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‘Down in the Delta tale of growth family’s bond

By Tammy D. McMahan

Can an alcoholic,
irresponsible single mother
living in gang-infested urban
Chicago turn her life around?
Not only can she, as the film
“Down in the Delta”
demonstrates, but she can be
the catalyst for her family’s
rebirth.

“Down in the Delta,”
which  marks Maya
Angelou’s directorial debut,
isthestory of Loretta Sinclair,
her family and a summer full
of change.

Sinclair, played by Alfre
Woodard, isarecklessdrunk,
who wallows in self-pity and
isheadedfor destruction. Her
long-suffering mother, Rosa
Lynn Sinclair (Mary Alice)
and son Thomas (Mpho
Koaho) are forced to care for
her and keep the family
together, including caring for
Loretta’s youngest child,
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Tracy (Kulani Hassen) who
is autistic.

After Loretta fails to land
a job as a cashier at a local
grocery and she retreats to
the bottle, Rosa Lynn takes
drastic measures. She pawns
acherished family heirloom,
a silver candelabra named
Nathan, for money to buy
bus tickets to send her
daughter and grandchildren
tospend the summer with her
brother-in-law, a proud, but

sensitive Earl Sinclair (Al
Freeman, Jr.) Mississippian.
Rosa Lynn’s actions disturb
Loretta, who eventually
returns and takes the family
to Mississippi.

Earl lives with his wife
Annie (Esther Rolle) who has
been stricken with
Alzheimer’s Disease. Earl’s
household also includes
Zenia (Loretta Devine), a
warm and  practical
housekeeper and daytime
caretakerof Annie. Loretta's
introduction into the Southemn
Sinclair household is bumpy
atfirst. Sheisreckless, Earlis
principled.

However, Loretta slowly
realizes that she can tum her
life around for the better. She
starts working at Earl’s
restaurant. She becomes more
loving toward her children,
She's inspired by Zenia, a
single mother who owns her

own home. She even pitches
a plan to Earl’s corporate
lawyer son, Will (Wesley
Snipes), to revitalize the
economy of the small factory-
based community. Herrebirth
brings the family together,
much like the candelabra; the
story behind which is
revealed in the film.

Down in the Delta has a
number of strengths including
its authentic portrayal of
Loretta Sinclair. Woodard
enlivens the character with
caustic humor, tragic pathos
and careless sexuality,
effectively  portraying
someone who is teetering on
the edge of self-destruction.
She is most impressive in a
scene in which she softly
pleads for any job at a local
grocery. Inactuality, she was
pleading for her life.

In another scene, her
character subtly speaks

volumes - about how
misogyny has scarred her.
She is amazed at Earl’s love
forand patience with his wife
Annie. Toward the end of the
film, Woodard capably
embodies a changed Loretta,
one who is not perfect, but
whonow has self-respectand
confidence.

The supporting cast add
impressive performances.
Earl is a heroic type who is at
times loving, sensitive and
disciplined and at times
overly traditional and
stubborn.

In her last role, the late
Esther Rolle aptly depicts
some of the effects of
Alzheimer’s —the confusion
and fleeting moments of
clarity.

Young Mpho Koaho ably
combines a wise-beyond-his
years mentality withchildlike
exuberance. And Devine is
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quietly effective as the soft-
spoken caretaker. Down in
the Delta is an intentionally
uplifting story that is not the
typical Hollywood fare. The
film has a happy ending, but
the work is somewhat honest
about the featured trials and
triumphs of life.
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For  author-turned- Monday, Jan. 11, 1999 Community Forum West L.V. Library — 6 p.m.
filmmaker Maya Angelou, Tuesday, Jan. 12, 1999 Poetically Speaking West L.V. Library — 6 p.m.

makmgamov:e gave hera

|- Wednesday, Jan. 13,1999  Youth Night Talent Show Cheyenne H.S. —6-9 p.m.

Angeiou makes her
directorial debutin “Down
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story of & blackifamiily.

Two characters are MAYA ANGELOU
trapped in silence — one by Alzheimer’s and one by
autism,

The movie opened over the weekend.

Angelou tapped into her own experience of being
sexually assaulted, an episode that left her speechless for
six years.

“For years I thought of my whole body as an ear,”
Angelou said. “When I write, I can’t use silence. A
person reading a book doesn’t want to encounter three or
four pages of nothing. With film, though, I could use
silence to tell volumes.”

Angelou, a professor at Wake Forest University,
N.C., has written several books of poetry and the best
seller “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.”
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Thursday, Jan. 14, 1999

Evening honoring future dreamers

Charles West Theater — 6 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 14, 1999 Tribute to Grand Marshals Second Baptist — 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, 1999 Parade (entry fee $50) Downtown — 10 a.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, 1999 King Banquet (tickets $100) Caesars Palace — 6 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 17, 1999 Comedy Night Artemus Ham Hall — 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 18, 1999 Directions Breakfast Second Baptist — 8 a.m.

For more information call (702) 631-1913 or (702) 799-0670
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featuring Platinum Soul
Tickets Now Available
AKA Hotline 594-5053




