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Sharpton

(Continued from Page 1)
Southern Nevada’s African-Ameri-
can community. NAN’s new state
director in Nevada is Gene Collins,
former branch president of the re-
cently suspended local chapter of
the National Association forthe Ad-
vancement of Colored People. NAN
announced its selection of Collins
late last month.

Referring to the organization
whose board of directors, on April
20, voted to remove him as presi-
dentofits Las Vegas Branch, Collins
called Sharpton “acivil rights leader
who’ll do the sorts of things the
NAACP didn’t do.”

Collins has confronted Kirk
Kerkorian’s MGM/Mirage, Inc. and
other gaming properties about what
he calls their lack of “corporate
diversity,” particularly in areas like
employment and aquisition of con-
tracts. He says he holds MGM/Mi-
rage “responsible for us losing our
branch,” saying it wants to silence
him. He also claimed his removal
by the NAACP was improper and
sued the organization in District
Court.

Attempting last week to discuss
diversity issues with Kerkorian,
Collins reported being told he was
out of town, and that “local people
would handleit.” He then alluded to
“the amount of money spent by
blacks here,” and wondered aloud
about what might happen if they
reconsidered their patronage of the

MGM “until things improve.”

Sharpton has seen the affluence
along “The Las Vegas Strip” as
well as the poverty of “The
Westside,” and, according to
Collins, has been appalled by the
contrast. “He did say when you
leave the strip and come to this
community, it’s devestating what
yousee, said Collins. “He asked us
to jot down some things that are of
great importance to us here in Las
Vegas.”

On a NAN-Las Vegas flier pro-
moting the rally, the group lists the
issues to be addressed. “Jobs and
contracts for blacks in Las Vegas,”
“Economic Development (WestLas
Vegas),” “Police Racial Profiling,”
it reads, ending with “Education
and Training.”

Washington reinforced Collins’
point. The group’s agenda is not
Sharpton-driven, but was prepared
from a local point of view. “These
are not issues that he’s invented,”
he said. “They’re issues that exist
here and have been heard, but have
not been acted upon.”

Collins says Sharpton is “very
excited about coming to Las Ve-
gas,” and was asked about hosting
Mrs. Mandela’s visit as well.

“She was here in February to
thank us for raising the issue of
gaming,” he said. “She told us that
affected the situation in South Af-
rica.”

“She’s in southern California

The Rev. Al Sharpton speaks beforethe U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
meeting in Miami Beach, Fla., Wednesday. Sharpton criticized the
government and police in South Florida, saying he sees a pattern of
mcm! bias causing blacks to be treated as second class citizens.

now,” Collins said on Monday, add-
ing that he expects Mrs. Mandela to
deliver some public remarks after
meeting with Sharpton. “She’s com-
ing back and intends to meet him
either Saturday or Sunday,” he said,
and continued, “we certainly ex-
pect her to make some kind of for-
mal comment.”

Plans call for a reception wel-
coming Rev. Sharpton to the city to
be held on Saturday in the Dallas
Ballroomat the Texas Station Hotel
and Casino starting at 8:30 p.m. and
lasting until 10:30. The reception,
also a fundraiser, will be followed
immediately by a closed-session
briefing between Sharpton, Collins
and Washington.

The next day, a whirlwind of
activity scheduled between 8 a.m.
and 1 p.m. has Sharpton appearing
at four local churches, and, Wash-
ington says, as many other places as
he can manage.

Between 8 and 10 Sunday mom-
ing Sharpton is due to visit both
New Bethel and Greater New
Jerusalem Baptist Churches, and
between 11 and 1 that afterpoon is
expected at both Evergreen and
Victory Baptist Churches. At each
stop he is expected to address the
congregation for about a half-hour.

Sharpton is scheduled to spend °

the next several hours at H & H
Barbeque, 910 N. Martin Luther
King Blvd., as the guest at brunch

with local pastors, beginning at 1:30
p.m., then from 3:30 until 5 p.m. he
will participate in a meeting on ra-
cial profiling. American Civil Lib-
erties Union Nevada Executive Di-
rector Gary Peck, and State Senator
Joe Neal (D- Dist4) and Assembly-
man Wendell Williams (D- Dist. 6),
all prominent voices against racial
profiling, are expected to attend.

Following the rally at Doolittle,
Sharpton’s itinerary calls for an
hour-long exitmeeting with Collins
and Washington. He is scheduledto
depart from Las Vegas about an
hour later. ,

One of the strengths of
Sharpton’s method, according to
Washington, is “direct contact,”
which he says will provide Sharpton
the benefit of viewpoints other than
just Collins’. He called this first
visit to the grassroots NAN organi-
zation in Nevada an opportunity for
Sharpton to “meet the community,”
saying he wants “to really kick-off
the Las Vegas Branch, and let ev-
erybody know that this is some-
Ihmg he’s really going to be be-
hind.”

“Based on Rev. Sharpton’s track
record in other communities, this
community is going to be in for a
total treat, in terms of being in-
cluded and involved,” he said.

“We want everyone to come out
and welcome him at the reception,”
urged Washington, where dona-
tions, he said, will be $20.

Change 1is good.

you're right.

This past year has been a pretty confusing
one for everyone with all the changes in the
utility industry, and some of that is being

reflected on your bill,

However, we want to do everything we can
right now to make your bill simpler to under-
stand and work with the Public Utilities
Commission on ways to make it even clearer
in the future. Meantime, we've made some
changes on your bill right now so you have a
better idea of exactly what you're paying for.

Beginning this month, you will see the follow-
ing simpler wording and format on your bill.

Fnramorndetaﬂodnplanamuofwurﬂmaﬁ Puwarhili visit our web site at:
nevadapower.com

If you think your power bill is confusing,
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Energy Usage:

Is the cost of the electricity you use each month. This covers the
cost of fuel to generate electricity as well as the power we regular-
ly purchase from suppliers to serve you. The first 400 kWh are billed
at the lowest rate; the next 275 kWh at a slightly higher rate. Any

usage above 675 kWh is billed at the next higher level.

Delivery Services:
Reflects your share of the cost to bring power to your door, and
includes the cost of maintaining and operating power lines and exist-
ing facilities (such as substations and other equipment), as well as the
construction of new facilities to ensure continued reliability for all cus-
tomers. This dollar amount is calculated based on your total con-
sumption of electricity for the month. “Delivery Services” is not a
new charge; it is what we used to call the “General Energy
Charge.” We have changed the name to make it more descriptive.
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Nevada Power.

when it makes your bill
er and easier to read.
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