
Black congressional group 
visits eastern Cuban region 

Lorenzo Martin 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
The Congressional Black Caucus recently 

visited Santiago, Cuba, where Juan Carlos 

Robinson, the Provincial Communist Party 
Secretary and mover and shaker of what 

happens in the province, greeted caucus 

chairman James Clyburn. 
Included in the party were U.S. Reps. 

Benny Thompson, D-Miss., and Gregory 
Meeks, D-N.Y., their wives, staff and pri- 
vate members of the delegation. 

Santiago is central in Cuban history for 
several reasons. It is the birthplace of the 

Cuban revolution Fidel Castro and his com- 

rades launched from there in 1953. It is rich 
in Afro-Cuban cultural and religion — a 

blend of African, Spanish and, later, Haitian 
culture along with the dominant African 

rhythms that describe the people in this 

eastern region of Cuba. 
It is also significant because of the domi- 

nance of Afro-Cubans who live in the city 
and province of Santiago. It is from these 
roots that Juan Carlos Robinson grew into, 
one of the most dynamic political leaders 
and today serves with 10 others on the 

country’s poli-bureau that oversees the day- 
to-day county workings. 

As the Aerogaviota Airline plane landed, 
dignitaries positioned themselves according 
to protocol and waited to greet the party in a 

sultry 102 degrees. Descending the plane 
was Clyburn followed by Reps. Thompson 
and Meeks. The remainder of the delegation 
followed the entourage to the VIP room of 
the airport where they were received and 
welcomed by dignitaries. Young girls gave 
bouquets of red roses to the wives and other 
female delegates, while white gladiolas were 

given to the men. 

Welcoming the delegation were local 
party officials led by Robinson. He asked, 
“How is (Calif. Rep.) Maxine (Waters) do- 
ing? Her delegation was down here not so 

long ago.” Inquiring about restaurant owner 

Bill Collins, Robinson loosened the delega- 
tion up by saying, he sells chickens, but he 
doesn’t know how to cook them. Laugher 
seemed to settle the delegation down for 
business. 

Robinson said he was happy for two 

reasons. “I am happy that you (delegation) 
are here and we are all happy because it is 
Raul Castro’s 60th birthday. (Raul is the 
brother of Fidel Castro.) We are celebrating 
and want you to choose where you want to 

go. Nothing is compulsory,” the chairman 
added. “There are places, fairs, cultural ar- 

eas, carnival museums, and of course the 
markets.” 

“Brothers and sisters, our struggle is to 

promote the ideas of social justice,” Robinson 
said on a serious note. Rep. Clybum an- 

swered, “We feel a kinship and friendship 
with you. We can’ t select kinship, but through 
love and affection we can be friends. 

“We are celebrating the recent court de- 
cision ruling that Elian should be with his 
father and they both should return to Cuba as 

soon as possible,” Clyburn told the officials. 
“Next week in the U.S. Congress, we will 

attempt to modify the blockade against Cuba. 
We believe it will lay the foundations to 

remove it in the near future,” he said. 
The chairman further explained that he 

wished to see the travel restrictions lifted. “I 
am aware of the similarities between us; we 

have similar background and histories,” he 

added. 
The delegation and the Santiago guests 

boarded a bus for the marketplace. It was 

bustling and crowded with people on the 
sidewalks and streets selling flowers, fish and 
merchandise, Chairman Robinson in his char- 
ismatic manner walked down the street, draw- 

ing crowds of people who surrounded him. 
Taking a baby from a carriage, he held it up, 
kissed it and proudly gave it back to her 
mother. 

As the television cameras rolled, Robinson 
recognized some Haitian medical students 
who were studying to be doctors at the Medi- 
cal School. He explained that they were tak- 

ing a crash course in Spanish to make their 
studies easier. By this time, the streets were 

full of well-wishers wanting to get close to 

the African-Americans. Robinson introduced 
the delegation and explained why they were 

there. The mainly Afro-Cuban crowd moved 
in more and studied the congressmen and 
their wives. 

Picking up a bunch of flowers, Robinson 

smiling said, “Perhaps, one day these flowers 
will be sold in America.” And then it was off 
to the museum where Robinson met more 

friends. This time he stopped a jeep and 
introduced everyone to its driver. 

Short on time, the chairman and his con- 

gressional delegation took pictures on the 

stops of th§ museum (an old Batista Garrison) 
still bearing the scars of the first battle which 
kicked off the July 26,1953 revolution led by 
Castro, his brother and others. The museum 

was dedicated to the history of that battle that 
started in Oriental Province and ended in the 
streets of Havana in 1959. The truck used for 
the escape of Castro and his group was on 

display. 
Explaining the reasons for the revolution, 

Robinson told the delegation that they fought 
for the ideas of social justice, health care, 

education and the right to work for everyone. 
The delegation visited its National Cem- 

etery where Reps. Clyburn, Thompson and 
Meeks honored both American and Cuban 
heroes by placing flowers on the bier dovered 
by a Cuban Flag in the center of the rotunda. 
The statute of Jose Marti looked over the 
fallen heroes. 

After a shopping spree in the middle of 
town, Robinson took the delegation to 

Callejon Bofill Cafe, where an Afro-Cuban 
band entertained the group. Members were 

singled out to perform the latest Cuban/Latin 
dances. 

The delegation was treated to a formal sit- 
down luncheon in one of the most beautiful 
restaurants in Santiago. The table and seating 
was arranged according to protocol. Of course, 

Robinson, who seemed to know where every- 
one was going to sit, directed it. 

Robinson proposed a toast of apprecia- 
tion. He then had presents of coffee given to 

the delegation. Rep. Meeks gave a toast for 
brotherhood, then followed with a promise to 

vote for the elimination of the blockade. 
“Nations are based on equality. It will be a 

step-by-step process,” continued Congress- 
man Meeks. 

Chairman Clyburn summed up the 

delegation’s position. Of Elian Gonzalez, he 
stressed that the solidarity of the Congres- 
sional Black Caucus with the overwhelming 
Cuban and American people to have Elian 
and his father and returned to Cuba. 

Lorenzo Martin is editor of the Standard 

Newspapers. 

Take off your suit sooner. 

CAT's new Commuter Express gets you there faster and 

easier. And using a 30-day Rolling CAT Pass to ride it 

makes your daily commute even more so. The CAT Pass 

cuts monthly commuting costs to $30 (only $15 if you’re 
6 to 17 years old, 62+ or disabled), and the Commuter 

Express cuts the daily hassles. Taking advantage of both 

saves you time and money-so you can take it easy. For 

Commuter Express routes and schedules, and CAT Pass 

information, call CAT-RIDE (228-7433). 
Transit Reduced Fare ID mandatory for discounted price. Children 5 years or younger ride 

free when accompanied by a fare-paying, responsible person. 

NOW OYER 50 VENDOR LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE GREATER LAS VEGAS AREA 

DOWNTOWN 
Downtown Transportation Center 
300 North Casino Center Blvd. 

By Mail: 
CAT PASSES 
P.O. Box 1480 
Las Vegas, NV 89125 

NORTHWEST 

I 
Cash to Go 
Rancho & Cheyenne 
Check City 
W. Lake Mead & Torrey Pines 

Mail Link + 

Rainbow & Washington 
Meadows Mall Information Desk 
Meadows Lane & Valley View 

Nationwide Check Services 
515 Fremont Street (east of Las Vegc 
Blvd.) 
Postal Junction 
Lake Mead & Rampart 
Rancho Check Cashing 
Rancho & Washington (in swapme 

Supermercado 
Rancho & Washington 
Westside Federal Credit Union #2 
1100 N. Martin Luther King & Monrc 

SOUTHWEST 
Cash to Go 
Valley View & Sahara 

Community College of So. NV 
W. Charleston & Torrey Pines 

(bookstore) 
First Class Check Cashing 
W. Flamingo & Arville 

Mailboxes Etc. 
Buffalo & Flamingo 
Mailboxes Etc. 
Decatur & Flamingo 
POSTNET 
Rainbow & Flamingo 
Senior Dimensions Service Center 
Rancho & West Charleston 

NORTHEAST 
AOK Mail Center 
E. Charleston & Nellis 

Community College of So. NV 

Cheyenne & Van Der Meer 

(bookstore) 
Continental Currency/Cashland 
E. Lake Mead & Civic Center 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
Eastern & Bonanza 

North Las Vegas Housing Authority 
1632 Yale Street 

Eastern Check Cashing 
N. Eastern & Owens (in swapmeet) 
Maria's Market 
E. Cheyenne & Marydee 
Mario's Westside Market 
N. Martin Luther King & Lake Mead 

Mail & More 
Civic Center & Lake Mead 

My Office 
Lamb (Between Washington & 

Bonanzo) 
Pack and Mail 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Supermercado 
Las Vegas Blvd. N. & Pecos 

Thunderbird Mail Center 
N. Las Vegas Blvd. & Lamb 

SOUTHEAST 
Advantage Check Cashing 
E. Sahara & Lynnwood 
Cash Plus 
Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo 
Copy & Mail Center 
E. Tropicana & Morris 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
E. Tropicana & Mojave 
Foreign Money Exchange 
S. Las Vegas Blvd. & Convention 
Center Dr. 

Kwiky Mini Mart 

Tropicana & Spencer 

Plus Mail 
Charleston & Bruce 

Mailboxes Plus 
Paradise & Flamingo 
Supermercado #2 

Maryland Pkwy. & Tropicana 
Twain Check Cashing 
Twain & Swenson (South side) 
UNLV (Moyer Student Union) 
Maryland & University Ave 

Village East Drugs 
Sunset & Eastern 

Village East Drugs 
Eastern & Tropicana 

BOULDER CITY 

Expedition Depot 
1297 Nevada Highway, Boulder City 
Nevada Drug Health Mart 
1220 Arizona St. 

HENDERSON 
Checks Plus 
1210 N. Boulder Hwy 
Community College of So. NV, HD 
700 College Dr. (bookstore) 
Postnet Express 
Boulder Hwy & Palo Verde 
(in Smith's) 

LAUGHLIN 
Palace Jewelry & Loan 
3030 S Needles Hwy. #300 

Flamingo Hilton Gift Shop 
1900 S. Casino Dr. 

MESQUITE 
Postnet Express 
350 N. Sandhill Blvd. (in Smith's) 

TDD 455-5997 

For information call 

CAT-RIDE 228-7433 
Hablamos Espanol 

CAT... Let's Ride 
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