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Race may be factor in breast cancer survival 
Special to Sentinel-Voice 

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — Black women 

with breast cancer fare more poorly than white 
women: they are less likely to be cured and 

likely to die more quickly, according to two 

University of Louisville researchers. 

“Basically, it’s like a triple whammy for 
women of color,” said Dr. John Gamel, one of 
the authors of the report appearing in August’s 
edition of the Journal of Clinical Oncology. 

Gamel and his partner, Dr. Michael Edwards, 
concluded that race itself somehow affects the 

biology of breast cancer and the likelihood of 

being cured, although they aren’t sure just how. 
“What we found is that the patient’s race has 

an impact on survival,” Edwards said in written 
remarks. “The reasons are unclear.” 

The two researchers statistically analyzed 
more than 100,000 breast cancer cases from a 

National Cancer Institute data base. 
Black women consistently came out worse 

than white women, even when Gamel and 
Edwards adjusted for the fact that blacks usually 
are diagnosed in the more advanced stages of 
breast cancer. 

While breast cancer rates for white women 

have been falling since 1990, mortality rates for 
black women have remained at 27.5 deaths per 
100,000 per year. 

Gamel and Edwards say more study is 
needed. Gamel said University of Louisville’s 
results strengthen the case for more aggressive 
programs to encourage black women to get 
regular mammograms and routinely to do breast 

self-examinations. 
One Lexington program is already doing 

just that. 
Since 1995 the Sister to Sister program has 

been reaching out to inner-city women in 

Lexington with information about 

mammograms and Pap tests as a hedge against 
breast and cervical cancer. 

The program relies on women who visit 
other women in their neighborhoods to get out 

the word. Progress has been slow, but the 

message is getting across, said program 
coordinator Jesse Wilson. 

“It’s a matter of repetition,” Wilson said. 
“You keep telling them until they finally go and 
see the doctor. We have women we’ve talked to 

for two years until they say, ‘All right, I’m 

going, I’m tired of you bothering me.’ We’re 

persistent.” 
Thomas Tucker, an internationally known 

epidemiologist at the University of Kentucky’s 
Markey Cancer Center, raised some questions 
after reading the University of Louisville report. 

Tucker said he thinks differences in black- 
white breast cancer survival rates are more 

likely related to differences in income, education 
and access to care. 

‘Their article suggests it might be related to 

race, but there’s a growing body of evidence 
that it also might be related to poverty,” Tucker 
said. 

On the other hand, Tucker said, he agrees 
with Gamel that the report points to the need for 
earlier diagnosis among black women. 

LIFE ABUNDANTLY 

Fight prostate cancer: “A call to arms for black men” 
By Minister Abdul Alim 

Muhammad, M.D. 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
On Oct. 16, 1995, the date 

of the historic Million Man 
March (MMM), the call was 

made for atonement, 
reconciliation and 

responsibility. Responsibility 
means taking charge, being 
accountable, being active and 

proactive. 
One area that needs 

responsibility on the part of 
Black men is that of cancer. 

Black men in America have 

the highest cancer rate of any 
ethnic group in the world. The 
cancer incidence rate for B lack 
men in America between the 

years 1988 and 1992 was 560 

per 100,000 population. For 
Black females, the rate was 

326 per 100,000 (an incidence 
that is just 58 percent of the 
male rate). These figures, 
compiled by the American 
Cancer Society, showed that 
Native Americans have an 

incidence rate that is only 35 

percent of the incidence rate of 
Black American males (all 

other ethnic groups range in 

between). So much for the old 
wives’ tale that Black people 
don’t get cancer. 

Actually it wasn’t until 
1969 that the first major Black 
cancer incidence study was 

done in the United States, 
revealing that the truth was 

quite different from the popular 
mythology. Even today, many 
Blacks are blissfully unaware 

of the increased cancer risk 
that they face. However, this 
should be of no surprise to 

anyone who is familiar with 

the common risks associated 
with the development of 
cancer. 

These risks include 1) poor 
diet (one full of meats and 
saturated fats and lacking in 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
fiber and antioxidants); 2) 
smoking (which is the number 
one cause of lung cancers and 
cancers of the tongue, mouth, 
head and neck —just to name 

a few); 3) the immoderate 

consumption of alcohol, which 
can directly cause cancer or 

serve as a co-factor with other 

risks and 4) environmental 

factors, (i.e., chemical 

pollutants often abound in 
Black communities, the literal 

dumping ground for toxic 
waste of every sort). Other risk 
factors may include stress, 

repressed emotions, obesity 
and certain common viral 
infections. When it is 
understood and appreciated 
that Blacks in general, and 
Black males in particular, have 
a higher exposure to these risk 

factors, then our higher 
incidence of cancer is quite 

understandable. 

Recently the American 
Cancer Society in conjunction 
with many other national 

organizations, including the 
Nation of Islam and the 100 
Concerned Black Men, met in 
New Orleans to discuss the 

alarming rate of prostate cancer 

that is now occurring in Black 
men. 

The essential facts of the 
matter are these: approximately 
184,500 Americans will be 

diagnosed with prostate cancer 

(See Prostate, Page 9) 

Bounce around town with the new 

Our new Rolling CAT Pass not only makes riding CAT faster and more convenient than ever before, 

but it makes sure that you get the most for your money. Gone are the days of the monthly pass. Now, 

no matter when you buy your pass, you are guaranteed to ride CAT for a full 30 days after pass 

activation. Even better, you can buy your pass today, then activate it six months from now, 

and you'll still receive 30 days of rides. With the new pass it's all about options, ease 

and flexibility. So get on a roll today, by grabbing your alj-new 30 Day Rolling CAT Pass. 

For information or a new brochure, call CAT-RIDE 228-7433 Habiamos espanol. 

£9 TDD 455-5997 

Transit Reduced Fare ID mandatory for discounted price. Children 5 years or younger ride free when 

accompanied by a fare-paying, responsible person. CAT Passes will not validate if laminated. 
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Buy your new 30 Day Rolling CAT Pass at any of the following convenient locations: 

DOWNTOWN 
Downtown Transportation Center 
300 North Casino Center Blvd. 

By Mail: 
CAT PASSES 
P.O. BOX 1480 
Las vegas. NV 80125 

NORTHWEST 
Continental Currency Check Cashing 
Owens & H Street (Nucleus Plaza) 
Mail Link + 
Raintrow & Washington 
Meadows Mall Information Desk 
Meadows Lane & Valley View 

Nationwide Check Services 
515 Fremont street (east of Las vegas Blvd.) 
Postal Junction 
Lake Mead & Rampart 
Postnet Express 
Jones & 1-95 (in Smiths Food Ctr.) 
Rancho Check Cashing 
Rancho & Washington 

Supermercado 
Rancho & Washington 
Turtle Stop #6 
Rancho & Craig 
Wests ide Federal Credit Union # 1 
418 W. Madison (West of D Street) 
Westside Federal Credit Union #2 
I too N. Martin Luther King & Monroe 

SOUTHWEST 
Community College of So. NV 
w. Charleston & Torrey Pines 

Postal Express Plus 
E. Decatur & twain 

Postnet Express 
w. ttopicana & Jones (in smiths! 
The Mail Stop 
S. Martin Luther King & Alta 

Senior Dimensions Service Center 
Rancho & West Charleston 

Mail Center USA 
W. Desert Inn & Arville 

Postnet 
Rainbow & Flamingo 

NORTHEAST 
Community College of So. NV 
Cheyenne & Van Der Meer 

Mario’s Fine Foods 
Cheyenne & Mary dee 

My Office 
Lamb (Between Washington & Bonanza) 
Mario’s Westside Market 
Cheynne & Mary dee 

Pack and Mail 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Mail & More 
Civic Center & Lake Mead 

Package Plus II of Las Vegas 
E. Bonanza & Nellis 

AOK Mail Center 
E. Charleston & Nellis 

SOUTHEAST 
Abells Pack & Mail 
Nellis & Vegas Valley 
Abelfs Pack & Mail 
E. Desen Inn & Mojave 

Advantage C 
E. Sahara 8> L> 
Cash Plus 
Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo 
Copy & Mail i-niff 
E. TTopIcana & Morris 

Continental Currency 
E. TTopIcana & Mojave 
Foreign Money Exchange 
S. Las Vegas Blvd. & Convention Center Dr. 

Kwiky Mini Man 
Nellis & Sahara 

Kwiky Mini Mart 
TTopIcana & Spencer 
J-Marx Records 
Maryland Pkwy & Sahara 

Mailboxes Etc. 
Charleston & Bruce 

Mailboxes Plus 
Paradise & Flamingo 
Plaza Market 
Charleston & Lamont 

Supermercado #2 
Maryland Pkwy. & TTopIcana 

UNLV (Moyer Student Union) 
Maryland & University Ave 

BOULDER CITY 
Nevada Drug 
1220 Arizona SI. 

Expedition Depot 
1297 Nevada Highway. Boulder City 

HENDERSON 
Checks Plus 
I2ION. Boulder Hwy 
Community College of So. NV. HD 
700 College Dr. 

pgfJ&Bigp Willow Community Center 
gif iilO&O W Horizon Ridge & GV Pkwy 

Green valley Drugs 
Sunset & Green valley Pkwy. 
Postnet Express 
Boulder Hwy & Palo Verde (In Smiths) 

LAUGHL1N 
Palace Jewelry & Loan 
3030 S Needles Hwy. #300 

Flamingo Hilton Gift Shop 
1900 s. Casino Dr. 

All Check Cashing 
2311 S. Casino (Tom's Plaza) 

MESQUITE 
dry Hall 
10 E. Mesquite Btvd. 


