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Approximately 8.8
percent of allNevada seniors,
1,501, failed the math
componentof the high school
proficiency exam, and 4.9
percent, 829 students, failed
both the math and the English
portions of the required test
the state requires prep
students to take in order to

Thirty-two percent of the
studentsfailing the mathand/
or English were special
education students.

Last year, approximately
98 percent of Nevada seniors
passed the proficiency exam.
This year, 86.2 percent of
seniors passed the test,aresult
some say springs from the
1997 Educational Reform
Act. The reform act created
tougher academic standards
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Nearly 14 percent of state’s seniors not graduating

for all Nevada public school
students. The 1999 senior
class of 1999 was the first to
take the new exam.

To address the low
graduationrate, the Assembly
Education Committee voted
last Thursday to decrease the
passing score for the
mathematics section of the
exam from 61 to 57, which
would mean that 500 seniors
would graduate from Clark

County alone. The measure
to decrease the math passing
score was criticized by a
representative of Gov. Kenny
Guinn, and by Senate
Majority Leader Bill Raggio
in the Las Vegas Review-
Journal.

They said reducing the
score would lessen the
importance of a high school
diploma and send a negative
message to hard-working

students.

The effort to change the
passing math score died
Saturday due to lack of
support in the Senate and the
Assembly. Some lawmakers
will try and revive the issue.

Education Committee
Chairman Wendell Williams
said he wants to help students
who have completed the
necessary 22.5 credits to
graduate and those who have
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been offered scholarships to
universities and other
institutions work around
ineptess on the proficiency
exam. The Department of
Education offered the test for
the fifth time last Tuesday.

Those interested in the
revised standard for the
Nevada State Proficiency
exam can call the Nevada
State Board of Education at
(775) 687-9217.

New York Cop: Officer returned with blood-stained gloves

NEW YORK (AP) — An
officer accused of torturing a
prisoner at a police station
borrowed black leather
gloves just before the alleged
attack and returned them
covered with blood, the
gloves’ owner testified.

Officer Justin Volpe said
he was “sorry about the
gloves” when he gave them
back, Officer Mark Schofield
told jurors Monday at the
federal brutality trial of Volpe
and four other policemen.

9, 1997, as police tried to
disperse an unruly crowd
outside aBrooklyn nightclub.

Schofield said he provided
the gloves to investigators as
evidence about a week after
the arrest, following a heated
telephone conversation with
his sergeant, Michael
Bellomo.

The sergeant, Schofield
testified, said “hedidn’t want
to see anybody go to jail. ... I
told him, “That’s absurd. I
had nothing to do with

investigators had launched a
highly publicized probe.

Prosecutors say a raging melee outside the nightclub while officer
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Volpe—mistakenly thinking
Louima punched him in a

— rammed a stick into
Louima’s rectum and mouth
Charles
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Schwarz held him on the
bathroom floor. The alleged
(See Louima, Page 17)

DNA testing confirmed anything. I'm going to
the blood probably camefrom  internal affairs.”
the prisoner, Abner Lounima, On cross-examination,
according to court papers. Schofield admitted he came
Louimawasarrestedon Aug. forwardonly afterdepartment

Cop Chase
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definitive ruling is needed. “Every single day, law
enforcement officers at all levels throughout our country
are confronted with ... whether to chase and temporarily
stop a person in a high-crime area who runs away at the
mere sight of the police,” the appeal said.

The nation’s highest court twice before had the
opportunity to consider theissue in criminal cases, butleft
it undecided when in 1988 and 1991 it chose instead to
focus on whether police seizures had occurred.

Sam Wardlow was convicted of a weapons violation
after he was arrested on a Chicago street in 1995 while
carrying a loaded handgun in a bag.

Police officers in a patrol car had seen Wardlow spot
them and take off running. They pursued and eventually
comered him, and found the gun after a patdown search.

The incident occurred in the 4000 block of West Van
Buren Street, described by state prosecutors as an area of
“high narcotics traffic” at that time. Wardlow challenged
his conviction forunlawful use of a weapon by a felon and
the two-year prison sentence it carried. He said he had
been subjected to an unlawful stop. His appeal in an
Illinois court raised the issue of whether his running away
from police was enough to create a reasonable suspicion
to justify the stop and patdown search.

A state appeals court threw out his conviction, and the
Illinois Supreme Court upheld thatdecisionlast September
after saying “such flight alone is insufficient to create a
reasonable suspicion of involvementincriminal conduct.”

Police had acted on “nothing more than a hunch,” the
state court said, and in so doing violated Wardlow’s

constitutional rights.

WOMENS HEALTH CENTERS OF SOUTHERN NEVADA
SPECIALIZING IN OBSTETRICS AND G¥YNECOLOGY-

FEMALE DOCTORS IN HENDERSON

(702) 566 - 8070

CHERYL Y. EDWARDS, M.D., FACOG
CAROLYN L. CORNELIUS, M.D.
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HIT SINGLES HIT ALBUMS
“Just Gets Better With Time” “A Toast To The Ladies”
“And The Beat Goes On” “Love Is Where You Find It”
“Rock Steady” “Just Gets Better With Time”
“Say Yes” “Songs Of Baby Face”
“Lady” “Love For Love”

ConFunkShun

featuring
Michael Cooper & Felton Pilate
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 MANDALAY
BAY

Resort & Casino
Island Ballroom

Business or Cocktail Attire

“Straight From The Heart”
“Love’s Train”

“Stay In My Corner”
“Oh What A Night”

Friday, July 9, 1999 and Saturday, July 10, 1999 - 8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - VIP Reception & Autograph Session  8:00 p.m. Seating Begins

VIP Tables $1.000(Rounds of Ten)

Includes private reception with food, waitress, best seats, souvenir program, autographs
General Table Seating $750 (Rounds of Ten)
Includes waitress, souvenir program and seating behind VIP tables
General Admission $55
Theatre-style seating behind all tables; no reserved seating
L ]

LIMITED TABLE SEATING — BEST SEATS ON FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE BASIS

For Tickets and Information call the American Cancer Society: 798-6877
Or visit the ACS office at 1325 East Harmon Avenue (at Maryland Parkway)

Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card and American Express Accepted
All proceeds to benefit cancer patients through services, research and education programs




