
Metropolitan Museum showcases famous artists 
Exhibition includes lithography, paintings, carvings tracing African-American history 

By Renee Minus White 

Special to Sentinel- Voice 
NEW YORK (NNPA)— 

“African-American Artists, 
1929-1945: Prints, Drawings 
and Paintings in the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art” is 
now on view through May 4, 
2003. 

This is the first exhibition 
at the Metropolitan Museum 
in recent years to focus atten- 

tion on the accomplishments 
of 20th-century African- 
American artists. It also of- 
fers an opportunity to display 
a substantial number of ac- 

quisitions that have not been 
exhibited previously at the 
Met. 

The museum’s new exhi- 
bition features a variety of 

print media, including inta- 

glio, lithography, woodcut, 
wood engraving and screen- 

printing. There is a smaller 
selection of paintings and 

watercolors, also from the 
museum’s collection. 

This educational yet very 
entertaining exhibition fo- 
cuses on images of daily life 
for African-Americans from 
the latter part of the Harlem 
Renaissance through the De- 

pression and New Deal era to 

World War II. It’s a truly re- 

markable show that’s worth a 

visit to the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art for the entire 

family. 
Thanks to the Works 

Progress Administration 
(WPA), instituted by Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to provide both financial as- 

sistance and professional 
validation to American art- 

ists, the arts in America were 

revitalized. The WPA was 

one of the largest and most 

successful of the New Deal 

programs. 
Under the New Deal arts 

programs, African-Ameri- 
cans gained unprecedented 
access to professional train- 

ing and equipment, exhibi- 
tion opportunities and public 
commissions. Throughout 
the war, the artistic skills of 
African-Americans were di- 
rected toward promoting pa- 
triotic ideals and document- 
ing the American way of life. 

Back then, artists under- 
stood that they were expected 
to depict American subjects 
produced by Americans for 
Americans. African-Ameri- 
can artists translated this into 

depictions of their own life 

experiences, which is what 

you will enjoy seeing at the 
exhibition. For the first time, 
African-Americans appeared 

“Newsboy ” is the title of one of the works in the exhibit. 

in large numbers of paint- 
ings, sculptures, drawings, 
prints and photographs. The 

images range from simple 
moments of everyday life to 

serious social commentaries 
on the war, the economy and 
racial discrimination. 

Emmy Award-winning 
actress Cicely Tyson narrates 

the Metropolitan Museum’s 
audio guide to this magnifi- 
cent African-American artis- 

tic exhibition. Archival re- 

cordings of Langston Hughes 
reading his poems and the 
lives of many artists whose 
works are included in the ex- 

hibition—Romare Bearden, 
Jacob Lawrence and Robert 

Blackburn, among others— 
also are featured in the audio 

guide, which was produced 
especially for this exhibition. 

Displaying more than 70 

works, the show’s selection 
was drawn from 204 prints 
donated to the museum by 
Reba and David Williams in 
1999. 

It showcases such famous 
artists as Robert Blackburn, 
Elizabeth Catlett, William H. 

Johnson, Raymond Steth and 
Dox Thrash, for whom 

printmaking served as a pri- 
mary creative outlet. Paint- 

ings and watercolors by Jacob 

Lawrence, Joseph Delaney, 
Lois Mailou Jones, Horace 

Pippins, Romare Bearden, 
Samuel Joseph Brown, 
Palmer Hayden and Bill 

Traylor supplement the col- 
lection. 

The exhibition highlights 
African-American art and life 
between 1929 and 1945, 

when new opportunities led 
to technical innovations in 

printmaking and resurgence 
of artistic production. 

The installation explores 
eight themes: “Cultural Iden- 

tity and Heritage,” “Faces” 

(portraits), “The South,” “The 

North,” “Religion,” “Labor 
Recreation” and “World War 
II.” Pictures of home, work 
and leisure activities convey 
the artists’ dreams, aspira- 
tions and perseverance in the 
face of economic and social 
realities. 

Other pieces explore im- 

ages related to their ethnic 
culture. 

A catalog published by the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 

featuring 50 works from the 
exhibition accompanies the 
show. 

It’s available at the 
museum’s bookshop in a pa- 
perback edition for $14.95. 
The museum also offers a 

variety of educational pro- 
grams in conjunction with the 

exhibition, which also is fea- 
tured on the Museum’s web 
site at www.metmuseum.org. 

Renee Minus White writes 

for the Amsterdam News. 

Bush- 
(Continued front Page I) 
dent [of the NAACPJ has in- 

vited him to speak at the na- 

tional convention. He has not 

only refused to enforce civil 

rights protections, but now 

he is actively engaged in the 
roll back of civil rights 
progress.” 

That rollback consists of 
Bush wrongly characterizing 
the University of Michigan 
as operating “quota” pro- 
grams, an allegation strongly 
denied by the school. Their 

undergraduate admission 

program awards 20 points to 

Black and Hispanic appli- 
cants who apply to Michi- 

gan. Often overlooked is the 

school’s practice of award- 

ing 20 points to scholarship 
athletes, men who want to go 
into nursing and women who 

go into engineering, 16 points 
to students from Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula and extra 

points for other factors. 
Like most universities, 

Michigan also gives special 
consideration to children of 
alumni. Yale operated a simi- 
lar program when George W. 
Bush was admitted into Yale. 
Bush’s stand on the case as 

well as his decision to seek 
the elevation of Charles 

Pickering Sr., a conservative 

Mississippi judge once sup- 
ported by Trent Lott, to an 

appeals bench has caused fur- 
ther alienation. 

Senate Democrats killed 
the Pickering nomination last 

year, but it has resurfaced 
now that Republicans have 

regained control of that cham- 
ber. “He did not talk about 
affirmative action and all 
that’s has happened with 
Trent Lott,” said Rep. Elijah 
Cummings (D-Md.), refer- 

ring the former Senate leader 
who praised Sen. Strom 
Thurmond’s 1948 segrega- 
tionist campaign. 

Bush did propose making 
permanent what had been 

temporary tax cuts. However, 
Marilyn Murrell, mayor of 

Arcadia, Okla., who is presi- 
dent of the National Confer- 
ence of Black Mayors, says 
the president’s stimulus plan 
fails to stimulate her. 

“The so-called cuts won’t 
do what they’re supposed to 

do,” Murrell explains. “Oh, 
it’s supposed to boost the 

economy, have everybody 
singing in the sunshine. The 
numbers just don’t pan out.” 

That depends on one’s in- 
come. According to an analy- 
sis of the program, 47.7 per- 
cent of the tax cut will go to 

the top 1 percent of wage 
earners. At the other end, only 
9.5 percent will go the bot- 
tom 80 percent of all wage 
earners. William Spriggs, 
executive director of the Na- 
tional Urban League’s Insti- 
tute for Opportunity and 

Equality, says he has prob- 
lems with the president’s tax 

plan. 
“The first problem is that 

it’s a permanent tax,” he says. 
“The second problem is that 
it’s too big. It’s a permanent 
and it’s too big.” Democrats 
point to another set of num- 

bers. Bush is the first presi- 
dent since Harry Truman to 

lose jobs on a monthly basis. 
The average number of jobs 
created each month has aver- 

aged 135,000 over those 
years. Under Bush, 73,000 
jobs are being lost each 
month. 

According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, 2.3 mil- 
lion jobs have been lost in the 

private sector since Bush as- 

sumed office. “He said noth- 

ing about unemployment,” 
observed Denise Majette, the 

Georgia Democrat who re- 

placed Cynthia McKinney in 

Congress. “The people in my 
district are concerned about 

jobs.” 
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