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step in interesting career

By Ron Jenkins

OKLAHOMA CITY
(AP)—Tohisfollowers, he’s
J.C. Watts, a smiling,
energetic orator whose move
to a House leadership post is
only the latest chapter in a
movie-script biography.

Toothers, he’sJ.C. Watts,
an ex-jock with a deadbeat
past who can’t balance his
personal checkbook.

As a teen-ager, Watts left
tiny Eufaula en route to
stardom in big-time football
and politics. Two weeks, he
was picked as chairman of
the Republican Conference,
the No. 4 position in the
House.

“It’satremendous journey
he’s on and I don’t think it’s

over yet,” said Tom Cole,
friend and longtime
Republican political

strategist. “He’s a legitimate
vice presidential possibility
now and could be a
presidential  candidate
someday. He’s only 41.”

In Oklahoma, Watts’
detractorstell adifferentstory
about the GOP’s only black
House member, focusing on
his past bad debts, failure to
pay state and federal taxes,
and hisroleasa state regulator
in a federal bribery probe.

In the 1980s, two
properties he owned were
foreclosed and sold at a
sheriff’s sale. He has been
the target of lawsuits and
garnishment actions on debts
ranging from doctor’sbillsto
a $25,000 oil and gas
investment loan.

Through the years, state
income tax liens were filed
against Watts. Aslateas 1994,
hedidnotdeclarethe $14,320

“He’s the
greatest
communicator
in the
Republican
Party”

— Tom Cole

his wife eamned on his federal
income tax return, a failure
that was described by a
campaign aide as “simply an
oversight.”

Walts and his aides have
previously said the
congressman’s debts have
been paid and discussion of
them are a dead issue.

“For the past seven years,
I have dealt with issues
twisted and distorted by my
political opponents regarding
the Corporation Commission,
my finances and a range of
other bogus allegations,” he
said in a statement issued to
The Associated Press through
his Washington office late last
week. “I have responded to
or refuted questions raised
by these attacks consistently
and honestly.

“Iregret that the demands
of my transition into the office
of chairman of the House
Republican Conference do
not allow me time to go over
this ground again.”

It is a given that Waus’
gridiron heroism — he was
named the most valuable
player in University of
Oklahoma Orange Bowl
victoriesin 1980and 1981 —
has helped his career in this

football-crazed state.

“He: " executed!  the
wishbone, kept the ball and
scored touchdowns. What
more could you ask in
Oklahoma?” says
Democratic state Rep. Jari
Askins of Duncan, a Sooner
alumna and constituent.

Friends and foes say
Watts’ political
communications  skills
outweigh his football talent,
which led him to six years as
aquarterback in the Canadian
Football League.

“He’s the greatest
communicator in the
Republican Party,” Cole says.
“He’s just phenomenal. If he
does not keynote the 2000
Republican National
Convention, [ think the
Republican Party ismaking a
tremendous mistake.”

Watts, a personable
campaigner, honed his
speaking skillsas an ordained
Baptist minister and is a
fayorite at GOP political
conventions. He gave his
party’s response to President
Clinton's state-of-the-union
address.

Democratic officials in
Oklahoma say Watts’ talks
are void of some faclts,
including his switch from
Democrat to Republican just
before making his first race
for the Corporation
Commission, plus his record
of bad debts and other
problems.

Watts® family includes
staunch Democrats such as
uncle Wade Waus, former
NAACPchairman, and father
J.C. Watts Sr., a former
Eufaula city councilman who

(See Watts, Page 20)

Smith throws hat in magazine fray

Special to Sentinel Voice
Former fashion model and
hostof the weekly syndicated
TV show, B. Smith with
Style, Barbara Smith has
announced plans to launch a
new magazine next year.
Along with the TV show and
magazine, Smith has already
established the beginnings of
an empire with three
restaurants and a book.
Smith and her husband-
business partner, Dan Gasby,
have teamed up with
American Express Puhliching
Corp. to produce
publication. Smith will be
editor and Gasby will be
publisher. The magazine,
with it’s easy to read style
and multicultural bent, is seen
as a competitive challenger
to Martha Stewart Living.
The magazine, B. Smith

BARBARA SMITH
Style, will go up against
stalwarts of the lifestyle
publishing industry such as
Traditional Home, Town &
Country, Southern Living,
Southern Accents and the
champ, Martha Stewart
Living.

Style will be targeted
toward a more multicultural
audience and will offer easy-

to-useadvice and how-lotips.
Readers . have often
complained that Stewart’s
directions are too
complicated. Smith and
Gasby said Stewart has
continuously tried to thwart
their efforts, using her weight
in the industry to get
executives 1o drop her show.

By 2000, the magazine
should be published quarterly
and then monthly. In the
meantime, the first issue is
scheduled to appear on
newstands sometime around
Mother’s Day atacover price
of about $2.95.

The magazine will drop
again in the fall. American
Express then plans to follow
up with a direct mail
solicitation to its card
members and existing
subscribers.

GOPpostfor Watts another s

Whether you're looking for g or you way
to get around town to do all your hohdoy shopping - s ﬂ'\e season fo p:ck up a Rolling
CAT Pass. CAT has over 40 routes across the city, and with 30 days of unlimited rides,
there really is no better way to get where you need to go. Plus, a Rolling CAT Pass is only
$20 ($10 if you are 6-17 years, 62+ years or disabled). Get the holidays rolling by pick-
ing up your pass at any of the following locations:

November 26, 1998 /5

Get Home For The Hollda)/s

Transit Reduced Fare 1D mandatory for discounted price. Children 5 years or younger ride
free when accompanied by o fare-paying, responsible person.

NOW OVER 50 VENDOR LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE GREATER LAS VEGAS AREA

DOWNTOWN

Downtown Trunsportchon Center
300 North Casine Center Blvd,

By Mail:

CAT PASSES

PO. Box 1480

Los Vegas, NV 89125

NORTHWEST

Cosh to Go
Rancho & Chayanne

Cash to Go
Yalley View & Sahora

Continental Currency Check Cashing
Owens & H Sireel (Nucleus Plaza)

Mail Link +
Rainbow & Washington

Meadows Mall Information Desk
Meoadows Lane & Valley View
Nationwide Check Services
515 Fremont Street (east of Las Vegas
Blvdl )

Postal Junction

Loke Meod & Rampart

Postnel Exprass

Jones & 195 (in Smith's Food Crr.|
Ranche Check Cashing

Rancho & Washington
Supermercado

Fancho & Washinglon

Turtle Stop #6

Rancho & Craig

Wastsida Federal Credit

Union #1

418 W. Madison [West of D Streel)
Westside Federal Credit

Union #2
1100 N. Marfin Luther King & Monroe

SOUTHWEST

Community College of So. NV
W Charlesion & Torrey Pines

Postal Express Plus
E. Decatur & Twain

Posinet Express
W. Tropicana & Janes [in Smith’s)

The Mail Stop
S, Martin Luther King & Alto

Senior Dimensions Service Center
Rancho & West Chorleston

Mail Center USA
W. Desart Inn & Arville

Mailboxes Etc.
Buffalo & Flamingo

NORTHEAST

Community College of Sa. NV
Cheyenne & Van Der Maeer

Gourmet Cafe
Third 5t. & Lewis
Mario's Fine Foods
Cheyenne & Marydee

Mr. Postman Plus

Eastern & Sahara

My Office

Lamb [Between Washington & Bonanza)

Mario's Westside Market
Cheynne & Morydee

Pack and Mail
Eastern & Benonzo

Continental Currency Check Cashing
Eastern & Bonanza

Mail & Maore
Civic Center & Loke Mead

Package Plus |l of Las Vegas
E. Bonanzo & Nallis

AOK Mail Center

E. Charleston & Nellis

SOUTHEAST

Abell's Pack & Mail
MNellis & Vegos Valley

Abell's Pack & Mail
E. Desert Inn & Mojove

Advantage Check Cashing
E. Sahara & lynnwoad

Cash Plus

Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo
Copy & Mail Center

E. Tropicana & Morris

Continental Currency Check
Cashing

E. Tropicana & Mojave
Foreign Money Exchange

5. las Vegas Blvd. & Convention
Cener Dy

For information call

Kwiky Mini Mart

Mellis & Sabara

Kwiky Mini Mart
Tropicana & Spencer
JMar's Records
Maryland Pkwy. & Sahara
Mailboxes Ete.
Chorleston & Bruce

Mailboxes Plus
Paradise & Flamingo

Plaza Market

Charleston & Lamant

Supermercado #2
Maoryland Plwy & Tropicana

Twain Check Cashin

Twain & Swenson [South side)

UNLY [Moyer Student Union)
Maryland & University Ave

BOULDER CITY

Mevada Drug
1220 Arizona St

Expedition Depol
1297 Nevads Highway, Boulder City

HENDERSON

Checks Plus
1210 N, Boulder Hwy

Community College of So
NV, HD
700 College Dr

Desert Willow Community Center
2020 'W. Harizon Ridge & GV Plwy

Green Valley Drugs
Sunset & Green Valley Phwy.

Posinet Express
Boulder Hwy & Pole Verde (in Smith's)

LAUGHLIN

Palace Jewelry & Loan
3030 S Neadles Hwy. #300

Flamingo Hillon Gift Shop
1900 §. Casine Dr

All Check Cashing

2311 5. Catino [Tom's Plozo)

MESG)UITE

ty Hall
lrJ E. Masquite Blvd

=JCAT

A SERVICE OF THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

CAT-RIDE 228-7433

& J5d

TDD 455-5987

Hablomos Espaiiol

CAT...Let’s Ride




