
Holyfield, Ruiz try to sell Heavyweight title fight 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — 

Evander Holy field doesn’t 
just believe his upcoming 
fight with John Ruiz is a le- 

gitimate heavyweight title 

fight. 
He also believes he should 

still be the undisputed heavy- 
weight champion. 

Nevermind thatthejudges 
in Holy field’s fight last No- 
vember with Lennox Lewis 
decided otherwise. 

“Everybody knows I 
won,” Holyfield said last 
week. “The fact is, I was the 
champion and I was the most 

aggressive. I’m the one who 
made that fight.” 

The 37-year-old Holyfield 
isn’t about to apologize for 

taking the June 10 fight with 
Ruiz that will be for the WB A 

version of the heavyweight 

title taken from Lewis for not 

defending it against the top- 
ranked challenger. 

To Holyfield, it is not only 
a true heavyweight title fight, 
but an opportunity to regain 
what he believes was unfairly 
taken from him. 

“My goal is to be the un- 

disputed heavyweight cham- 
pion once again,” Holyfield 
said prior to a news confer- 
ence announcing the fight at 

Caesars Palace. 
Both Holyfield and Ruiz 

used last Saturday’s fight be- 
tween Lewis and Michael 
Grant to press their point that 
Ruiz, the No. 1 WBA con- 

tender, should have rightfully 
been given the title shot Grant 
got against Lewis. 

Promoter Don King, of 
course, couldn’t resist add- 

Tyson accused of hitting, 
cursing out exotic dancer 

Sentinel-Voice 
Former boxing champion Mike Tyson is again experienc- 

ing women troubles. 
Victoria Bianco, an exotic dancer at Cheetah’s, 2112 

Western Ave., claims the former heavyweight champion hit 
her while she was walking across the club and shouted 

expletives at her during their encounter Monday. 
Cheetah’s management denied Bianco’s story. They said 

Tyson merely rebuffed the 24-year-old stripper’s offer of a 

lap dance. 
Police investigating the matter said they have very little to 

go on. 

Tyson is no stranger to violence. He was imprisoned for a 

1992 rape conviction, served time for an incident involving a 

traffic accident and had his Nevada boxing license revoked 
for biting the ear of Evander Holy field during a championship 
fight in 1998. 

Doctor cleared in Lewis case 
BOSTON (AP)—A doc- 

tor who told Reggie Lewis he 
had a “normal athlete’s heart” 
two months before the Bos- 
ton Celtics star died shooting 
baskets was cleared Monday 
of charges in Lewis’ death. 

Jurors were asked to de- 
cide whether cardiologist Gil- 
bert Mudge provided Lewis 
with substandard care, and 
whether that negligence 
caused the player’s 1993 
death at 27. 

The lawyer for Lewis’ 
widow, Donna Harris-Lewis, 
said he has not decided on an 

appeal. Neither Harris-Lewis 
nor Mudge was in the court- 
room when the verdict was 

read. 
The 16 jurors decided in 

Mudge’s favor moments af- 
terbeing told the sides agreed 
to accept a verdict with 12 
votes, instead of 13, to avoid 
another hung jury. 

“I hope the time has now 

come when everybody in- 
volved in the case can count 
their many blessings and 

move on with their lives,” 
J udge Thayer Fremont-Smith 
said. 

In a letter read by Mudge’s 
lawyer, the doctor and his 
wife thanked the jury and 
judge. 

“We are gratified by their 
obvious attention to the evi- 
dence in deciding this most 

complex case,” they said. 
Neil Rossman, the lawyer 

for Lewis’ widow and two 

children, said his client 
needed time to compose her- 
self. 

“She’ll never get over the 
loss of her husband, and the 
children will never get over 

the loss of their father,” he 
said. “But she’s had the op- 
portunity to have this ques- 
tion answered by a jury of her 

peers.” 
The verdict comes more 

than seven years after Lewis 
first collapsed on the court 

during an NBA playoff game, 
and 11 months after a differ- 
ent jury failed to reach a ver- 

dict on Mudge’s culpability. 

ing his own verbal jabs about 
a fight that lasted less than 
two rounds. 

“I guarantee you this fight 
will be a better world cham- 

pionship fight than Lewis and 
Grant,” King said. “That fight 
was a farce.” 

Ruiz, a fringe heavy- 
weight despite his ranking, 
said he considered Holyfield 
a better fighter than Lewis 

anyway. 
“I think he’s a true cham- 

pion,” Ruiz said. “He’s not 

holding belts now, but I think 
he’s the better of them.” 

Ruiz (36-3,27 knockouts) 
doesn’t have much more of a 

claim to fame than Grant, 
who was undefeated in 31 
fights, but was exposed for 
his amateurish ways by 
Lewis. 

The Boston-based fighter 
has faced no serious contend- 
ers outside of David Tua, who 
knocked Ruiz out in the first 

round in March 1996, al- 

though he is riding an 11- 

fight winning streak since 
then. 

ButRuiz does have the top 
ranking, and since Holyfield 
is No. 2, they will meet for the 
vacated title in the scheduled 
12-round bout at Caesars Pal- 
ace. 

“The name alone makes 
me want to fight Holyfield,” 
he said. 

Lewis said after beating 

Grant that whoever won the 
WB A title would merely have 
a “paper title” and would not 

be recognized as a legitimate 
heavyweight champion. 

ButNorman Stone, Ruiz’s 
manager, noted that Lewis 
first became heavyweight 
champion by picking up the 
WBC belt that Riddick Bowe 
tossed in a garbage can. 

“John is fighting the real 
heavyweight champion any- 
way,” Stone said. 

URBAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
“URBAN EMPOWERMENT OF BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY” 

MAKE OUR NUMBERS COUNT 
The Urban Chamber in association with elected African- 
American officials are requesting that all of the estimated 
112,000 blacks living in Clark County accept the 

responsibility of making sure that you, your family and 
friends are counted in the U.S. Census. 

When it comes time for funding government services, if 

you have not been counted, then we will miss out on the 

“goodies.” 

If you have received your form and completed it “that’s 

great!” If you have not returned it, please do so today. If 

you have not received a form, call the Census Bureau and 
have them mail you one. 

If you have any questions, 
please give our office a call at 648-6222. 

WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU ////// 
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