
Recall effort falls far short 
By John T. Stephens III 
Special to Sentinel-Voice 

Citizens For Honest and Responsible 
Government’s bid to recall Clark County 
Commission Chairwoman Yvoime Atkinson 
Gates failed last week as Secretary of State 
Dean Heller threw out numerous petitions 
citing voting irregularities. 

The Clark County Election Department 
conducted a random verification of 500 

signatures of the 7,474 signatures collected 

by the group. 
The recall only required the collection of 

4,380 signatures to push the election 

department to recall Gates. 

Approximately 266 signatures were ruled 
invalid. National Voter Outreach out of 
Carson City was hired to gather the signatures. 

“Thank you, Thank you, Thank you,” 
Atkinson Gates said to her supporters last 
week. “I’m delighted. It has been a very 
trying and humbling time for me in my career.” 

Charles Bennion, president and organizer 
for citizens’ group, was unavailable for 
comment. 

“He (Heller) took the word of the 

registrar’s office without conducting an 

intensive study of the petition,” said Tiffany 
Bennion, Charles’ wife. She said her husband 
wants Heller to order the election department 
to validate each signature on the petition with 
someone from his group present. 

“I truly believe they are wasting taxpayers 

money,” Atkinson Gates said of the continued 
effort to force her into a special “yes, no” 
recall election. She said a recall election would 
cost the county more than $100,000. But, she 

said, “I can respect a person’s right to do what 

they think is right. 
Critics of the recall effort question the 

group’s motive, saying its members are 

nothing more than pawns of casino boss 
Sheldon Adelson, a chief financier of the 
recall push. 

“I question their honesty,” Atkinson Gates 
saidofthe group’s members. “It is unfortunate 
to have people working as detractors instead 
of making this community a better place for 
all of us. 

“We have no personal vendetta against 
Gates,” said Tiffany Bennion, adding that she 
thinks the group is misunderstood. “We just 
can’t close our eyes to the fact that everybody 
does it” 

The Bennions and others are upset with 
Atkinson Gates’ character. The commissioner 
has been cited for violating two ethics laws 
and faces an ethics investigation into awarding 
airport concessions to friends. 

Republican Terry Akers, a chiropractor, 
wants Atkinson Gates’ District D seat. 

“My plans for District D are to focus on 

economics, education, redevelopment, and 

prevention for kids at risk,” Akers said. 
Atkinson Gates questions Akers’ 

commitment to District D. 

Ethics task force seeks input 
By Deborah Kohen 

Sentinel-Voice 
More than a year ago, the 

county approved a task force 
to establish ethics guidelines 
for elected and appointed 
officials. 

Operational for some 

months, the task force is now 

seeking public input into 
recommendations it has been 

writing for the last three 
months. A special meeting will 
beheld at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 
26 at the Clark County 
Government Center, 500 S. 
Grand Central Parkway, in the 
Pueblo Room on the first floor. 

Tentative recommen- 

dations can be reviewed at 

more than 80 locations 

throughout the Las Vegas 
valley, including community 
centers, libraries, government 
buildings and grocery stores. 

The draft document may also 
be accessed through the 

county’s Web site, 
www.co.clark.nv.us, undo- the 
“news flashes” link. 

Final recommendations 
will be presented to the state’s 
Ethics Commission for review. 
The Cl ark County Commission 
has the final word on which 
suggestions to implement 

The task force aims to 

eliminate the “gray areas,” 
which often cause the most 

angst. Simplifying the 

guidelines, it’s theorized, will 
make clear what constitutes an 

ethics breach and save elected 
and appointed officials from 
unwarranted harassment 

Comprised of represent- 
atives from the media, civic 

and religious organizations, 
former elected officials, the 

county commission and the 

university system, the task 
force drew up proposals 
covering “disclosure, absten- 
tion and conflict of interest.” 

Disclosure and abstention 
fall under conflict of interest 
umbrella. Disclosure involves 
officials revealing relation- 

ships with people directly 
affected by rulings they make. 
If a conflict of interest exists, 

the official must refrain from 

participating in the vote; this is 
abstention. 

The task force does not 

address specific cases or any 
individual officials. Comments 
at the special meeting will be 
limited to general issues. 

Task force chairman Larry 
Spitler hopes to have a strong 
citizen turnout. 

“We look forward to other 
comments from the public,” 
he said. 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
A Tribute To The Chairman Of The board 

Francis Albert Sinatra 
Harrison-Qoss Mortuaries of Las Vegas will assist the people of 
Las Vegas in the celebration erf1 the life of Frank Sinatra. We will 
have an informal gathering of fans, admirers, the people who 
appreciate what this great man has done for our fine community, 
our nation and millions of us personally. Somehow he has 
managed to touch the lives of us all We sincerely regret this 
great loss but we celebrate his life and the joy and love he gave 
to us with his music and untold acts of kindness and generosity, 
therefore we arc offering you the opportunity to come to our 

special Memorial service and sign our Memorial condolence 
register which will be presented to the Sinatra family on behalf 
of the people of Las Vegas. There will be a perpetual Memorial 
service in our chapel with his music and memorabilia of the man 

the world will never fofget, especially the entertainment capital 
of the world which he more than helped to create. 

Come as you are like the good old days 
Friday, May 22nd 12 noon till 500 pjn. 

Thank you so much, 
Frank T. Spears 
Family Services Manager 

Harrison-Doss Mortuaries 
2071 las Vegas Blvd North • Phone 702-312-8001 

Sentinel-Voice photo by Ramon Savoy 
Geildne Gallagher, center, joined others at the West Las Vegas 
Library supporting the embattled commissioner. 

Ministers 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Earlier last week, Citizens 
For Honest And Responsible 
Government, failed in its effort 
to force Atkinson Gates into a 

special recall election. 
Secretary of State Dean Heller 
cited several problems 
including the fact that some of 
the signatures belonged to 

people outside the 
commissioner’s DistrictD and 
some weren ’t registered voters. 

Chiropractor Terry Akers 

backed the recall effort and has 
said he plans to oppose the 
commissioner in any election. 
He moved into District D in 

January. 
“If the people of District D 

have called Gates to represent 
them then I don’t feel that 
another district has the right to 

recall her,’’Jacobs said. “That’s 
not the proper way to do 

things.” 
The ministers contend 

Sheldon Adelson, president 

and CEO of the yet-to-open 
Venetian, financed most of the 
recall efforts and offered voters 

free meals and money to sign 
the recall petition. 

Geildne Gallagher, a 

minister of music for Second 

Baptist Church and music 
instructor for the West Las 

Vegas Arts Center, complained 
to the ministers about receiving 
a recorded message on her 

phone asking her if she would 
vote against Gates. 

“These people are simply 
immoral,” Davis said. “They 
have used lies, trickery, 
subterfuge and just about any 
means necessary tomanipulate 
the system.” 

The Ministers Alliance 

represents 52 churches, has 
about a 100 members and 

represents more than 1,000 
parishoners. They challenged 
Adelson to show his support to 

District D by hiring many 
African-Americans to work in 
the Venetian. 

That should be his focus 
instead of promoting mischief 
and mayhem,” Davis said. 

We Offer For The Public's Consideration 
A New Leadership Team for the 

NAACP November 1998 Election 
“Our Hallmark Will Be That Of Commitment And Respect” 

Our Realistic and Achievable Platform 
• Re-establish our Branch's leadership in Civil and Silver Rights 
• Promote voter registration 
• Initiate a fundraising campaign to build the NAACP a permanent Branch home in Las Vegas 
• Publish a monthly membership newsletter and/or column in the Sentinel to keep the 

membership abreast of Branch activities 
• Broaden membership participation and encourage diversity in the affairs of the Branch 

A Complete and Positive Slate 
— THE NEW SLATE — 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: President, Louie Overstreet (2nd from right); 1st 
Vice President, Kawiim Kawee (far right); 2nd Vice President, Tracey Lewis 

(2nd from left); 3rd Vice President, Uri Clinton (far left); Treasurer, Hannah 
Brown (middle); and Secretary, Catherine Hoye (not pictured). 

NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD SLATE 
Alisha Bell 

Marion Bennett 
Rosie Boulware 

Lena Brass 
Dorothie Qark 

Norm Curry 
Ida Gaines 

Jerry Harper 

Terri Harris 
David Hoggard 
Marzette Lewis 

Tony McCormick 
Francis Odom 
Harvey Phelps 
Dell Rhodes 

James Rogers 

Sam Smith 
Mozella Scott 
Esther Taylor 
Helen Toland 

Emanuel Wasson 
Clyde Wells 

Larry Wickcliffe 
Jimmie Yeager 

Please Help Us Chart A New Course For The 
NAACP With A New Slate, By Joining/Renewing 

Of Your Membership Please Call 598-2951 
We are looking for volunteers to serve on the following committees 

• Membership • 
Youth/Education 

• Finance/Fundraising • 
• Economic Development • 

• Legal Redress • 
• Political Action • 

I P.S. We extend to our opponents an invitation to participate in public forum debates. 


