WASHINGTON (AP) -
Almost every week a death
row inmate somewhere in
America asks the nation’s
highest court for a reprieve.
Almost every week the Su-
preme Court says no, and an-
otherexecution goes forward.

Now, as the two female
justices publicly express
qualms about the death pen-
alty, thehigh courtseems pre-
pared this fall for the most
extensive reconsideration of
the issue in a quarter-cen-
tury. The court is far from a
head-on confrontation over
whether the death penalty
violates the Constitution’s
prohibition on cruel and un-
usual punishment. At least
three of the nine justices are
firm death penalty support-
ers, and none is an abolition-
istonthe model of such liber-
als as the late Thurgood
Marshall.

Instead, in choosing to
hear some death row appeals
and in unusually blunt public
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comments, the court is pok-
ing around the edges of the
national debate over whether
the death penalty is being ap-
plied fairly.

“The justices are not im-
mune to this whole new at-
mosphere about the death

* penalty, the debate that is

under way and the concern
aboutaccuracy and fairness,”
said Richard Dieter, execu-
tive director of the Death
Penalty Information Center,
a clearinghouse that is criti-
cal of the way the death pen-
alty is applied.

The court’s interest coin-
cides with the high-profile
releases of 10 death row in-
mates after DNA tests proved
or suggested their innocence
and with public opinion polls
that show public unease with
some aspects of American
capital justice.

The American Bar Asso-
ciation, opening its annual
meeting in Chicago this week,
recommended that states that
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Supreme Court may set death penalty limits

allow the death penalty ex-
amine the process, from trial
through lengthy appeals, to
improve its faimess.

“Every state that imposes
the death penalty has a duty
todetermine whetherits capi-
tal punishment system is
flawed and, if so, to eliminate
those flaws,” said Michael
Greco, head of the ABA panel
that released a step-by-step
guide for reviews of state
capital punishment proce-
dures.

Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor startled her audi-
ence as well as people on
both sides of the issue when
she opened a speech in Min-
nesota lastmonth by suggest-
ing that the country may need
minimum standards for law-
yers representing people fac-
ing the death penalty.

“After 20 years on (the)
highcourt, Ihaveto acknowl-
edge that serious questions
are being raised about
whether the death penalty is

being fairly administered in
this country,” O’Connorsaid.

A cautious death penalty
supporter, O’Connor noted
the approximately 20-fold
increase in the number of
executions carried out each
yearsinceshe joined the court
in 1981, and said the quick-
ening pace has highlighted
problems.

“Perhaps most alarming
among these is the fact that if
statistics are any indication
the system may well be al-
lowing some innocent defen-
dants to be executed,” she
said.

Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg said she would sup-
port at least one state’s pro-
posal to suspend executions
while the process was exam-
ined. “I have yet to see a
death case among the dozens
coming to the Supreme Court
on eve-of-execution (re-
prieve) applications in which
the defendant was well rep-
resented at trial,” Ginsburg

said in a speech in April.

More than 700 people
have been executed since the
Supreme Court declared in
1976 that it is possible to ad-
minister the death penalty
fairly, and allowed states to
reinstate the practice.

The justices are now the
court of last resort for some
70 or 80 condemned people a
year, but death penalty sup-
porter Justice Clarence Tho-
mas recently told a St. Louis
audience that the court’s re-
views are never routine.

“I think the concem is
there, it’s a continuing con-
cern and a concern height-
ened by the finality,” Tho-
mas said last month.

In its most recent term the
court voted 6-3 to overturn
the death sentence of a re-
tarded Texas killer.
O’Connor wrote a majority
opinion critical of the way
Texas authorities handled the
case.

The court has agreed to

August 9, 2001 /5

hear appeals from two addi-
tional Death Row inmates in
the fall. With drama that does
not usually attend the court’s
dry, one-ortwo-sentence pro-
nouncements on most death
penalty cases, the justices
stopped the men’s executions
with only hours to spare.

One case goes beyond the
procedural issues in the re-
cent Texas case to test the
constitutionality of executing
the mentally retarded. The
court settled that question
with a qualified yes a dozen
years ago. In agreeing to re-
visit the issue, the court will
look at whether national atti-
tudes have changed.

The justices also agreed
to hear an appeal froma con-
victed killer whose court-ap-
pointed lawyer once repre-
sented the victim. While an
unusual question, the case
may offer the court an oppor-
tunity to look more widely at
the quality of legal represen-
tation in capital cases.

(Continued from Page 1)

The program will serve
Nevada inmates regardless of
race, Jones said.

The halfway houses will
be spread throughout South-
ern Nevada. Some of the
thouses that are being consid-
ered include those seized by
the government for drug of-
fenses. Money for refurbish-
ingand furnishing the houses
will be available.

Restoring ex-offenders to
society, reuniting them with
their families, providing jobs,
counseling and shelter, and a
“parole to payroll” sweep of
services will cost taxpayers
far less than incarcerating a

person again, he said.

Jones said counselors will
go into the prisons and iden-
tify those who will be re-

‘leased within 90 days. Then,

the pre-release counseling
will begin. All ofthe services
currently offered by MAASN
will be available to the ex-
offenders.

No one may participate
who is over 35 years old and
no sex offenders will be al-
lowed to participate. Inmates
in prison on a second offense
who have been sentenced to
10 years without parole will
not be eligible for the pro-
gram. No third-time offend-
ers will eligible.

The Rev. Willie Davis ap-
proached Senator Harry Reid
with the idea for the program,
Jones said.

Reid’s office researched
the need forastate-wide com-
prehensivere-entry program.
Nevada is the only state with-
out a program in place.

Reid’s office is now help-
ing with the grant, which is
supported by all of Nevada’s
legislative delegation.

Jones said he will submit
letters of support to the Jus-
tice Department from South-
ern Nevada city councils,
mayors and the county com-
mission.

A response from the Jus-

Literacy
(Continued from Page 4)
things Blacks lose.

Dick Robinson, chairman,
presidentand chiefexecutive
officer of Scholastic, Inc.,
said the lovc‘of reading is as
important as the act itself.

“We want children to want
to read as much as we want
them to learn to read,” he
declared.

Robinson is well aware of

what makes children read.
Scholastic is the publisher of
the famous Harry Potter se-
ries that broke the record for
book sales last year.

The announcement was
also a joyful one for Secre-

" tary of Education Roderick

Paige, part of the press con-
ferenceanda League literacy
forum that immediately fol-
lowed.

Paige, one of the Bush
administration’s most high-
profile African-Americans,

. called the project “outstand-
. ing'l'l

“You are going to be
adopting what works. It’s too
late for trial and error,” said
Paige. During the forum,
Paige pushed President
Bush’s plan to close the
achievement gap.

(Continued from Page 4)

waging minor fights inside, major fights go

on outside.”

Kingpromised the SCLC would fight many
ills facing blacks and poor Americansinclud-
ing crime, homelessness, hunger and inad-

equate education.

The national convention, which runs
through Wednesday, was expected to include
a celebration of enactment of the Voting
Rights Act and workshops on issues such as
voter registration, racial profiling and repara-

tions for slavery.

Georgiastate Rep. Tyrone Brooks, a former

field director for the SCLC, said he expects

the convention to rally around King. He said
if there is unhappiness among delegates it is
more likely to be with Claud Young, for

making an internal dispute public.

He also said there may be a silver lining in
the infighting.

“This may be a blessing in disguise,”
Brooks said. “It will force the SCLC to take
a hard look at itself.”

tice Department is expected
by September.

Collegium Alliance Board
members include the Rev.
Willie Davis, Undersheperd
Second Baptist Church;

Judge Warren
VanLandshoot, North Las
Vegas Municipal Court; Dr.
John Esperian, director of
prison education and CCSN
interim vice president; Tony

Gladney, vice president of
community affairs, MGM-
Mirage Group; Dr. Bob Baily,
community liaison to Gov.
Kenny Guinn; Assemblyman

(See Alliance, Page 13)
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A New Way of Living
At Vintage Desert Rose

A distinctive senior community*

SENIOR APARTMENTS

- COMMUNITY FEATURES
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Cheery 1 and 2 bedroom plans beginning at $446/mo.

702-648-5588 for more information.
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