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‘A Civil Action' a flawed, but accurate
portrayal of the justice system

By Tammy D. McMahan
Special to Sentinel-Voice

What is the value of human life? The film
A Civil Action provides answers that are
disturbing, but honest, in terms of the high
stakes litigation played out on the screen.
Although the major characters are not fully
developed or relegated to caricatures, the
drama manages to be compelling.

A Civil Action is based upon Jonathan
Harr’s bestselling nonfiction story of the same
title. The film introduces us to Jan
Schlichtmann (John Travolta), a real-life
personal injury attorney, who coolly evaluates
the worth of plaintiffs based upon their age,
race and gender. He concludes that a dead
child is worth leastof all. Schlichtmann revels
in hiscomfortable law practice which consists
ofhigh-paying settlements, not arduous trials.

Schlichtmann is giving his spiel on how he
feels the pain of his clients on a radio talk
show when Ann Anderson (Kathleen
Quinlan), calls and inquires why he has not
moved on her case. Anderson is a resident of
Woburn, Massachusetts. The residents of the
town have suffered through the death of 12
children from leukemia within 15 years.
Anderson, the mother of one of the dead
children, is determined tofind out who caused
her son to die and get an apology.

At first, the greedy Schlichtmann has no
interest because he sees no deep pocket from
which to take millions. However, he is drawn
into the case when he discovers that two
Woburn plants are subsidiaries of two major
corporations, W.R. Grace and Beatrice Foods.
He sees dollar signs. During the course of the
litigation, Schlichtmann wrangles a most
formidable legal opponent, Jerome Facher
(Robert Duvall), whose distracted, folksy
mannerisms belie an incredibly sharp, cunning
legal mind.

Ultimately, Schlichtmann’s view of his
clients, in fact, life in general, is forever
changed. He sees that money cannot measure

the true value of precious human life.

Travolta enlivens pre-Woburn case
Schlichtmann with a kind of lovable greed
and smarminess as seen in Michael Douglas’
portrayal of Gordon Gekko in Wall Sireet.
However, Travolta doesn’t ably show the
psychological damage that Schlichtmann had
to undergo as he endures this David and
Goliath legal struggle. The Woburn case robs
him of everything, his practice, his reputation
and even his possessions. Travolla weakly
relates the emotional trauma with blase
confidence and one overblown violent
outburst.

Although Duvall is interesting at times as
the quirky, but fiercely intelligent Beatrice
Foodsattorney, his mannerisms grow tiresome

and predictable. Duvall seems as if he's |

replaying his Deep Impact character with a
nasty twist.

The supporting actors are generally
relegated to one dimensional performances.
Kathleen Quinlan is the grieving mother who
sits in the back of the courtroom. Tony
Shalhouband Zeljko Ivanek are the concerned
law firm partners who look about nervously
as their practice goes down in flames. The
usually phenomenal Macy gives a banal
performance as the firm’s lawyer-accountant
who experiences a mental breakdown due to
the Woburn case.

Despite flawed acting, the story of A Civil
Action is compelling. The film shows that
moral, legal and financial accountability in
complex litigation isn’t easily discerned.
Moreover,evenifaparty islegally determined
to be responsible, good people will continue
to suffer injustices.

Furthermore, the film takes a decidedly
un-Hollywood, but realistic, turn with
Schlichtmann who becomes a better human
being, but he is also bankrupt.

A Civil Action may not be the best legal
drama you’ll ever see, but the film will make
you think about the value of human life.
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Dupri

( Conauued from Page 10)
will head All Out records as
So So Def tries to expand its
impact in the industry.

“Me and Puff didn’t ever
discuss a label deal,” says
Mase. “Me and J.D. spoke
about it one time,
hypothetically, and then after
a couple of months we just
thought that it was a good
idea. I had a lot of ideas, and
I felt with J.D. I could
accomplish whatThadtodo,”
he says.

“I look at it as another eye
for me. Ican’t see everything
and see everywhere,” Dupri
said. “I'm based in Atlanta

.and he’s up here in Harlem,

so he might see the next
MichaelJacksonatthe Apollo
(Theater). If he puts him on
his label, and I’m a part of
that, so that’s' how it goes
down.”

Even as his solo effort
creates chart hits, Dupri

remains devoted to his work
as a producer and a creator

“It’s cool with me being
an artist, but I know I'm a

for other artists, He promises  producer, firstand foremost,”
not to let his own success Dupri says. “So as long as I
bypass opportunitiestowork remember that ... I should be
with the long list of singers all right. The artist thing,
hoping he will create some that’s just one particular part
magic for them. of me.”

Ladies

(Continued from Page 10)

Hollywood this time!!

‘When her agents told her “The Redd Foxx Shaw" was
looking for a “40’s style jazz singer,”
them, “that’s what I do best” and wound up doing more
than a dozen episodes of the show including seven as
Foxx’s wife in a recurring skit.

Those appearances and other guest starring roles led to
arecurring role on the ABC sitcom, “Perfect Strangers;”
where she portrayed Harriette Winslow, the tart tongued
elevator operator, which served as the springboard for her
own sitcom, “Family Matters.”

After portraying the matriarch of the family for nine
seasons, Payton decided to leave the show in late 1997 to
pursueotheravenuesof interests which led to the recording
of her debut jazz CD “Southern Shadows™ ..

Until the next time, Lanier.

Payton assured

. and that’s
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olling CAT Pass. CAT has over 40 routes across the city. And with 30
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days of unlimited rides, there really is no better way to get where you need to go. Plus,
a Rolling CAT Pass is only $20 ($10 if you are 6-17 years, 62+ years or disabled). So
get the new year rolling by picking up your pass at any of the following locations:

Transit Reduced Fare ID mandatory for discounted price. Children 5 years or younges ride
free when accompanied by a fare-paying, responsible person.

NOW OVER 50 VENDOR LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE GREATER LAS VEGAS AREA

DOWNTOWN

Downfown Transporh:lllon Center
300 North Cosino Center Blvd,

By Mail:

CAT PASSES

P.O. Box 1480
Les Vagas, NV 89125

NORTHWEST

CashioGo
Rancho & Cheyenne
Cash 1o Go

Valley View & Schera
Confinental Currency Check Cashing
Owens & H Sfreet (Nucleus Plaza)
Mail Link +

Rainbow & Washington

Meadows Mall Information Desk
Meadows Lane & Valley View
Nationwide Check Services

515 Fremont Street (sast of Las Vegas
Blvd.)

Pastal Junction

Lake Mead & Rompart

Postnet Express

lones & 195 [in Smith’s Food Cir)
Rancho Check Cashing

Rancho & Washington
Supermercado

hf;‘fo & Washington

Westside Federal Credit

Union #1

418 W. Madison [West of D Siresi]
Waestside Federal Credit

Union #2
1100 M. Martin Luther King & Manroe

SOUTHWEST

Community College of So. NV~
W. Chorleston & Torrey Pines

Postal Express Plus
E. Decatur & Twain

Posinet Express

W. Tropicana & Jones (in Smith’s)
The Mail Stop

S. Martin Luthet King & Alla

Senior Dimensions Service Center
Rancho & Wes! Chorleston

A SERVICE OF TNE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Mail Center USA
W. Dasert Inn & Arville

Mailboxes Efc.
Buffelo & Flamingo

NORTHEAST

Community College of So. NV
Cheyenne & Van Der Mear

Gourmet Cale
Third 51 & Lewis

Mario's Fine Foods
Cheyenne & Marydee

Mr. Postman Plus
Eastern & Sahara

My Office

Lomb (Betwsen Washington & Bonanza)
Mario's Westside Mct’ml

Cheynne & Morydes

Pack and Mail
Eastern & Bononzo

Confinental Currency Check Cashing
Eastern & Bononzo

Mail & More
Civic Center & Loke Mead

Package Plus Il of Las Vegas
E. Bonanza & Nellis

AOK Mail Center
E. Chaorlesion & Nellis

SOUTHEAST
Abell's Pack & Mail
Nellis & Vegas Valley

Abell's Pack & Mail
E. Desert Inn & Mojave

Advantage Check Cashi
E Sohu':lgf Lynnwood *

Cash Plus -
Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo

Co'fzp & Mail Center

icana & Morris

Confinental Currency Check
Cashing

E. Tropicana & Mojave
Foreign Money Exchange

5. I.mg\fegm Bivd. & Convenfion
Center Dr.

Kwiky Mini Mart

Nellis & Saharo

Kwiky Mini Mart
Trapicona & Spencer

JMar's Records
Maryland Pkwy. & Sahora

Mailboxes Eic.

Charleston & Bruce

Mailboxes Plus

Paradise & Flaminge

Plaza Market

Charleston & Lamaont

Supermercado #2

Maryland Plwy: & Tropicano

Twain Check Cnshin%
side)

Twain & Swenson (Soull

UNLY (Moyer Student Union)
Marylond & University Ave

BOULDER CITY

Nevada Drug
1220 Arizona St.

Expedifion Depot
1297 Nevodo Highway, Boulder City

HENDERSON

Checks Plus
1210 N. Boulder Hwy

Community College of So.
NV, HD
700 Collsge Dr.

Desert Willow Community Center
2020 W, Horizon Ridge & GV Pkwy

Green Valley
Sunset & Green Valley Plwy,

Postnet Express
Boulder Hwy & Palo Verde [in Smith's]

LAUGHLIN

Palace Jewelry &loan
3030 'S MNeedles Hwy. #300

Flamingo Hilton Gift Shop
1900 5. Cosino Dr.

All Check Cashing
2311 S. Casino [Tom s Plaza)

MESQUITE

City Holl
10 E. Mesquite Bivd

~ycAar

CITIZENS AREA TRANSIT

For information call

CAT-RIDE 228-7433

B

TDD 455-5997

Hablamos Espafiol

CAT...Let’s Ride




