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Soul Kiss: Delicious enough to eat 
By Sandra L. West 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
“Soul Kiss” by Columbus, Ga. native Shay 

Y oungblood (Riverhead Books1998, Paperback 
$12.00 207pp) is a Peach State coming-of-age 
saga which exalts the power of words. 

The cast includes Mariah, who grows up 
searching for love as segregation wanes; her 

loose-as-a-goose, pink-satin-slip-wearing, drug 
addict mother, Coral, who abandons her; her 

irresponsible artist father, Matisse, who is 

underachieving in California; maiden aunts 

Merleen and Faith who live graciously in 

Georgia surrounded by literature and music; 
and Mariah’s from-the-wrong-side-of-the- 
tracks childhood friends who smoke, cuss and 
fuss. 

What is startlingly beautiful about this 

disturbing saga is the achingly lonely tone 

throughout and the erotic perceptions of Mariah. 
Coral, who bathed her child in surrealism 

and soft pink light bulbs, taught Mariah the 

power of words. She wrote them on bits of 

paper, every day. This is how young Mariah 
would leam vocabulary. 

“The first evening Mama doesn’t come back, 
I make a sandwich with leaves from ho- good- 
bye letter. I want to eat her words.” When Aunt 
Merleen teaches her to tend a vegetable garden, 

Mariah prays inun-churched fashion: “Secretly, 
I planted words written on scraps of paper. I 
tended them, spoke to them, and waited for 

things like love and pink, music and Mama to 

grow between the rows of leafy vegetables.” 
Mariah misses Coral, is titillated by female 

lovers and raped by a male stranger. Having 
escaped from her aunts, she is mistreated by her 
father who pumps her with Valium and paints 
her nude. 

Mariah keeps everything inside until “words 

fly from my throat like birds. I spit out every 
detail like poison.” 

By the end of this troubling but lyrical novel, 
the abandoned young woman reconciles: “Alone 
in my room that night, I write clown the last 
word my mother gave me. Water. I lift the edge 
of the paper to my lips and I drink it off thepage, 
swallow it in two long syllables until it meets 

the place that is burning as brightly as day. It is 
as if the weight of a thousand stones has been 
lifted from my chest. I am light as a page in a 

blank book. Ifeel empty, but somehow whole... 
When she comes through the door I will drink 
her up in long greedy swallows. I remember 
each word my mother gave me and I savor the 
taste of her soul kisses.” 

Sandra West is a Richmond, Va.-based 
writer. 

Juneteenth 
[isununuta jrom rage i) 
getting the news to the slaves 
on time. 

“Other media outlets 
should get behind this holiday 
because it is an important 
time in our history,” KCEP 
FM 88.1 programming 
director Louis “LC” Connors 
Jr. said. 

The radio station donated 
the stage. 

“This is a highly 
significant day in our 

history,” said Edward L. 

Watson, president of Friends 
and Families of the West Las 
Vegas Library. “I just came 

to celebrate with my beautiful 
brothers and sisters.” 

Sentinel-Voice photo by John Broussard 
Event information provider Mary Jackson, seated, gives 
Blanche Walker, plenty of helpful information during 
Saturday’s Juneteenth celebration. 

Washington 
(Continued from Page 10) 
rather “in-your-face” colored outfit. But it all 
fits the music. 

The Scoop: Was it your idea to go with the 

bright colors? 
Grover: No, it was my wife and business 

partner, Christine’s idea and the record label’s. 

They agreed that since the music was so different, 
I should also have a different look for the cover. 

The Scoop: What activities will you pursue 
later this year? 

Grover: In the fall I’mreally looking forward 
to doing the Fall Cognac Hennessey Tour. This 
tour also includes a jazz search for new artists. 
It gives us a chance to listen to the music of 
some of the finest young musicians in the 

country. We get about400-450 tapes and narrow 

it down to the final four tapes. We then fly those 
four finalists in to New York. This year’s jazz 
search finals are on October 3rd at The Bottom 
Line in New York City. 

The Scoop: You played at President 
Clinton’s 50th birthday party at Radio City 
Music Hall. What was that like? 

Grover: It was wonderful. I had a chance to 

perform and see some friends that I hadn’t seen 

for a long time, especially seeing guys like Lou 
Merini (Blue-Loo) andRalphMcDonald. Ralph 
worked with me on some of my earlier albums. 
He wrote “Just The Two of Us,” “Watching 
You, Watching Me,” and had a hand in writing 
“Mr. Magic” and so many others. 

The Scoop: You recently performed with 
John Williams and the Boston Pops Orchestra. 
Have you ever had a secret desire to conduct the 
orchestra? 

GROVER: Sure, who hasn’t? I think 

everybody has a secret desire to do that That’s 
one of the great elements of music—it’s all 

inclusive...rmperforming on John’s (Williams) 
latest CD with The London Symphony, called 
“The Hollywood Sound,” which features music 
from great Hollywood movies. I’m doing a 

seven-and-half-minute version of some of the 
music from the movie “A Place In The Sun.” 

The Scoop: Isn’t your son also an 

accomplished musician? 
Grover: Yes, he’s written songs with me. 

We wrote the song “Summer Chill,” which is on 

the “Next Exit” CD. He’s also a recording 
engineer and working for Geffen Records in 
L.A. My son loves L.A.’s weather. 

All Summer Long 
Whether it's splishirY and splashin' at the water park, or grabbing 
some popcorn and catchirY the latest flick, this summer CAT is 

it. Because with over 40 routes throughout the valley, there 

really is no better way to get around town. 

Live it up with your very own CAT Pass! You can enjoy unlimited 

rides all month long for just $20 ($ 10 if you are 6-17 years, 62+ 

years or disabled). Buy one at any of the following locations 

today and make your summer fun! 

NOW OVER 50 VENDOR LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE GREATER LAS VEGAS AREA. 
DOWNTOWN 
Downtown Transportation 
Center 
300 North Casino Center Blvd. 

By Mail: 
CAT PASSES 
P.O. BOX I 480 
Las Vegas. NV 89125 

NORTHWEST 
."Ni 
Continental Currency Check 
Cashing 
Owens & rt Street (Nucleus Plaza) 

Mail Link + 
Kainbow <t> Washington 
Meadows Mall information 
Desk 
Meadows Lane A Valley View 

Nationwide Check Services 
515 Fremont Street (east of Las 
Vegas Blvd.) 

Postal Junction 
Lake Mead & Rampart 
Postnet Express 
Jones & 1-95 (in Smith's Food Ctr.) 

Rancho Check Cashing 
Rancho & Washington 
Supermercado 
Rancho & Washington 
Thrtle Stop #6 
Rancho & Craig 
Westside Federal Credit 
Union # l 
418 W. Madison (West of D Street) 

Westside Federal Credit 
Union #2 
t ICO N. Martin Luther King & Monroe 

SOUTHWEST 
Community College of So. NV 
W. Charleston & Torres' Pines 

Food Shop #4 
Sahara & Torres' Pines 

Postal Express Plus 
E. Decatur & Twain 

Postnet Express 
W. Tropicana 8< Jones (in Smith's) 
The Mail Stop 
S. Martin Luther King & Alta 

Senior Dimensions Service 
Center 
Rancho & West Charleston 

Mail Center USA 
\v. IX'scrt Inn & Arville 

Mail Room Plus 
Rainbow & Flamingo 

NORTHEAST 
Community College of Sir. N\ 
Cheyenne & Van tier Meer 

Express Mart 
Nellis & Washington 
Mario's Fine Foods 
Cheyenne & Marydee 
My Office 
Lamb (Between Washington & 

bonanza) 
Mario's Westside Matket 
Cheynne & Matyi tee 

Pack and Mail 
Eastern K< Bonanza 

Continental Currency’ Check 
Cashing 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Mail & More 
Civic Center & Lake Mead 

Package Plus II of Las Vegas 
E. Bonanza & Nellis 

AOK Mail Center 
E. Charleston & Nellis 

SOUTHEAST 

Abell's Pack & Mail 
Nellis & Vegas Valles' 

Abell's Pack & Mail 
E. Desert Inn & Mojave 

Advantage Check Cashing 
E. Sahara & Lynnwood 
Cash Plus 
Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo 
Copy & Mail Center 
E. Tropicana & Morris 

Continental Currency Check 
Cashing 
E. Tropicana & Mojave 
Food Shop #3 
Pecos & Russell 

Foreign Money Exchange 
S. Las Vegas Blvd. & Convention 
Center Dr. 

Kwiky Mini Mart 
Nellis & Sahara 

Kwiky Mini Mart 
TTopieana & S|>encer 
J-Mar's Records 
Maryland Pkwy, & Sahara 

Mailboxes Etc. 
Charleston & Bruee 

Mailboxes Plus 
Paradise A Flamingo 
Plaza Market 
Charleston & Lamont 

Supermercado #2 
Maryland Pkwy. & JYopk ana 

TWain Check Cashing 
Twain & Swenson (South side) 
UNLV (Moyer Student Union) 
Maryland & University Ave 

BOULDER CITY 
Nevada Drug 
1220 Arizona St. 

Expedition Depot 
1207 Nevada Highway. Boulder 
City 

HENDERSON 
Checks Plus 
1210 N. Boulder Hwy 
Community College of So. 
NV. HD 
700 College Dr. 

Desert Willow Community 
Center 
2020 w. I torizon Ridge & GV Pkwy 
Green Valley Drugs 
Sunset & Green Valley Pkwy. 
Postnet Express 
Boulder Hwy «. Palo Verde (in 
Smith's) 

LAUGHLIN 
Palace Jewelry & Loan 
3030 S Needles Hwy. #300 

Flamingo Hilton Gift Shop 
ocx) S. Casino Dr. 

All Check Cashing 
2311 S. Casino (Tom's Plaza) 

MESQUITE 
City Hall 
to E. Mesquite Blvd. 

CAT Reduced Fare ID mandatory for discounted price. Children 5 years or younger ride free 
when accompanied by a fare-paying, responsible person. 

For information call 

CAT-RIDE 228-7433 
Hablamos Espanol 

TDD 455-5997 

CAT... Let’s Ride. 
A Service of The Regional Transportation Commission of dark Comfy 


