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Wilbert Tatum wrote an editorial
which raised a number of
concerns about Mr. Powell.

_These include the suggestion

that he might be manipulated by
whites to become another
Clarence Thomas, thathe is too
much of an unknown quantity in
our community, and that the
notion that white America would
consider voting for him is simply
a ploy designed to sell his new
book. While there is no doubt in
my mind that everyone from
Random House to Newt Gingrich
to Bill Clinton to Ross Perotwants
a piece of the Powell action, |
think thatthe question ofwhether
white America would vote for
him is exactly the wrong one.
We, after all are the community
that hasfalleninto line to vote for
virtually every white Democrat
put up for election. For us, the
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far more imporiant question is
whether Black people will break

that  utterly  bankrupt
arrangement and vote
independent.

If Colin Powell runs for the
presidency as an independent,
he will be directly challenging
the 60-year allegiance of our
community to the Democratic
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leaders who saw that
mainstream education was
failing their people and that their
tribes were in danger of losing
both their pastand their future —
of losing history and culture as
elders died out without passing
on the languages and cultures
to the next generation and as
young people succumbed to the
dangers of alcohol and despair

brought about by poverty and
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Party. He will be directly
challenging those . Black
Democratic leaders—elected
and otherwise—who will be
pulling votes for Bill Clinton. He
will be opening the door stil
furtherto a new nationalelectoral
coalition between Black voters
and the white “center,"a coalition
which has the potential to

significantly empower us, given
that we (together with other
liberal ex-Democrats) would
make itthe newmajority coalition
in the American politics.

Ithink that itis critical that the
potential offered by all of the
emerging, independent options
be openly and seriously
discussed in our community.

Attempts to short-circuit or pre-
empt them by Black Democrats
will, in my opinion, do significant
damage to our interests and will
help those who long ago sold us
out. Through the Committee for
a Unified Independent Party |
continue my efforts on behalf of
the Black community to promote
that open dialogue. Please call

or write o me today if you would
like to be a part of this
empowerment process.

| offer my full support and
congratulations to my old friend
and colleague  Minister
Farrakhan, the independent
Black leader, and to the million
marching independent Black
men. :

lack of self-esteem.
Historically, educationwas a
difficult issue for Native
Americans. While tribal leaders
had usually negotiated for
access to education in their
treaties with the U.S.
government, those provisions
were rarely honored. Instead,
white educators  and
missionaries provided education

THE RAY WILLIS REPORT

(Continued from Page 3)
manis goingto getsome airtime
to discuss his winning

Editor:

The feature article on
Sunday, October 1, 1995 in the
Focus section of the Las Vegas
Review Journal by Dinesh
D'Souza, was not only out of
focus, itwas blurredwith obvious
distortions that left this reader
disturbed. The horrible legacy
of slavery was no picnic and the
author rubbed salt into the
wounds of a people still mortally

wounded and fraumatized by the

lossoflanguage, culture, lineage
and their eternal connection to
the God of their forefathers. As

a Muslim, | believe that Satanis
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for Indian children, premised on
the concept of assimilation of
Indian people into the larger
society. Thus, these educators
often forced Indian children to
live in boarding schools away
from their families, while
forbidding them to speak their
own languages and giving them
Christian names and new
identities.

Butthe new native American
colleges are grounded in
raditional Indian culture and
values. Preservation of fribal
languages, traditions, values,
music, literature and artisone of
the critical missions of these
colleges. Traditional college
academicsare offered alongside
classes in Native American
history, language, literature and

performance.
Rarely, if ever, outside of
athletics does a Black person

forever planning and Allah (God)
plans, but “Allah (God) is the
best of planners.

If reparations are good
enough for the Japanese,
European Jews and the Native
American Indians, then beyond
the shadow of the author
D’Souza's narrow minded doubt,
‘reparations remains the most
viable solution to the victims of a
heinous war crime called the
middle passage. African
Americans bear the brunt of
slavery's lingering effects. The
heart and soul of America will
not be healed.until justice,
faimess and equality is brought
to the table of mediation and
dialogue on the reparations
issue!

Inclosing, African Americans
must draft Minister Louis
Farrakhan as chief negotiator.
The Muslims in the Nation of
Islam have a pragmatic solution
regarding reparations. Let the
process begin!

Sincerely,

Bro. Michael X

have the opportunity to provide
a verbal discourse on his or her
profession.

America's viewpoint about
Black people is determined by
those they see most often
portrayed in the media.

And that ladies and
gentlemen .is almost always
through the eyes of the
professional athlete.

| for one appreciated the
comment of Charles Barkley
when he said, “I am not a role
model for Black children. Their
own parents should be their role
model." He took alot of heat for
saying that, but he must have
known that his statement went
to the very core of the problem
with over promotion of the Black
athlete andthe lackofothertypes
of Black role models.

The bottom line s, if we think
we're being misrepresented in
the media and in society, we
must take action fo change
things. Atthe sametime, itneeds
to be clearly known that it is
unnecessary to diminishour high
regard for the successful Black
athlete in order to acknowledge

. those of our race who are

successful in other fields of
endeavor.

To know is to grow. Until
next week.
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native American collegesare
now more than ingtitutions of
higher education. They are
home —centers of every aspect
of Indian life — for many Indian
communities.  On many
reservations, they operate the -

-only libraries, daycare centers

andtribalarchives. Theyoperate
health care centers, employ
hundreds of fribal members and
produce nurses doctors,
technicians, teachers and
administrators do desperately
needed.

Sitting Bull, the Lakota Sioux
chief, once said, “Let us put our
minds together and see whatlife
we can make for our children.”
The American Indian Coliege
Fundandits member instifutions
have taken that challenge
seriously and are making it a
reality.
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- best. -If is fraught with errors,

very open to misuse and abuse.
From my perspective it should
not, at the present state of our
technical expertise, be allowed
into a court room. Some of you
are a little older and may
remember that paternity tests
were also done and countless
numbers of men were forced to
support children who they didn't
father because the courts did
not understand the fallibility of
ABO blood type testing.

A blood test can never prove
a child was: fathered by an .
individual, it can only prove that
the child was not. These are the
subtleties that are lost on the
brain dead minions who inhabit
mostof the courts in the country.

Finally, let's be clear, the
issue of O.J. Simpson's acquittal,
regardlessofthe talk show circuit
and every brain damaged talk-
show host (a strict criteria for
having a falk show is that you
must be brain damaged) was
aboutrace. Whatwhite America
is really pissed ¢ *f about is that
here was a black man set-up by
the police, using the system that
whites had setupover400years
ago, to ensure, entrap and
destroyblackpeopleand people
of color that didn'twork. Itfailed
and the prey escaped. Thisis
what white folks are pissed off
about. Asforme...well, TOUGH
ST

La Lucha Continua! The
Struggle Continues!




