Group: Condomuse
crucial in AIDS fight

WASHINGTON (IPS)—
The use of condoms
worldwide must triple in
order to stop the spread of
HIV/AIDS and other
sexually-transmitted
diseases, according toareport
by a prominent U.S. public
health agency.

An estimated six to nine
billion condoms are used
throughout the world each
year, but this number must be
increased to24 billionin order
toimpede the spread of AIDS
and other diseases, says the
study, “Closing the Condom
. Gap,” by the John Hopkins
School of Public Health in
Baltimore, Md.

“Narrowing the gap
between the need and use of
condoms is a major public
health challenge,” the report
said.

New efforts are needed 1o
make condoms more
accessible, including
lowering their cost,
effectively promoting their
use, and overcoming the
many social and personal
obstacles to their use,
particularly in developing
countries where the impact
of AIDS ismostacute, itsaid.

Atleast 33 million people
worldwide are living with
HIV/AIDS, and another 14
million have died. Some
16,000 new infections are
estimated to occur every day,
about 60 percent of them in
women, many of whom pass
the disease along to their
newborn children.

Nearly six million people
became infected last year
alone, according to the U.N.
special AIDS program, about
two-thirds of whom live in
sub-Saharan Africa. Several
countries in the southern part
of Africa report that more
than 20 percent of their adult
population is infected.

AIDS is also spreading

quickly in Asia, particularly
in South and Southeast Asia.
The region is believed to
account for another 20
percent of all new 1998
infections.

In addition to the toll
exacted by AIDS last year,
other sex-related diseases
infected some 333 million
people, according to the
report, which is based on
dozens of recent studies.

Most of all diseases could
be prevented if people used
condoms correctly and
consistently, according tothe
report which notes,
“Laboratory tests show that
no sexually-transmitted
infection, including HIV, can
penetrate an intact latex
condom.”

Still, people often are
reluctant or unable to use
them. Many simply don’tlike
the condom as a form of
contraception, butmany more
cannot afford them or obtain
them easily. Still others
believe they face little or no
risk of pregnancy or disease.

Unmarried young people
are especially at risk,
according to the report. Many
face social pressures to have
sex buthave difficulty getting
condoms, in part because
many family-planning
programs are not geared
toward them.

“Family planning
programs usually focus on
the contraceptive needs of
married women, while much
of the need for condoms is to
prevent HIV/AIDS and other
infections among unmarried
people, particularly youth,”
the report stated.

Half of all people who
become infected are between
the ages of 10 and 25 years.
“In the era of AIDS young
people need guidance,
encouragement, and access
to condoms.”
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Study: Minorities more prone to diabetes

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Hispanic and black children are
apparently more prone to developing an adult form of
diabetes that can lead to heart attacks, strokes, blindness and
amputations if it’s not diagnosed and treated early,
researchers said Saturday.

But more research needs to be done to target specific risk
factors among different ethnic groups, said the scientists,
who released their findings at the annual conference of the
American Diabetes Association.

Two separate studies conducted by researchers at New
York’s Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center at Columbia
Presbyterian Center and the UCSD School of Medicine
concluded that obesity also plays a major factor in whether
children will develop Type II diabetes, a form of diabetes
usually seen in people 45 years and older.

Almost 16 million people in the United States have

diabetes, the sixth-leading cause of death in the country.
The most common and serious form of diabetes is Type I1;
Type 1 is less common, but easier to diagnose and generally
affects children.

“Type II diabetes was practically unheard of in young
people until the last few years, and its recent appearance is
alarming,” said Dr. Robin S. Goland, co-director of the
Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center.

The UCS D study assessed 58 children and teen-agers of
different ethnicities who had been diagnosed with Type II
diabetes. All except one were overweight. More than 50
percent were Hispanic and 19 percent were black.

In the Columbia Presbyterian study, researchers studied
19 obese children. Nearly half were Hispanic and 37 percent
were black. In both studies, Caucasian, Asian, American
Indian children were also part of the study.
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Entertainers Against Cancer

“Singin’ For Survival”
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“And The Beat Goes On” )
“Rock Steady”
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The Whisppene

HIT ALBUMS
“A Toast To The Ladies”
“Love Is Where You Find It”
“Just Gets Better With Time”
“Songs Of Baby Face”
“Love For Love”

ConFunkShun

featuring
Michael Cooper & Felton Pilate

BAY
Resort & Casino

“Stay In My Corner”
“Oh What A Night”

Island Ballroom
NO HOST BAR

“Straight From The Heart”
“Love’s Train”

Business or Cocktail Attire
Friday, July 9, 1999 and Saturday, July 10, 1999 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - VIP Reception & Autograph Session ¢ 8:00 p.m. Seating Begins

VIP Tables $1.000(Rounds of Ten)
Includes private reception with performers, food, waitress, best seats, souvenir program, autographs

General Tables: $750 per table (Rounds of ten)/ $150 per couple ($700/$135 for Cancer Survivors)

Includes waitress, souvenir program and seating behind VIP tables

Door, Trim & Hardware
General Admission $55 ($45 for Cancer Survivors — proof required**)

Remodel Specials
Theatre-style seating behind all tables; no reserved seating

French Doors, Entry . .

Doors, Base & Case. i LIMITED TABLE SEATING — BEST SEATS ON FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE BASIS

Everything in Stock
30% Discount.

Senior Discount
Mon. - Fri. 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 12 noon

383-9088

Davis & Sons, Inc.

For Tickets and Information call the American Cancer Society: 798-6877
Or visit the ACS office at 1325 East Harmon Avenue (at Maryland Parkway)
**Cancer Survivors must pick up tickets at American Cancer Society office
General Admission tickets ONLY available at SIGHT & SOUND: 648-4444, 1000 N. Martin Luther King
Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card and American Express Accepted
All proceeds to benefit cancer patients through services, research and education programs
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