea jrom rage y) 
moter. 

Scenes and acquaintances 
from his life often found their 

way into his lyrics with little 
editing. A story King’s grand- 
mother told about his father, 
a blues pianist who died when 

King was a boy, inspired 
“Trick Bag.” 

In the song, the protago- 

nist sings to his wayward sig- 
nificant other, “I saw you 
kissing Willie across the 

fence, I heard you telling 
Willie I don’t have no sense/ 
The way you been actin’ is 
such a drag, you done put me 

in a trick bag.” 
Funeral arrangements had 

not been finalized late Friday 
evening. 

Apartheid- 
(Continuedfrom Page 14) 
the U.S. Alien Tort Claims Act of 1789 allows district courts 

to hold liable any institution in violation of the law of nations. 
This law allowed Holocaust survivors to successfully sue 

Swiss banks and German and Austrian companies who used 
slave labor. U.S. lawyer Ed Fagan, who won the case, has 
since launched a multibillion-dollar lawsuit on behalf of 
South African claimants against mining giant Anglo-Ameri- 
can and De Beers, the world’s leading diamond producer. 

USA Engage a group representing more than 650 U.S. 
businesses is lobbying to have the law repealed to protect its 
members from similar suits. 

But the founder of the Apartheid Debt and Reparations 
Campaign, Neville Gabriel, believes Shezi'and other South 
African plaintiffs have more than legislation on their side. 
“Our case is based on a broader moral foundation because 
there is overwhelming evidence that crimes against humanity 
were committed,” he said. 

Gabriel said the case is currently in a “discussion phase.” 
But for Shezi there has been enough discussion. 
The mother of two adult children said: “I have to continue 

fighting for wrongs to be addressed. Even if we lose, it will not 

be the end of the road, but the beginning of a new struggle for 
all of us.” 

daughter, Lisa — a singer 
who goes by the stage name 

Simone. 
She’s currently starring in 

Broadway’s “Aida” and has 
recorded with the group Liq- 
uid Soul. 

Roots- 
(Continued from Page 6) 
blind sampling methods were used to obtain DNA 

sequence data from individuals. 
The firm offers two DNA-based genealogy tests and 

each test costs $349. 
Darden said that African Ancestry also has access to 

DNA sequence information that other sources collected 
from throughout the African continent.' 

“This wealth of information, for the first time is being 
marshaled in order to help African-Americans geneti- 
cally determine their African ancestry,” said Darden. 

Gina Paige, president of African Ancestry, said the 
firm is proud to employ the latest science and technol- 

ogy to help anyone probe for any African roots he or she 

may have. 
“As an African-American, I feel privileged to be 

involved in this revolutionary effort,” Paige said. “We 
are at least able to shine a light for an unknown number 
of people who want to find out wTiat they can about the 

long, dark mystery of their African ancestry.” 
J. Zamgba Browne writes for the New York 

Amsterdam News. 

Morris Brown- 
(Continued from Page 6) 
ris Brown is the only college in Georgia founded by and 
for Blacks. 

Established by the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the college has a tradition of serving the educa- 
tional needs of the best and the brightest young minds, 
while simultaneously providing educational support to 

students who might not otherwise receive the opportunity 
to compete on the college level. 

Among the college’s alumni are civil rights leader 
Rev. Dr. Hosea Williams; Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
James A. McPherson; and retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Albert J. Edmonds. 

Cynthia Post writes for Atlanta Daily World. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

EMPLOYMENT 
Associates of Pre-Paid 
Legal Services, Inc. is ex- 

panding in your area. Na- 
tional company offering a 

service everyone needs. 
Competitive commissions 
with renewal income po- 
tential. Training provided. 
Call today! Rommie M. 
Postadan, Independent 
Associate, at 1 -888-680- 
1569 for full details. 

Fax your legal notices 
and help wanteds 

to 380-8102 or 

call 380-8100 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Performs a variety of specialized &C resp admin duties in sup- 
port of Conservation div functions & work processes; creates 
& maintains specialized records, reports & files. Req’s grad 
from HS or GED equiv & 4 yrs increasingly resp ofc admin or 

secretarial exp; or an equiv combo ofT&E. 

Salary: $ 16.83/hr, + exd bnfts pkg. 
Obtain application package from: 

Las Vegas Valley Water District 
Human Resources Department 

1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 
OR download from our website at 

www.lwwd.com 

FILING DEADLINE: 
FIRST 100 APPLICATIONS RECEIVED. Faxes 

aa/eoe/mfd & resumes not accepted in lieu of req’d app pkg. 

LEGAL 
NOTICES 
-- 

LEGAL 
NOTICES 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
013-03 

TWENTY-FIVE (25) LOW FLOOR 
DOUBLE DECK TRANSIT 

BUSES 

This formal invitation is to receive 
proposals from qualified proposers 
for Twenty-five (25) Low Floor 
Double Deck Transit Buses. Buses 
shall be delivered, F.O.B. destina- 
tion freight prepaid, to the Regional 
Transportation Commission, 3200 
West Tompkins Avenue, Las Ve- 
gas, NV 89103. 

It is anticipated that all requests for 
modification, interpretation and clari- 
fication of this Request for Proposal 
be received by the RTC Purchasing 
Analyst, in writing, no later than July 
8, 2003. A written response to such 
requests will be furnished in the 
form of addenda to all potential 
proposers at least seven (7) calen- 
dar days before .the scheduled dead- 
line for submission of proposals. 
Proposals will be available on April 
21,2003, between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the Regional Transporta- 
tion Commission's administrative 
office, 600 South Grand Central 
Parkway, 2nd floor, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89106. 

A pre-proposal conference will be 
held at 9:00 a.m., June 10, 2003, in 
conference room 133 at the above 
referenced address. Proposals will 
be received on, or before, July 29, 
2003. Proposals must be time 
stamped no later than 3:00 p.m. 
PDT, on the opening date. Propos- 
als time stamped at 3:01 p.m. or 

after on the opening date will be 
returned unopened to the proposer. 
Proposals must be sentto: Regional 
Transportation Commission, Atten- 
tion: Debra Coleman, C.P.M., Pur- 

chasing Analyst, 600 S. Grand Cen- 
tral Parkway, Las Vegas, NV89106. 

The successful Bidder shall cooper- 
ate with the RTC in meeting its com- 
mitments and objectives with re- 

gard to ensuring nondiscrimination 
in the award and administration of 
U.S. DOT assisted contracts and 
shall use its best efforts to ensure 
that barriers to participation of DBEs 
do not exist. 
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MMC, INC. 
Requests sub bids and material quotations 
from ALL qualified subcontractors and 

suppliers including MBE, DBE, WBE, 
DVBE, SBE, SBDE and SMBE on the 

following project: 
McCARRAN 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
EXPANSION OF 

“D” SATELLITE APRON 
Contract No. 2082 

Owner: Clark County, Nevada 

Department of Aviation 
Bid Date: May 8, 2003, 1:30 pm 

Please Contact: 

MMC, INC. 
408 E. Gowan Road 

North Las Vegas, NV 89032 
Phone: (702)642-3332 

Fax: (702)642-9936 
We are an equal opportunity employer. 
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