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Future for Minneapolis

mayor Belton in doubt

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -
As Sharon Sayles Belton
seeks a third term as mayor of
Minnesota’s largest city, she
has some good thingsto show
voters: low crime, growing
population and a healthy
economy despite slowdowns
elsewhere.

But less than a year after
she served as co-chair of the
committee that drafted the

platform for the 2000 Demo-_

cratic National Convention,
Democrats last weekend
skipped a chance to endorse
Sayles Belton.

Suddenly, the city’s first
black and first woman mayor
appears vulnerable to chal-
lengers who complain about
high housing costs, traffic
congestion and a falloff in
basic services.

Sayles Belton ran second
in the convention balloting.
Internet consultantand neigh-
borhood activist R.T. Rybak
had 49 percent to her 48 per-

Sharon Sayles Belton
cent before the delegates
broke without an endorse-
ment.

The failure to receive 60
percent approval means
Sayles Belton will face a Sep-
tember primary fight against
several opponents withoutthe
advantages of money, man-
power and momentum con-
veyed by the endorsement.
Whoever emerges from the
Democratic field is likely to
be the next mayor; Minne-
apolis hasn’t had a Republi-

can mayor since 1961,
Steve Schier, a political
scientist at Carleton College
in nearby Northfield, said
Sayles Belton wasn’t pre-
pared for the convention and
was hurt by activists who
dominated the meeting,
“But the city is in pretty
good shape, and it would be
an amazing thing were she to

"be thrown out,” Schier said.

Despite its strong points,
Minneapolis is not what it
used to be for some in Sayles
Belton’s party.

“Growing up in South
Dakota, the big deal was to
come to the big city - which
for us was Minneapolis - and
go downtown for the day,”
said Scott Mayer, a conven-
tion delegate. “It had some-
thing for everyone.”

Mayer, who would not say
who he supports in the race,
has been dismayed by some
projects. He points to a city-

(See Mayor, Page 9)

Net access lower for poor students
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Students of all
economic levels have access to computersjn
school, but low-income students are only
about half as likely to have Internet access in
their classroom, according to a survey.

The report, by Education Week, found
that 39 percent of classrooms in high-poverty
schools had Internet connections in 1999,
compared to 74 percent in those with few
poor students.

“The digital divide is reinventing itself,”
said Kevin Bushweller, the magazine’s assis-
tant managing editor and a project editor for
the report.

Using 1999 Education Department statis-
tics, the report found that Internet connec-
tions in school buildings are nearly universal
at 95 percent, with 63 percent of classrooms
online.

The report said computer access for stu-
dents was nearly constant across economic
lines. Using private marketing data, the re-
port found that there were 8.8 students per
computer in schools with many poor students

in 2000 - shightly higher than the eight siu—
dents per computer in other schools.
In a survey also included in the report,

‘researchers also found that half of 500 stu-

dents surveyed said they use a computer at
school an hour a week or less. Only 29 per-
cent said they use a computer for two to four
hours weekly atschool. The telephone survey
of students in seventh through 12th grade was
conducted Jan. 15-28 by Harris Interactive.

An unrelated survey released last March
found that, despite the Internet’snear univer-
sal presence in schools, most teachers don’t
spend much time online and don’t turn to the
Web when developing lessons.

Ninety-seven percent of 600 teachers sur-
veyed said their schools have Internet access,
but 60 percent said they spend half an hour or
less online at school each day. Only 6 percent
said they spend an hour or more online.

Only a third said the Internet is integrated
into their classrooms, with many teachers
saying they justdon’t have enough time to go
online.

Hate Crimes

(Continued from Page 4)
here,”” the mother said. :

“They ... did everything to his grave. We
just need something to wake them up. By
passing this bill, it did,” she said.

Two of the men who killed Byrd are on
death row. The third was sentenced to life in
prison. The act, which received final legisla-
tive approval Thursday, ended years of de-
bate. The bill strengthens penalties for crimes
motivated by a victim’s race, religion. color,
sex, disability, sexual preference, age or na-
tional origin.

Texas already has a hate-crimes law that
increases penalties if a crime is proven fo be
“motivated by bias or prejudice,” but it does
not list specific categories of people who are
protected. Some prosecutors have said it is
too vague to enforce.

Two years ago, a similar bill passed the

House but was turned down by the Senate
when critics complained it created unneces-
sary distinctions for homosexuals. Bush re-
fused to support the measure, and Democrats
later criticized him for that during the White
House campaign.

Asrecently as Thursday, Perry said he had
not decided whether he would sign the bill
and was concerned it would “create new
classes of citizens.”

“As governor of a very large, diverse state,
in all matters it is desirable to seek common
ground, common ground for the common
good,” Perry said Friday.

Louvon Harris, one of Byrd’s sisters,
praised the governor for his decision.

“We're so overjoyed and grateful at this
point. | have no words to describe how we
feel at this point. It was a long road,” Harris
told American Urban Radio Networks.

Tn ﬂ n Hs fo Club Ride's communiy partmers,

. ue are improving Southern Nevada's traffic problems
and providing expanded employee benefifs.

Leadership. Determination. Vision. The Regional Transportation
Commission recognizes these qualities in the corporations and
public agencies that have joined Club Ride Commuter Services.
They are enjoying the many RTC sponsored benefits that improve
employee performance, offer federal tax advantages and provide an
attractive addition to employee benefit packages, all while improving

our transportation mobility and air quality in Southern Nevada.

The PIC would like to acknowledge these visionary corporate and
community partners who are helping us build a better future for

Southern Nevada.

AIC/Vancom of Nevada

Bally's Las Vegas

Clark County Government Center
Clark County Health District

Gold Strike Hotel & Gambling Hall
Good Humor-Breyers Ice Cream
High Desert Correctional Cenfer
Laidlaw Transit, Inc.

Lowestfare.com

Merch Medco Paid Prescripfions

MGM Grand

MACGroup Research Insfitufe

Nevada Department of Transportation

NOS Communications

Primadonna Resorts

Regional Flood Control District
Southern Desert Correctional Center
t. Rose Dominican Hospital

Stalion Casinos

5. Environmental Protection Agency
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Commuter Services

If your company is ready to enhance your
employees’ benefit package and help caxiioe,
improve Southern Nevada’s quality of life, S 2,
call the RTC5 Club Ride team at 676-1676 S ==X
and join us as we build our new roadmap

for the future.
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