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dose of reality. | didn’t think he
was injured that bad.”

That night, 15 year-old Ben
Williams collapsed on the foot-
ball field minutes aftertelling one
of the Silverado trainers his feet
feltnumb, hewas suddenly dizzy
and had a severe headache.

When Williams amrived at the
trauma center, a CAT scan re-
vealed the headache was actu-
allyablood cloton the left side of
Williams' brain. The young foot-
ball players parents were in-
formed that surgery was neces-
sary right away, and thatiswhen
their nightmare began.

When Williams didn’t wake
up the day after the injury, doc-
tors suspected that he may not
come out of the coma he had
slipped into, and the nightmare
continued.

“It's been an emotional roller
coaster,” says Robertson, who
isactually Ben's step-father. He
married Christine ten years ago,
two years after Ben's natural
father diedin a motorcycle acci-
dent. Robertson says that in

those ten years, he has grown

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

13

close enough to consider him-
self Ben's real father.

“Itrips your heart out just the
same way. You sitin here and
look at him like he is your son
‘cause heis.

Dr. SriHalthore told Christine
last Saturday that Ben's MRI
showed multiple contusions on
the first layer of his brain, an
injury that, he says, had to have
come from playing football.

Through Saturday, there
were no signs of physical move-
ment from Ben whatsoever, and
then he was visited by his little
brother, seven year-oldNickolas.

Although a bit apprehensive
at first, Nickolas made his way
into Ben’s room and was urged
by Christine and Art to say hi to
his older brother. When Nick-

olas spoke, Ben's arm sprang -

from his hospital bed and began
towave. Hiseyes popped open,
bringing smiles to everyone in
the room.

Since Saturday's break-
through, the nursing staff has
made Ben do all of his own per-
sonal hygiene, which includes:
brushing his teeth, washing his

_ thh Obstetncs |
'; 1703 Cmc Center __Drwe,:_:Smte 3

Betrcosc Industrics, Inc

Owners

Kathy & Eric Jordan

| ‘| "YOURFLOOR WILL LOVE OUR COVER"
Offoe702-398-3366 * 702-382-2000 * Fax 702-382:0779

FLOOR COVERING FACTORY DIRECT T0 YOU
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CARPETING
WOOD FLOORING

VNYLTLE .
VINYL SHEET GOODS

Still Accepting
Holiday Orders

We Have The Lowest Prices In Town.

face and putting on his own deo-
dorant. Whenhe yawns, thereis
an occasional tear that will drop
from his eye and he'll quaintly
use his gown to wipe it away.

His right eye has developed
a severe redness but Christine
explains that when he falls
asleep, it is tough for him to get
it completely shutanditll tend to
get dry. She admits that her
biggest worry since seeing her
son's eyes open up, has been
his vision.

“| asked about his eyesight
because he's got one eye that
kind ofwonderstothe right, while
the left one stares straight. My
first question was, ‘Will he be
blind?™

The doctors have told her
that he will be justfine,and as a

matter of fact, Dr. Halthore told
her that he expects Bento even-
tually recover 100 %. If not, it'll
be about 98%. Many head inju-
ries similar to Ben's result in
somewhat of a slight memory
loss, yet according to Dr. Halt-
hore, three to four months of
eventual rehabilitation will have
Ben back on his feetonce again.

Christine says she has had
alottothinkaboutsinceherson’s
accident, and still has many
questions she is looking for
answers to.

“You mentally go through
whether your child is going to
make it. Once you get past that,
youget tothe pointwhere, ‘What
is he gonna be like when he
does (fullyrecover)? Ishegonna
suffer a memory loss? Is he

gonna remember things? Is he
gonna remember he was on the
football team? Will he still like
football? Is he gonna want to
playfootballagain? Alotof things
go through your mind.”

One question was answered
Wednesday evening in his Pedi-
atric Intensive Care Unit room
when his grandfather, Telma
Williams, asked him who was
going to win this Sunday's foot-
ball game between San Fran-
cisco and Dallas.

Williams can respond to
questions by raising his rightam,
whether it pertains to football,
watching television, if he is in a
comfortable position or simply
how he's doing. Monday night,
Ben's nurse asked him if he
wanted to watch the football

game and he responded with an
affirnative nod. When Art and
Christine amive nightly around
7:30 p.m., Ben now greets them
with a high-five and a forced
grimace. They both talk to him
and lethimknow that he is doing
better every day, and you can
sense he knows it. Watching
him maneuver himself gives you
the feeling that he is ready to get
upand forget the wholeincident.
As for Sunday’s game, Wil-
liamsislooking forward towatch-
inghis San Francisco 49ersbeat
his grandfather’s favorite team,
Dallas. The elder Williams
teased his grandson repeatedly
aboutthe game, telling himthings
like, ‘Michael Irvin is gonna run

all over Deion Sanders,’ and,
(See Williams, Page 22)
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