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Justice Deptl.: Arts can help at-risk youngsters

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Arts programs can help
youngstersindanger of acting
out their frustrations through
violence, a Justice Depart-
ment expert on young
offenders told acongressional
panel last week.

“Kids who are able to
communicate with their peers
andadultsare much less likely
tobottle upanger, whichleads
tothekind of incident we saw
very recently in Georgia,”
said John J. Wilson, deputy
administrator of the Office of

Juvenile Justice. “There was
a child who was unable to
express his frustrations.”

He was referring to 15-
year-old T.J. Solomon, who
faces 20 counts of assault,
cruelty and weapons offenses
after shooting and wounding
six youngsters at a suburban
Atlanta school.

He reportedly was
troubled about a breakup with
his girlfriend.

Wilson pointed to a pilot
arts program in Fulton

County, Ga., called “Art at
Work™ that targeted truants
aged 14 to 16 who had been
referred to the program by
probation officers. Itincluded
arts instruction and job and
literacy training. It was
financed by his office and the
National Endowment of the
Arts,

Atthe start of the program,
he said, fewer than three out
of 10 of the truants could
communicate effectively
with one another, but after

two years the figure had risen
to more than eight out of 10.

Wilson also pointed to a
pilot arts program in San
Antonio, Texas, where
delinquent behavior dropped
by 16 percent among 11- to
13-year-olds. The rate in a
control group that was not
enrolled dropped by just 3
percent.

In Portland, Ore., a group
of students 14 to 17 had
already been before courts
for juvenile crimes. Of those

who wentinto anarts program
there was a 22 percent
recidivism rate, compared to
a47percentrate among those
not enrolled.

Wilson spoke to a House
panel considering President
Clinton’s proposed $100
million budget for juvenile
justice programs for fiscal
2000. The Justice Department
has spent $93 million on 573
delinquency prevention
programs over the past few
years, Wilson said.
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DMX’s assault
charges dropped

DENVER (AP) — Authorities have decided not to
file charges against rapper DMX in connection with a
post-concert stabbing at a Denver restaurant,

Police had ordered DMX,, also known as Earl Simmons,
to appear in Denver for an interview after witnesses
placed him in a group that attacked and stabbed a man on
April 28 after a concert at the Denver Coliseum.

Simmons returned last week for the interview and
witnesses were talked to again. Based on the investigation,
the district attorney’s office decided not to file charges,
spokeswoman Sandy Romero said last Thursday.

Detective Virginia Lopez said the charges were
dropped because a conviction was unlikely.

“As we expected, DMX was vindicated,” Simmons’
spokesman Ian Niles said in a statement.

HIT ALBUMS
“A Toast To The Ladies”
“Love Is Where You Find It”
“Just Gets Better With Time”
“Songs Of Baby Face”
“Love For Love”

ConFunkShun

featuring
Michael Cooper & Felton Pilate

HIT SINGLES
“Just Gets Better With Time"
“And The Beat Goes On”
“Rock Steady”
“Say Yes”
N’Lad}’”

The Dells

BAY

Resort & Casino
Island Ballroom

Business or Cocktail Attire

SINGERS x DANCERS x MODELS

AMATEUR and PROFESSIONALS

Fine Tune Your Act Through
ARTIST DEVELOPMENT WITH

Ms. Janis Carter and Staff of
ON TIME PRODUCTIONS, INC.

“25 Years Experlence: Stage, Studio and Theater.”

Are U Ready to Perform?

Get ready for your next stage, screen
or recording performance.
Our Artist Development and Marketing

Services CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
Call now for Enroliment Appointments on
SATURDAYS: JUNE 5th and JUNE 12th

12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.
On Time Productions, Inc.

1951 Stella Lake Street #30
702-638-6362 or 702-391-4634

COMEDIANS * ACTORS * MUSICIANS

“Straight From The Heart”
“Love’s Train”

“Stay In My Corner”
“Oh What A Night”

Friday, July 9, 1999 and Saturday, July 10, 1999 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - VIP Reception & Autograph Session « 8:00 p.m. Seating Begins

VIP Tables $1,000(Rounds of Ten)

Includes private reception with food, waitress, best seats, souvenir program, autographs
General Table Seating $750 (Rounds of Ten)
Includes waitress, souvenir program and seating behind VIP tables
General Admission $55
Theatre-style seating behind all tables; no reserved seating

LIMITED TABLE SEATING — BEST SEATS ON FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE BASIS

For Tickets and Information call the American Cancer Society: 798-6877
Or visit the ACS office at 1325 East Harmon Avenue (at Maryland Parkway)

Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card and American Express Accepted
All proceeds to benefit cancer patients through services, research and education programs




