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Black youth need to learn a new alphabet 
By John William Templeton 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
T wo thirds of African-American young males 

and a growing number of young Black women 

are thinking that the NFL, NBA, WNBA and 
even the PGA, are the way to get some O.P.M. 
(other people’s money.) 

The $ 125 million contract recently awarded 
Kevin Garnett to play basketball for the next six 

years, without having attended college, is likely 
to make the situation worse. 

In reality, the 1,200 African-American 
professional athletes only make a days worth of 
income compared to the total $400 billion net 

worth of African-Americans. 
There is a new set of initials for the other 10 

million African-American youth to learn — 

VRML and XML. Don’t worry if you don’t 

recognize these sets of letters. They are not 

athletic leagues, but they will be the biggest 
game in town for anyone who wants to make a 

good living for the next few decades. 
The two terms describe Virtual Reality 

Modeling Language and Extensible Markup 
Language. What they mean is what Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates called during a SanFrancisco 

speech, the dawning of the “web lifestyle.” For 

young people, they mean as good a chance to 

reach Gates’ $40 billion as Garnett’s $125 
million. 

VRML means 3-dimensional objects can 

now be transmitted over the World Wide Web 
at sizes small enough to load almost 

instantaneously. Instead of static text and 

pictures, the Web now. becomes a place to tell a 

story complete with characters and appropriate 
body language — a universal form of 
communication and expression. It means 

creating a music video and distributing it 

electronically by combining videotape, 
animation and sound from a personal computer. 
It means creating one’s own video game and 

distributing it worldwide without a store. 

XML means taking any existing document 
and transmitting an exact duplicate over the 
Internet that anyone else can read. 

These new languages will create millions of 

jobs worldwide in writing programs, drawing 
animations, creating content and preserving 
existing information. 

A recent California survey showed that the 

average salary in the multimedia industry is 
more than $60,000. 
DOLLARS & SENSE 

In addition, someone will have to lay the 
connections to every school in the country and 

eventually every home that will provide the 
bandwidth to receive this brand new form of 
communication. 

Cisco Systems, the company that makes 
Internet routers, has decided to get busy with 

creating this skilled workforce. It has announced 
the formation of Cisco Networking Academies, 
a new program to teach and certify high school 
and college students to design, build and 
maintain computer networks capable of 

supporting national and global organizations. 
Upon completing the program, graduates will 
have the skills necessary to fill the estimated 

190,000high-technology jobs that are currently 
available in U.S. corporations. 

“It’s the ‘shop’ of the 21st century,” Cisco 
Chairman John Morgridge said. “It’s the first 
true partnership between schools, government 
and business since the days of high school auto 

shops.’ The difference is, instead of auto 

mechanics, students learn the conceptual and 

practical skills necessary to design and manage 
networks.” 

“In this Information Age, network 
administrators are essential to the success of 
almost all businesses,” he said, “yet most 

companies are shaking the bushes to find enough 
people with the right skills to address the 
demand.” 

To kick-start the program, Cisco Systems 
will contribute approximately $18 million in 
curriculum, equipment and resources to help 
bridge the gap. The investment has already 
started in 57 high schools, colleges and technical 
schools in seven states: Arizona, California, 
Florida, Minnesota, Missouri, New York and 
North Carolina. 

In the first full year of the program, more 

than 1,000 students will gain the school-to- 
career experience they need to take immediate 

positions in the networking industry. That’s 

already more jobs than all the athletic leagues 
combined. 

Already, the companies that make electronic 

sports games are bigger than any athlete’s 
contract. An adolescence spent preparing for 
the world computer league is a much better bet 
than becoming the next Tiger Woods. 

John William Templeton is the executive 
editor of “Griotthe African-American, African 
and Caribbean business daily. 

Entrepreneurs must identify profit sources 
By Bryon Elson 

Special to Sentinel-Voice 
Roughly eight out of 10 

businesses fail in the first five 

years. 
Many financial experts 

point to lack of capital as the 

primary reason. When seeking 
finances for your new business, 
you need to demonstrate how 

your company will make a 

profit. Here are five steps to 

get you started. 

Step 1: Project start-up 
costs and operating budgets. 
Before you meet with potential 
lenders, you should calculate 

your start-up costs by 
determining what you need to 

buy or rent in order to start 

your business. 

Start-up costs include all 
initial expenses such as 

inventory, licenses and 

equipment. Next, calculate 

your monthly operating 
expenses, such as salaries, 

utilities, taxes, rent, office 
supplies, even your living 
expenses. 

Keep in mind that many 
businesses do not make a profit 
for eight to 10 months. So you 
may want to overestimate your 
operating costs to help ensure 

that you can meet your 
expenses. 

Step 2: Provide projected 
income statements. Potential 
lenders also need to review 

your income projections. 

Estimate your sales on a daily 
and monthly basis. Then 

develop an income statement 

to demonstrate your revenue 

potential for at least your first 
two years in business. 

Step 3: Create a cash flow 
statement. Your projected 
cash flow statement should 
illustrate how much money you 
need to run your business and 
where the money will come 

from. If your cash is tied up in 

(See Profit, Page 14) 

Davey Deals 
AUTOS • BIKES • BOATS 

1717 FREMONT at BRUCE SHELDON WELCH 

BUY A JANUARY CAT PASS, 
GET FEBRUARY FREE. 

In order to clean up the air in Las Vegas, we’re bringing you a great 
deal. Buy a January CAT Pass and get a February pass free. This 

way, there’ll be less cars on the streets, less smog in the air and more 

money in your pocket! Buy a CAT pass for just $20 and enjoy 
unlimited rides for both January and February. And hey, it’s the 

perfect gift idea too! 
(Only $10.00 if you are 6-7 years, 62+ years or disabled. CAT Reduced Fare ID mandatory 
for discounted price. Children 5 years or younger ride free when accompanied by a fare-pay- 
ing, responsible person). 

NOW OVER 50 VENDOR LOCATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE GREATER LAS VEGAS AREA. 

DOWNTOWN 
Downtown Transportation Center 
300 North Casino Center Blvd. 

By Mail: 
CAT PASSES 
P.O. Box 1480 
Las Vegas, NV 89125 

NORTHWEST 
Turtle Stop #6 
Rancho & Craig 
Chocolate Puppy 
Jones & Lake Mead 

Supermercado 
Rancho & Washington 
Postnet Express 
Jones & 1-95 (in Smith’s Food Ctr.) 
Westside Federal Credit Union #1 
418 W. Madison (West of D Street) 

Westside Federal Credit Union #2 
1100 N. Martin Luther King & Monroe 

Nationwide Check Services 
515 Fremont Street (east of Las Vegas Blvd.) 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
Owens & H Street (Nucleus Plaza) 
Postal Junction 
Lake Mead & Rampart 
Meadows Mall Information Desk 
Meadows Lane & Valley View 

Mail Link + 
Rainbow & Washington 

SOUTHWEST 
Community College of So. NV 
W. Charleston & Torrey Pines 

Food Shop #4 
Sahara & Torrey Pines 

Postal Express Plus 
E. Decatur & Twain 

Postnet Express 
W. Tropicana & Jones (in Smith’s) 

The Mail Stop 
S. Martin Luther King & Alta 

Senior Dimensions Service Center 
Rancho & West Charleston 

Mail Center USA 
W. Desert Inn & Arville 

Mail Room Plus 
Rainbow & Flamingo 

NORTHEAST 
Community College of So. NV 
Cheyenne & Van Der Meer 

Express Mart 
Nellis & Washington 
Mario’s Fine Foods 
Cheyenne & Marydee 
Pack and Mail 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
Eastern & Bonanza 

Mail & More 
Civic Center & Lake Mead 

Package Plus II of Las Vegas 
E. Bonanza & Nellis 

AOK Mail Center 
E. Charleston & Nellis 

SOUTHEAST 
Green Valley Drugs 
Sunset & Green Valley Pkwy. 

Supermercado #2 
Maryland Pkwy. & Tropicana 
Mr. Postman Plus 
Eastern & Sahara 

Plaza Market 
Charleston & Lamont 

Food Shop #3 
Pecos & Russell 

Kwiky Mini Mart 
Nellis & Sahara 

Community College of So. NV, HD 
700 College Dr. 

J-Mar’s Records 
Maryland Pkwy. & Sahara 

Advantage Check Cashing 
E. Sahara & Lynnwood 

Mailboxes Etc. 
Charleston & Bruce 

Mailboxes Plus 
Paradise & Flamingo 
Abell's Pack & Mail 
Nellis' & Vegas Valley 
Abell's Pack & Mail 
E. Desert Inn & Mojave 
Copy & Mail Center 
E. Tropicana & Morris 

Continental Currency Check Cashing 
E Tropicana & Mojave 
Cash Plus 
Boulder Hwy. & Flamingo 
Kwiky Mini Mart 
Tropicana & Spencer 
Twain Check Cashing 
Twain & Swenson (South side) 
Postnet Express, HD 
Boulder Hwy & Palo Verde (in Smith’s) 

Foreign Money Exchange 
S. Las Vegas Blvd. & Convention Center Dr. 

Checks Plus 
1210 N. Boulder Hwy 

BOULDER CITY 
Nevada Drug 
1220 Arizona St. 

Expedition Depot 
1297 Nevada Highway, Boulder City 

LAUGHLIN 
Palace Jewelry & Loan 
3030 S Needles Hwy. #300 

Flamingo Hilton Gift Shop 
1900 S. Casino Dr. 

All Check Cashing 
2311 S. Casino (Tom’s Plaza) 

MESQUITE 
City Hall 
10 E. Mesquite Blvd. 

Bringing together a great community 

For information call 

CAT-RIDE 228-7433 
Se habla espanol 

A Service of The Regional Transportation Commission 

TDD 455-5997 


