The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL- VOICE

December 10, 1998 /9

‘American Hlstory X’ éptly chomcles hatred’s Iecy

By Tammy D. McMahan
Special to Sentinel-Voice
Hatred has an unenviable legacy: death,
destructionand chaos. Italso produces change,
as evidenced in American History X, a film
about the journey of a young Neo-Nazi
skinhead who eventually renounces racism.
This film is about two brothers, Derek and
Danny Vinyard and begins with the elder
brother, Derek (Edward Norton), and his
transformation from an intelligent, thoughtful
teen-ager o race-baiting, malevolent,
skinhead. He later renounces racism.
Through a series of flashbacks, Derek
learns the primary source of his hatred: the
death of his father by African-Americans.
His also recalled how his father’s virulently

racist rhetoric poisoned his mind.

Derek is befriended by a shadowy white
supremacist named Cameron Alexander
(Stacy Keach). He becomes lieutenant of
Alexander’s group, recruiting listless youth
eager for a sense of belonging and teaching
them to blame their problems and the world’s
illson people who are unlike them.

Derekisafiery and fearless leader, equally
powerful in action and rhetoric. His mother
and liberal-minded sister aren’t spared from
his vitriolic outbursts. His brother Danny
(Edward Furlong) idolizes him.

Derek’s life changes after he is sent to
prison for shooting two black teens who
attempted to steal his car to avenge an earlier
racist exchange on a basketball court. Prison

softens Derek, who upon his release, is intent
on turning his impressionable brother Danny
away from the path of hatred.

On the day of Derek’s release, Danny is
senlto Principal Sweeney (Avery Brooks) to
discuss his favorable review of Hitler’s “Mein
Kampf.” Sweeney gives him a one-on-one
course dubbed “American History X.” His
first assignment is to write aboul his brother
Derek.

The journey the brothers take the nexttwo
days is both a painful recollection of hatred’s
legacy.

Norton is excellent in portraying Derek, at
times mesmerizing the audience, at other
times, repelling it. His eloquence made it
easy for him to convince his stewards that his

cause was justand that violenceis a legitimate
means to a “political” end.

Nortonisequally convincingasarepentant
ex-felon who is haunted by his past and fears
retribution but is committed to saving his
brother.

Though Avery Brooks is given little screen
time, heably portrays the moralistic Sweeney.
The characler possesses hard-driving
idealism, intelligence and sensitivity, While
repulsed by what Danny stands for and Derek
stood for, he is determined to save them,
During a powerful scene in the prison when
he reveals his one-time hatred for Whites,
Brooks shines.

American History X is a sobering,
impressive film.

Alvin Ailey dance theater celebrates 40th anniversary

By Mary Campbell
NEW YORK (AP) —
Dancers past and present of
the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater came together
to celebrate the 40th
anniversary season of the
company with a concert of

rousing song and dance.
The celebration last week
nightatthe City Center wasa
tribute to Ailey, founder of
the modern dance company,

whodiedin 1989. The benefit
evening, including abanquet,
raised more than $1.3 million
for the company.

The concert opened with
“Ancestral Homage to Alvin
Ailey,” of work of African
percussion and West Indian-
rooted dance choreographed
by Reginald Yates.

It ended with “Rocka My
Soul in the Bosom of
Abraham™ from the

“Revelations” sequence, the
most popular of Ailey’s 79
works. Linda Denise-Evans,
showing beautiful poise, and
Edward Franklin, performed
“Fix Me, Jesus,” a dance that
depicts them opening
themselves to their religion.

Dudley Williams, senior
member of the company,
conveyed worship through
movement in “I Wanna Be
Ready,” wigh Kenny

Smith

(Continued from Page 8)

Not only does Smith have
a potential blockbuster in
movie theaters, he recently
signed a deal with Universal
Pictures to start his own
production company,
Overbrook Entertainment, At
the same time, he is eyeing
film projects with Whitney
Houston and a possible biopic
on Muhammad Ali.

Smith also hasn’t

Smith’s second — he has
another son, Willard “Trey”
Smith, from his marriage to
Sheree Smith, which
dissolved after three years.

A smile comes o his face
when he mentions Jada's
name — which is frequently.
He calls her his best friend,
and said the two had a
“spiritual marriage” long
before their New Year’s Eve
wedding date.

doom arelationship, and they
know it will take a lot of work
to keep it strong.

“Nothing you love was
easy toattain, and we’re very
clear and very realistic about
our situation,” he said. “We
have a very realistic outlook
on the world. It makes it so
much easier when you deal
with what's real, rather than
dealing with what you wish
was real. It’s so much easier

Lattimore singing.

“Sinner Man" was danced
by Uri Sands, Matthew
Rushing and Troy O’Neil
Powell, conveying the terror
and futility panic of trying to
hide from God.

Performers ranged from
Monique Masiah, 11, who
sang, to veterans like Donna
Wood Sanders and Clive
Thompson, who came out of
retirement for the big night.
Guest soloists included
Harolyn Blackwell, Phoebe
Snow, EllaMitchelland Billy

Porter.

A lavish new production
of Geoffrey Holder’s 1968
“The Prodigal Prince,” a
ballet about the Haitian
painter Hector Hyppolite,
was dedicated to former
dancers Miguel Godreau and
James Truitte, who have died.

Among those giving
speeches were actors Robert
DeNiro and Angela Bassett,
and Judith Jamison, artistic
director of the company since
Ailey’s death, who recalled
that Ailey’s aim had always

been “to change your heart
and spirit so when you leave
the theater you leave elevated
and different.”

Ailey, whoiscredited with
putting a black American
stamp on modern dance, was
born into poverty in Rogers,
Texas, in 1931 and grew up
picking cotton and doing
domestic work for a living.

At 12 he moved to Los
Angelesand discovered ballet
on a junior high school trip to
a performance by the Ballet
Russe de Monte Carlo.
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