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The old "Magic” returns fo Lakers

Sentinel-Voice

“Pray to God a lot, number
one, and he will answer your
prayers. Then, don't stop
living...enjoy life, no matter what
happens. Putthatsmile on your
face and continue to live. No
matter if you're handicapped,
HIV positive, whatever it is, just
keep living. Hey, God has
answered my prayers. | never
though | would be back here.
Buthere lam. Thank you Lord!"
That'sthe advice Earvin “Magic”
Johnson gave during a post-
game interview to all those who
have had to overcome major
set-backs in life — including
those who have discovered
they're HIV positive. And if
anyone should know, he should,
because it would appear his
dream has definitely been
answered.

Johnson, who left the NBA
after testing HIV positive,

returnedto action Tuesday night
in Los Angeles after a four-and-
a-half year absence from the
game, to aid the Los Angeles
Lakers toa 128-118 winoverthe
Golden State Warriors. More im-
pressive than the win itself was
the way he and his teammates
played in his first game back.

In 27 minutes of play,
Johnson nearly managed a
triple-double, scoring 19 points,
grabbing eight rebounds, and
dishingout 10 assists. Inaddition
to that, he seemed o energize
the young Lakers — along with
the fans— who scored a season
high 128 points, a season-high
72 points at the half, and a NBA
season best 44 assists. Adding
toJohnson'sheroicswere Cedric
Ceballos' 33 points, Nick Van
Exel's 16, Elden Campbell's 14
and Viade Divac's 12.

“| think the hardest thing is
just learning how to play with

Runnin Rebels ——

Continued From Page 12
Sanders, who hails from
Westchester (Calif.) High
School, has shown signs at the
point the past couple of games,
and according to Bayno, may
move into the starting lineup.
Next, the Runnin' Rebels will
play host to San Jose State
Thursday eveningatthe Thomas
& Mack. The Spartans (4-13

overall, 3-6 in conference play)
are led by 6-7 senior forward
Sam Allen (12.8 points and 5.2
rebounds per game), 6-7 senior
center Roy Hammonds (11.4
points and 6.9 rebounds per
game), and 6-6 sophomore
forward Olivier Saint-Jean (13.7
points and 6.5 rebounds per
game).

Tip-off is slated for 8:05 p.m.

these guys — getting the plays
— how am | gonna'’ fit into this
team," said Johnson, who's 27-
pounds heavier than when he
lastplayeda NBAgamein 1991,
when asked what the hardest
part of his comeback would be.
“See, I'm used to dominating a
game, and now | have to
understand that, hey, Nick Van
Exel, Peeler, Ceballos, these
guys are gonna’ dominate. Now
I have to pick and choose where
I'm gonna’ get mine, that's the

hardest thing. And also, just

playing basketball again."
Those fortunate enough tfo
be inside the electrified Great
Western Forum Tuesday gave
Johnson, 36, a standing ovation

as he shed his warm-ups and -

took to the court nearly three
minutes into the game.

“When | came out onto the
floor, it was like...I didn't know
where |was. Iwasoutthere, but
| couldn't feel the game,” he said
of stepping onto the court for the
first time. “It wasn't until | went
for a defensive rebound and Joe
Smith hit me from behind and
Seikaly caughtme in the front—
bam, bam, bam. Then | said,
‘Oh, oh...I'm back now!"

Could anything be tougher
for Johnson and the Lakers than
his first game back after over
fouryears? Only one thing. The
red-hot Chicago Bulls (39-3 on
the season) and their termifying
super-frio of Superman (Michael
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Earvin "Magic " Johnson was
all sinifes after his first game
back with the Lakers. In his
first outing he scored 19
points, grabbed 8 rebounds,
and dished out 10 assists in a
128-118 win over Golden State

Jordan), Batman (Scottie
Pippin), and Rod-Man (guess
who), who they'll face Friday
night at the Forum.

“They're the best passing
team in basketball; they're the
best defensive team in
basketball; then their will to win
is higher than everybody else’s.
They know how to win, and I'm
trying toget this group I'm playing
with nowto understandthat, said
Johnson. “We're gonna’ get it
together."

Andhowdothe other players
inthe league feel about Magic's
retun? Perhaps Reggie Miller
of the Indiana Pacers put it best
when he said, “I don't think he
should have ever left!"
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