
Foster grandparents give, receive love 
By Deborah Kohen 

Sentinel-Voice 
At 76, Ellen Gurry is still 

full of vim and vigor, she’s 
almost as energetic and 
enthusiastic as the children she 
cares for. 

They’re not her children, 
but judging by Gurry’s gentle 
grace, you couldn’t tell. 

Gurry is part of the 
Economic Opportunity 
Board’s Foster Grandparent 
Program. Seniors volunteer to 

mentor children in one of 43 
locations in Clark County, 
including elementaries and 
three special education schools, 
Head Start programs, 
residential facilities for 
severely handicapped children 
and daycare centers in Las 

Vegas, Overton, Logandale, 
Moapa and Bunkerville. 

Seniors are given a $2.55- 
an-hour stipend that isn’t 
considered a wage and is 
therefore nontaxable. The 

stipend doesn’t interfere with 

government benefits like 
Social Security, Medicare, or 

subsidized housing. 
Gurry donates her time to 

Variety Day Home, anonprofit 
daycare center run by the 
Sistersof the Holy Family with 
corporate help from Norwest 

Bank, United Way and other 
civic organizations. 

The center pools programs 
and services for young children 
and their families. Along with 
the Foster Grandparent 
Program, the center has a 

family resource center, a 

program broaching drug and 
alcohol abuse, a pilot parent 
literacy project and a room in 
the facility set aside for parent 
services called the Family 
Learning Center. 

Ruby Collins runs Variety 
Day Home; the center cares for 
more than 200children, up to 8 

years old. A 27-year Variety 
Day Home employee, she runs 

a tight ship: the teachers are 

well trained and the facility is 

clean, nicely furnished and 
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Ellen Gurry enjoys coming to the Variety Day Home daily to be around the smiling children. 

tranquil. 
“We try to make the center 

a home-like environment for 
the kids,” she said. “We have a 

lot of single parents and we 

offer affordable daycare. They 
can bring their children here 
and feel comfortable.” 

The senior volunteers 
bolster the homey feel. 

“We love our foster 
grandparents,” Collins said. 
“Even if they just sit here, we 

enjoy their presence. They can 

serve as grandparents to some 

of the children here, and they 
can offer that one-to-one 

(interaction) that the teacher is 
not able to offer all the time.” 

Some foster grandparents 
help monitor a class; others 
assist the teachers, 
participating in projects, 
reading stories and teaching 
songs. 

Before she retired, Gurry 
ran her own daycare centers in 
Oklahoma City and Phoenix. 

They were open 24-hours-a- 

day, 364 days a year — closed 

only for Christmas. Essentially, 
the kids lived with her. 

“I could dish out some best 
sellers on how people did their 

children,” Gurry said. The most 

extreme example: a little girl 
whose mother dropped her off 
and never returned. Gurry’s 
daughter adopted the child. 

Conversely, Variety Day 
Home children seem well 

adjusted, Gurry said. 
“I think about them after I 

go home, I think about them on 

weekends,” Gurry admitted. “I 
(eagerly) wait for Monday 
morning. To me, the Foster 

Grandparent Program is a 

lifesaver. All I was doing 
before I started here was sitting 
at home thinking about what 
used to be. But here, there’s 

something to look forward to 

every morning. This morning I 
was up at 3 a.m. ready to come 

to work.” 
Catherine Fedorchak urged 

retired seniors in the 

community to check out the 

program. * 

“If they saw it, they’dnever 
want to leave. They’d fall in 
love and make sure they were 

going to be there,” she said. 
“There is no better place and 
no better people than in the 
Foster Grandparent Program 
and Variety Day Home. The 

Cultural and Community Affairs Division 
City of Las Vegas Department of Parks 

& Leisure Activities presents 

Dimensions Dance Theater 
Traditional African dances as well as contemporary choreography 

which draws on African, jazz and modern dance idioms. 

Saturday, May y, 8 pm 

Present this ad 
at box office for 
$2 off each ticket 

limit 4 tickets. 

Sammy Davis Dr. Festival Plaza in Lorenzi Park 
(Twin Lakes Dr. off W. Washington between Rancho & Villey View) 

Tickets: Advance $10 adults, $8 students, seniors, disabled, gate $12/$10 
In case of indement weather, call 229-6383 after 12 noon on May 9. SV 98 

adults (teachers, administrators 
and other Grandparents) are 

just marvelous. Everybody is 

pleasant, very kind, generous, 
and if you don’t know 

something, they tell you what 
to do and how to do it” 

Fedorchak’s face beams 

(See EOB, Page 9) 
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Working with the students on their woodwork projects, Richard 
Henderson, is surprised at how fast the children learn the 

different tools to use. 
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Serving you for the past 
nine years in Las Vegas 
has been a pleasure. 
However, as I embark on 

my 10th year in the 
automotive industry, I find Lawrence Ennis 

it necessary to start tresn witn a new ouuook 

and a new company. Joining a family owned 
business with a stellar reputation for service, 
fairness and a great product, reminds me of 
the reasons I got into the automotive industry. 
Helping you to get that quality car or truck 

today is what I have built my reputation on. 

Please stop by and say hello again. 

Lawrence Ennis 
Sales Manager 

CHAPMAN 

3470 Boulder Highway • 457-1061 


