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Not A Loss At Reprrcth

W.G. Ramirez

With the holiday toumaments
out of the way, and the confer-
ence schedule one week old,
there is only one high school
boys basketball team boasting
an undefeated record - Rancho
at 13-0.

The Rams have run rough-
shod through the competition
thus far, including the Jasper
Invitational in Edmonton, Alberta
‘Canada and the local Sundevil
Classic last week.

A showdown with Green
Valley (11-3) in the semi-finals
of the Sundevil Classic proved
who the dominant team in the
Southem Conference is at the
present fime, as Rancho went
on towinthe championship over
Cimarron-Memorial.

Head Coach Tony Hopkins,
who is in his fourth term at
Rancho, has created a champi-
onship caliber squad led by nine
seniors looking to tear through
the competition.

“We were expected todoalot
and | think we've done over and
above the call of duty,” says
Hopkins. “If's a pleasant sur-
prise for us to be sitting here
undefeated but I'm not really
surpnised in the way that we've
played because we've had this
group ofkids hereforthree years.

| guess (all) the hard work is
finally starting to pay off.”
Leading the way is All-State
candidate Michael Johnson. The
senior point guard is capable of
taking over a game at any time,
and has developed a reputation

of keeping his game in control at

all times.

“He always keeps his eyes
open when he's on the court,”
admires Green Valley senior
Wade Perkins. “He shoots well
and he is always in control of
what he is doing. You can just
tellthey're well coached because
they're well disciplined.”

Hopkins has had the pleas-
ure of watching his star pupil
evolve into one of the most
sought after prep basketball
players in the local area.

“The natural leader on this
particular basketball team is
MichaelJohnson,” says Hopkins.
“Whenever our kids are having
problems on the floor, they know
they can always look to Mike for
some type of leadership and
guidance. He's done a fantastic
job up to this point.

“ didn’tthink we were getting
those things from him last year.
He's grown and matured so
much as a basketball playerand
a person, i's unbelievable.”

Johnson says that there isn’t

Coaching Clinic InAnaheim
Reaches Out Further

Than Southern California

W.G. Ramirez

For many young aspiring athletes, sports clinics are exactly
where their skills are honed for further success. Clinics have always
played a special role for many professional athletes, including Dan
Marino, Greg Maddux, Andre Agassi, Rickey Henderson, Michael
Jordan, and the list goes on.

In the same respect, many successful high school and college
coaches around the country sharpen their techniques at coaching
clinics, which will usually feature coaches that have already reached
the summit.

One clinic that has evolved as one of the most respected in the
country is the Stovall’s All-Sports Clinic, held in Anaheim, Calif. The
25th annual event will take place January 13, 14 and 15 at the
Anaheim Convention Center.

The clinic was originally started by Jack Stovall in an attempt to
fillup rooms in sevendifferent Stovall Inn's. Although the Disneyland
crowd was steady, tourists dwindled during the NFL's off-season,
and it was Stovall's intent to keep business flowing. Fommer Los
Angeles Times sportswriter Will Kem and present Houston Oilers
offensive coordinator Dick Coury assisted in the startup of the clinic
in 1969.

Since then, the clinic has been visited by some of the greatest
head coaches in the history of collegiate athletics, including: Paul
“Bear” Bryant, Eddie Robinson, Jackie Sherill, Denny Crum, Joe
Patemo, Woody Hayes, John Wooden and Barry Alvarez.

According to Executive Director John Coury, three of Stovall's
properties have been bought by Disneyland as a part of the theme
park’s $3-billion expansion program. Of the four hotels remaining,
two will undoubtedly sell out as 2-3,000 coaches will attend this
year's event, which will be highlighted by a visit from Bill Walsh.

Besides Califomia, Stovall's All-Sports Clinic draws alot of atten-
tion from Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Utah and Nevada. Over
50,000 brochures are sent out to coaches twice a year, as a
committee works continuous on the event throughout the year.

“Because of the recent Orange County financial troubles, it has
put a damper on the attendance for this year's event,” says Coury.

(See Clinic, Page 20)
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The Rancho Rams have bolted out to a 13-0 record, including
two holiday tournament championships.

solid 18.0 and Bobby Smith is
contributing 16.3. Damian Tho-
mas, who has been hampered
by a sore hip, has a 7.0 scoring
average.

“What that says, is that when
we got these kids as sopho-
mores, on the varsity squad,”
explains Hopkins, ‘itwas a short-
term loss for a long-term gain.
The games we lost by two or
three points back then, we're
now winning big.”

Hopkins realizesthathe must
control all twelve of his players'
egos, in hopes of maintaining
the solid ouiput they have been

demonstrating.

“We can't let our expecta-
tions, or the way we practice, or
the waywe prepare fora particu-
lar basketball team to interfere
with what we're actually doing
right now,” concedes Hopkins.
“We can’t put too much empha-
sis on the fact that we are unde-
feated at this point. Attempting
to go undefeated is not even a
thing that we talk about.”

While most prep enthusiasts
may be used to traditional nival-
ries such as: Clark-Bonanza,
Valley-Gomman or Rancho-El-

(See Rancho, Page 20)

much to creating a winning atti-
tude for his teammates, but
whenever it's needed, he'll be
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