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conservative credo. Powell
wams blacks not to let racism
“drag themdown. Don'tuseitas
an excuse for your own
shortcomings.” Powell embodies
solid, white middle-class values;
faithinfamily, religion, patriotism,
personal responsibility, and
political independence. White
conservatives can point to
Powell's stellar career as an
examplethat African-Americans
don’t need affirmative action or
liberal social programs to

EBONY ETCHINGS
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to their cars didn’t seem to help
some of his customers feel any
safer in the area, or encourage
them to hang out at “Charlie’s
Live”like they used todo, priorto
the neighborhood going down.
As abusinessman fighting to
hang on to the remains of his
business plus survive in a
neighborhood in need of
revitalization, or as father who
still grieves over the tragic loss
of a son, and as a citizen who's
tired of seeing policeman
hanging tags on the toes of
shooting victims on Florence
Avenue, he knew he had to try
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promote their advancement.
Evidence of Powell's hostility
toward socialliberalismwasalso
ilustrated last year when the
general bitterly opposed
Clinton’s efforts to end the ban
against homosexuals in the
military.

Speculation now exists that
Powell may follow the strategy
of Texas billionaire Ross Perot,
by running as anindependentin
the 1996 general election. By
establishing a platform which is
pro-military yet moderate

enough toattract so-called “New
Democrats,”" Powell privately
believes that he can capture the
centristhighgroundbetweenthe
ideological policies of the two
major parties. He recognized that
despite his popularity, the
Republican Party has moved
sharply to the right since 1980,
and would be unlikely to find his
views sufficiently conservative.
Watching the Republican Party
Convention in 1992, Powell was
shocked and disgusted by the
extremist tactics and polarized

polemics of leaders like Patrick
Buchanan. By running as an
independent, Powell might
attract the same following as
Perot, plus a sizable share of
African-American votes. The
Newsweek poll confirms this
analysis.

Forty-seven percent of
Americans polled stated that
electing an “independent
president’ would be a “good way”
tomake changesin Washington.
Can Colin Powell become the
next president of the United

and do something to salvage his
business and help make the
community a better place.

He became a self appointed
committee of one, and started
reaching out to others. He
directed his one man campaign
at other business owners on
Florence Avenue, encouraging
them to stay and help rebuild the
community. His fatherly
conversations with youngsters
in the community is aimed at
getting them to do something
positive in the neighborhood
instead of being a part of the
destructive forces wrecking the
community; and seemingly his

one man campaign is catching
onl!

However, heis keenly aware
that it's definitely going to take
much more than his one on one
campaign and convincing
conversations with other African
American business owners and
neighborhood gang membersto
completely  turn the
neighborhood around. He also
points out the need for
neighborhood youngsters to
have jobs that pay them decent
salaries, build or provide gyms
and recreation centers that
youngsters can goto, instead of
hanging out on street comers
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parinership program. “These
students .. can touch, feel, and
look at the cadevers, but they
don'tactively dissect [them],” he
said. He and Mrs. Neighbors,
along with Maxine Whitehead,
director of the medical school’s
Office for Minority Affairs,
organized the course to parallel

the medical curriculum
somewhat.

“One of the program's
strongest points ... is the role

modeling which occurs,” Dr.
Stewart said. “The 15 first-and
second-year medical students,
many of whom are minorities
themselves, volunteer as
mentors and tutors in the
laboratory. Theyare, onaverage,
only five years older ... so they
are excellent role models.”
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not suggest that with the idea
that we all remove ineffective
peopleand putineffectivepeople
and expand our vision to look
into running inareas were we do
not hold the majority, but where
we can put someone with

HeatherLync, a second-year
medical students who
coordinates the medical student
volunteers in the anatomy
program, benefits in several
ways.

“It is an exciting opportunity
to reinforce the things that we
have leamed. We are able to
know the highs school students,
and we are able to teach them
hands-on material that theydon't
see often. We encourage them
andserveastangible resources.”

Forty students are enrolled
in the partnership program this
fall, of whom 85 percent are
minorities and 78 percent are
women. Because ofif ssuccess,
Yale has added a new program
for 15advanced biology students
to leam with cell biology and
neuroanatomy laboratories.

(traits recognized by the greater
Las Vegas community) in office
so that people of the Las Vegas
Valley can begin to control their
own destiny and not have it
controlled by the Plantation
Masters.

La Lucha Continua! The

honesty, lntagrrty and coumge,

Struggle Continues!

Fourteen of these students
completed the anatomy program
last year.

The Assaciation of American
Medical Colleges represents all
126 accredited U.S. medical
schools, the 16 accredited
Canadian medical 'schools;
some 400 major teaching
hospitals, including 74 Veterans
Administration medical centers;
91 academic and professional
societies representing 70,000
faculty members; and the
nafion’s medical students and
residents.

where the temptation to do
somethingwrongis everpresent.

Heisalso hoping that he can
encourage other African
American businessmen and
women, community organiza-
tions and civic leaders to come
togetherand take a serious stand
to promote the preservation and
support of black owned
community businesses, plus
develop solutionsto increasethe
safetyand welfare of community
life in inner-city communities of
Los Angeles.

He strongly believes that if
enough seriously concemed
African American people in any
givenneighborhood gottogether
to initiate a working community
program aimed atmaking things
in their own neighborhoods
better, theywould certainly be in
a much,stronger position to
demand and receive federal,
state and city funding, support
and assistance, to bring about
positive and productive changes
in any given inner city
neighborhood.

Let's hearitforEdwin“Lucius”
Bell, who is really trying hard to
make thing better in his part of
the hood...and that's Hollywood
this time!!

Until the next time Lanier.

States? As a public leader,
Powell is certainly far more
impressive than any serious
contender the Republicans have
forthe presidency. Politically, he
would bring a degree of
experienceinintemational affairs
that Clinton sorely lacks as chief
executive.

| have serious questions and
criticisms about Powell's
positions on public policy issues.
But | believe that there are two
fundamental barriers which
Powell will have to overcome in
order to be a serious prospect
for the presidency.

The first barrier is the “racial
ceiling” in American politics.
Simply put, the majority of white
voters will not vote for a black,
first-time candidate for public
office. Even African-American
officials who made strenuous
attempts toreach outto the white
electorate by moderate, non-
threatening gestures never fully
succeed in winning the trust of
mostwhites. Los Angeles mayor
Tom Bradley, for example, was
defeated twice in his bid for
govemorof Califomialargely due
to the racial antipathy of a
segment of the white electorate.
David Dinkins, former New York
mayor, received less than one-
fourth of the white vote last year
ina city with a five to one ratio of
registered Democrats over
Republicans.

Powell's other significant

difficulty is ideological and
strategic. The present crisis in
American politics is expressed
on the edges, not the center, of
public discourse. The Radical
Right, led by the extremist
Christian Coalition, is pursuing
an activist agenda through
purging moderate conservatives
like Powell out of the GOP’s
ranks. Powell is trying to revive
an Eisenhower-style strategy of
moderate Republicanism in an
environment of extreme
cynicism, hostility toward
government and reaction.
Unless Perot bankrolls Powell's
effort, it appears unlikely that
Powell will have the resources
or state-to-state network of
volunteers and paid staff
necessary to run a national
campaign. Colin Powell's
centrist, patriotic and middle-
class orientation may not be
enough to mobilize millions of
voters who are simultaneously
alienated and apathetic toward
politics.
" Dr. Manning Marable is
Professorof Historyand Political
Science, and Director of the
Institute for Researchin African-
American Studies, Columbia
University, New York City. “Along
the Color Line” appears in over
175 publications and Is
broadcast by more than 75 radio
stations intemationally.
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FOR THE LADIES

merchants to put at least some of their profits back into the
community providing help to churches, schools, food programs,
homeless shelters, etc. Merchants are expected to help clean
up the areas that need help and provide community service
when needed. :
This road to financial stability and economic mmr
for the Westside is a two-way street. Merchants and residents
have to work together to bring West Las Vegas to the level of

development that it is capable of achieving. Let's all do our part.
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Be thm for our biggest, besmew Year's Celebration!
Make plans now to party all night with us on New Year's Eve. Eat, drink, dance, get
down, get backup again. Your chance fo make new friends and get re-acquainted
withthe old as we let the good times roll. Here's what we planned. Festivities begin
at 8:00 p.m. You'll have a great selection of Hot-N-Cold Hors d'oeuvers, music
guaranteed 1o keep you dancing, complimentary champagne at midnight, all for:
$25.00 per person In advance; mmp«wmnttudw

Call for reservations:

433-4371
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CROWNE PLAZA

THE AREA'S

MOST HAPPEN-

ING HOT SPOT

Limited occupancy. Make
your reservations now! -

Mustbe 21 andover. ™ e dm
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