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By Gabriel Packard

LAGOS, Nigeria(GIN)—
The Nigerian army is bat-
tling for control of the oil-
producing Niger-Deltaregion
after the ethnic ljaw people
unsettled the area with more
than a week of attacks on oil
facilities and rival communi-
lies.

The ljaw are demanding
greater political representa-
tionin nextmonth’selections,
and a greater share of the oil
wealth that is generated from
what they say is traditionally
their land.

Because of the fighting,
Nigeria, the world's sixth-
largest oil exporter, has cut
its production by a third be-

_cause TotalFinaElf, Chevron

Texaco, and Shell—the three
main oil companies in the
Niger-Delta area—have
stopped production.

In all, oil multinationals

By Saeed Shabazz

UNITED NATIONS
(NNPA)—Following a re-
cent daylong, high-level
meeting chaired by Foreign
Minister Francois Lonseny
Fall of Guinea, the United
Nations Security Council
adopted aresolution contain-
ing a declaration that empha-
sizes how the unchecked
spread of small arms and
mercenary activities contrib-
ute to serious violations of
human rights and interna-
tional law, which the Secu-
rity Council condemned.

UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan told the Security
Council: “Unless adequately
addressed, the proliferation
of small arms and mercenar-
ies will continue to pose a
severe threat to the region’s
hopes of attaining durable
peace.”

Among the more than 20
speakers that took part in the
council’s discussion was
Nana Effah Apenteng of
Ghana, who holds the chair-
manship of the Economic
Commission of West Afri-
can States (ECOWAS). He
told the 15-member body that,
ofthe 500 million light weap-
ons believed to be in circula-
tion worldwide, perhaps as
many as 30 million were in
use in Africa—eight million
in West Africa alone.

Mohamed Chambas,
ECOWAS executive secre-
tary, said the West African
alliance remained engaged
with issues surrounding the
“twin devils” of small arms
and mercenanies. But, he said

have cut an unprecedented
800,000 barrels in daily oil
production, or 40 percent of
the West African nation’s
normal total of 2 million bar-
rels a day.

Nigeria i1s the world’'s
sixth-largestexporter, and the
fifth-biggest supplier of U.S.
oil imports. Nigeria's shut-
downs, accompanied by mar-
ket fears of a prolonged war
in Iraq, caused oil prices to
rise Monday.

On last Sunday night,
Chevron announced it was
shutting down nearly all of
its remaining onshore and
offshore operations in Nige-
ria, cutting 440,000 barrels
of oil a day, along with 285
million cubic feet of natural
gas per day.

The specter of further shut-
downs was raised Monday
by the blue-collar National
Union of Petroleum and Gas

that ECOWAS could not do
it alone and appealed to the
Security Council and inter-
national community to help
establish an ECOWAS con-
trolled, well-resourced small
arms information and moni-
toring unit.

Said Djinnit, a commis-
sioner for the African Union,
said ECOWAS had put in
place a 1998 moratorium on
imports, exports and manu-
facture of weapons by re-
gional states.

Djinnit asked, “How can
it be that these scourges still
ravage our continent, despite
national and regional legisla-
tion to stop it?”

Mercenaries ravaged Af-
rica in the 1970s and 1980s
and have reappeared in West
Africa as a result of general
instability, with a number of
trouble spots and the ready
availability of small arms, he
added. Situations have been
aggravated by mercenaries
hired by corporations, includ-
ing mining companies, and
governments under siege.

A researcher for Human
Rights Watch, who asked to
remain anonymous, said her
research showed a very close
relationship between Shell
Oil managers and Nigerian
security forces, and that it is
quite probable Shell pur-
chased weapons for use by
these forces.

Testifying before a Nige-
rian governmentcommission
in late January 2001,
Lawrence Mitee, a represen-
tative of the Ogoni people in
southern Nigeria, accused
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Soldiers deployed to restore order stop and search people in Warri, Nigeria, last week. The
Niger Delta area has been under high security amid tension since the outbreak of ethnic
clashes between ljaws, Itsekiri and solders which has led to the destruction of various
communities, scores of lives lost and thousands of people displaced.

U.N. Security Council adopts new resolution on small arms

Shell Oil of providing Nige-
rian paramilitary forces with
weapons that were used to
oppress his people during an
uprising from 1993-1995.
Shell admitted, to the Asso-
ciated Press, to providing pri-
vate sector forces with weap-
ons for self-defense. How-
ever, observers note that it is
difficult to trace paper trails
that involve payments to the
mercenary organizations.

Analysts say thereisstilla
lucrative market in western
Africa for Private Military
Companies (PMC). Henry
Sanchez, a researcher for the
Center for Democracy and
Development at Rutgers Uni-
versity in New Jersey, said
PMCs, such as Military Pro-
fessional and Resources Inc.,
Executive Outcomes,
Sandline International and the
Vinnell Corp., are still active
in Sierra Leone, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
and Angola.

The Los Angeles Times,
inanarticle published in April
2002, predicted the interna-
tional security market would
mushroom from $56 billion
in 1990 to $220 billion by
2010. This was before the
boost given to the industry
before Sept. 11, 2001. The
British Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office released a
paper Feb. 12 in support of
regulating the private mili-
tary sector. Quoted in De-

fense News, the paper said:

“The demand for private mili-
tary services is likely to in-
crease.”

Chambas said the primary

objective of ECOWAS is to
ensure economic integration
and developmentin West Af-
rica. However, the inextri-
cable link between develop-
ment and peace and security
has meant an increasingly
greater role for ECOWAS in
conflictmanagementand pre-
vention, but at a great finan-
cial toll. He called on nations
to take necessary steps to dis-
allow use of their territories
forrebel or mercenary activi-
ties. At the same time, activ-
ists in the United Kingdom
are protesting the growth of

the British arms trade indus-
try.

“On the one hand, the goy-
ernment is talking about the
urgent need for constructive
developmentin Africa, while
on the other hand, govern-
ment departments are under-
writing orassisting arms deal-
ers to sell weapons on the
continent,” said Richard
Bingley of the London-based
Campaign Against Arms
Trade (CAAT).

According to CAAT, Brit-
isharms dealsincreased from
52 million pounds ($81.4

Workers of Nigeria, which
asked its members to leave
facilities belonging to Shell
and Nigeria’s state-owned
petroleum and gas compa-
nies.

The Ijaws, whose eight
million people represent the
largest ethnic group in the
delta, have long accused
President Olusegun Obasanjo
of colluding with minority
Itsekiris to draw up voling
boundaries unfavorable to
them.

Last week, the army ar-
rested 17 youths accused of
involvement in the conflict,
which has killed at least six
soldiers and five civilians so
far.

Refugeesleaving Ijaw vil-
lages say that the Nigerian
military is holding them un-
dersiege with troops and navy
ships firing on their settle-
ments.

million)in 1999 to more than
200 million pounds ($313.1
million) in 2003.

“There has beenatangible
increase in arms export ac-
tivity under the government
of Tony Blair, and it’s likely
this pattern will soar in the
next few years,” Bingley
stressed.

Sir Jeremy Greenstock,
the UK ambassador to the
UN, in answer to questions
about British arms sales to
West Africa, said: “The
United Kingdom encourages

(See Resolution, Page 15)
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