ATHENS, Ga. (AP) —
Despite efforts to attract more
black students to the
University of Georgia, black
enrollment dropped this fall
for the second consecutive
year.

The University System of
Georgia said 1,871 black
students enrolled at the
university this fall — 6.2
percentofthe total enrollment
0f 30,009. That’s down from
1,906 black students, or 6.4
percent, in fall 1997 and
2,003, or 6.8 percent, in fall
1996.

*“Six percent, given the
state’s population, is a very
disappointing figure,”
University System
Chancellor Stephen Portch
said.

Only two of the state’s
four-yearpubliccolleges and
one two-year college have a
smaller percentage of black
students than the University
of Georgia— North Georgia
College & State University
at 2.2 percent, Dalton State
College at 2.4 percent and

Gainesville College at 2.9
percent.

Among the state’s four
major research universities,
the University of Georgia
ranks last in the percentage
of black enrollment. Georgia
State University has 25
percent, Georgia Tech 8.9
percent and the Medical
College of Georgia 7.1
percent.

Statewide, 21.7 percentof
students at Georgia's 34
public two-year and four-year
colleges are black. But the
statewide total, 43,426
students, also is down from
last year, when there were
44 936 black students, or21.9
percent.

Portch said he does not
think the decrease at the
University of Georgia is
significant.

Thebig challenge, he said,
is to get more blacks o
participate in higher
education. He said the most
telling statistic he has seen
recently is that only 18
percent of white college-
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ideas worth considering.

drivers nor police officers, and its findings cannot be used
in any legal or administrative discrimination case.
But the preliminary study group has proposed several

They include developing, with the community input,
standards for police behavior regarding traffic stops, and
requiring greater use of in-police car video cameras to
monitor and influence police behavior.

Obviously, the federal study has a long way to go
before its conclusion. But the urgency of resolving this
issue must not be underestimated. Respect for the law —
and for justice — is a two-way street.
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And although government forces enjoy wide popularity,
they have on occasion have indiscriminately bombarded
civilians in retaliatory raids against the rebels.

Partly as a result of the war, Sierra Leoneans are forced to
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Black enrollment down at University of Georgia

bound seniorsand 11 percent
of black college-bound
seniors took acalculus course
in high school.

“Long-term, the single
most important thing we can
doishelpall Georgiastudents
gel strongly prepared for
college admission,” Portch
said.

Portch also said rising
admissions standards and the
“uncertain legal
environment” surrounding
affirmative action programs
may have contributed to the
decrease in black students at
the University of Georgia.

Since the first HOPE
scholarships were awarded in
1993, applications to the
university have increased and
so have the average SAT
scores of new students,
making it tougher for students
to get into the state’s largest
university.

And race has been given
less weightin the admissions
process since 1995, when the
university reworked its
admissions formula because
of courtrulingsin other states.

University spokesman
Tom Jackson said the school
has made extraordinary
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efforts 1o attract black
students over the years —
visiting high schools, sending
direct mail and hosting
minority recognition days —
with relatively little success.
One factor could be the
school’s former reputation as
a hostile place for blacks,
which began 40 years ago
when the university’s first
black students were greeted
by riots, said Vanessa Smith,
director of the university's
Office of Minority Affairs.
She also attributed the
decline in black enrollment
tostiffcompetition fromother
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schoolsin Georgia, including
some of the country’s best
historically black colleges.

“l think the HOPE
scholarship probably
provided them with a lot of
choices,” Smith said.

Portch said while he would
like to increase black
enrollmentin public colleges,
the goal is to get more black
studentsinto highereducation
— no matter where.

“If all we do is just move
the deck chairs around, we
haven’tachieved anything for
the state or the population,”
he said.
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1994 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM RERLARL G L R L LYY 1994 CHEVY (-3500 1-TON

Executive Series,

Good Condition,
~ Great Transportation

°3,944

E $444 down
OAC

1994 TOYOTA CELICA

AT, cassette, A/C
sporty, clean

X284 ..

1994 CHRYSLER CONCORD

Loaded, Clean,
Sporty

low miles, clean

1996 FORD F-150 XLT

4x4, low miles, loaded,
only 20K miles.

2—toﬁ"é; aﬁally,

5th wheel capability.

1995 Chevy S-Cab Silverado|

Low miles, lowered,
full custom short bed.

e on 8 FTT 15

1995 FORD EXPLORER 1994 FORD ESCORT

Loaded, Automatic,
factory warranty. like new. Air Conditioning

L4284 .. k> S KT 153,995

Take Over Payments ¢ Bank & Finance Repo's
only $159 down 0.A.C.

® Premium % Rates
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® Quick Approval Jay Elliott

FINANCE DEPARTMENT @ NO Hassle

7,944

1997 FORD F-150 XLT

Ice cold A/C,

cope with a shattered health care system and a burgeoning
AIDS epidemic. Life expectancy is just 34 years and the
average yearly wage only §171.

The country’s economy, formerly dependent on diamond
and bauxite mining, has been nearly destroyed.

Yet even though Freetown, once a charming city of
Victorian cottages and shops, is now a decaying hulk of
bullet-scarred British architecture, messages of hope meet
with roars of approval. “Feel the joy! Increase your business!
Increase your wages! Bring safety and protection to your
family! Live and continue living!” Rev. Freddy Abu Sidique
shouts to enthusiastic parishioners during a Sunday sermon at
the Flaming Bible Church.

Competitive Rates,
ersonalized

X

2

Valley View
>

MELVIN L. WALKER : i ing Mtn.
2575 South Cimarron WE WILL FINANCEYOU @ Instant Delivery Over.37 years experience ,Plussfn"’;g%”
Suite 201 :
702-873-6442

Las Vegas, NV 89117

3395 S. Valley View (on Valley View at D.l.)




