October 27, 1994

Withcongressional elections
just two weeks away, AIDS
advocatesin Washingtonare still
reeling from a difficult 103rd
Congress. The session left a
number of HIV/AIDS-related
concerns, from health care
reform to the Ryan White CARE
Act, battered and bruised.

“Whenmembersof Congress
retumed to their home districts
lastweek, theyleftbehindastring
of unfinished business that will
adversely affect people living
with HIV/AIDS," reports Daniel
T. Bross, AIDS Action executive
director. “Despite some gainsin
AIDS funding, parisan politics
kept much AIDS-related
legislation from taking significant

Funding for AIDS programs
received modest gains for 1995
in the Labor/Health and Human
Services appropriations bill
passed by Congress on
September 28. As the
appropriations process came to
aclose, federal AIDS funding for
prevention, care, research and
housing increased by $172
million, a 6.7% increase over
1994 funding levels, bringingthe
total for federal AIDS funding to
$2.7 billion.

“While the final figures for all
AIDS programs do not match
those originally sought by AIDS
Action and other AIDS
advocates, they do represent
crucialincreasesoverlastyear's
funding levels. Such increases
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are significant in light of
formidable budgetary constraints
faced this year,” commented
AIDS Action Deputy Executive
DirectorChristine Lubinski. AIDS
Action soughta 40%increase to
meet the need presented by the
growing epidemic. “We worked
harder this year to get fewer
dollars andwe're concemned that
it's going to be even tougher to
get even modest increases in
AIDS funding next year,”
Lubinski added.

While immersed in a multi-
faceted funding battle, AIDS
Action also joined AIDS
advocates from around the
country to push for early
reauthorization, or renewal, of

(See AIDS, Page 25)

FREE FLU SHOT CLINIC SCHEDULED

With the flu season just
around the comer, Keith Bassett,
President of Catholic Community
Services, announced recently
that Southwest Medical
Associates, in cooperation with
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(DM)-Higher than normal rates of
hospitalization and greatly increased
death rates due to pneumonia and
influenza during last winter's flu
season reinforces the need for every-
one -- especially senior citizens,
those with respiratory ailments, and
people with compromised immune
systems, such as organ transplant
recipients and AIDS patients as well
as children undergoing chemothera-
py - to immunize early this year,
according to Dr. Robert Webster of
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital in Memphis.

This year's predominant flu strains
are predicted to be like A/Texas/91
(HyNy), A/Shangdong/93 (H3N3)
and B/Panama/90.

“Immunity from the virus takes
approximately 30 days to develop,
and the vaccine usually is not effec-
tive if given after a person has been
exposed to the disease. These are
two of the main reasons we encour-
age people to get inoculated sooner,
rather than later,” said Dr. Webster.

Influenza shots are readily avail-
able through city and state health
departments and private physicians
nationwide every fall and winter.

Dr. Webster, who leads the virolo-
gy and molecular biology depart-
ment at St. Jude and is director of the
World Health Organization's
Collaborating Center on the Ecology
of Influenza Viruses in Lower
Animals, is internationally known
for his research contributions to anti-
genic drift and genetic shift in the
basic science of influenza viruses.
This information is crucial in deter-
mining how flu ‘viruses are generaied
and spread and how they affect chil-
dren as well as adults.

“Qur immune systems weaken as a
natural course of aging, s0 people

Catholic Community Services,
will once again conduct it's
annual FREE FLU SHOT
CLINIC for homeless and
economically at risk individuals.
The clinic will be held at St.

Experts Warn: Get Your
Flu Vaccine Early

Patient Ashley Johnson, age 7,
receiving vaccination.

over 65 are not only more at risk of
catching the flu, they’re al a greater
risk of developing pneumonia and
other serious complications from a
bout with the flu," said Dr. Webster.

Influenza can be a very serious dis-
ease, especially for children under-
going cancer treatment. The effec-
tiveness of influenza vaccines in
children on chemothérapy is less-
ened because chemotherapy hampers
the immune system, and depends on
whether or not the child has previ-
ously experienced influenza. Also,
the type of malignancy, type of
chemotherapy and relapse status
affect response.

St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital, founded by the late enter-
tainer Danny Thomas, is an interna-
tionally recognized biomedical
research center dedicated to finding
cures for the catastrophic diseases of
children. Its work is primarily sup-
ported through public funds raised
by American Lebanese Syrian
Associated Charities' (ALSAC). All
St. Jude patients are treated regard-
less of their ability to pay, with
ALSAC covering all costs beyond
those reimbursed by third party
insurers, and total costs when no
insurance is available.

Vincent's Plaza on October 27,
1994, between the hours of 11
a.m. and 3 p.m.

Shots will be made available
to residents of St. Vincent's, The
Shade Tree Shelter for women
and children, Crossroads
Shelter, Women's Development
Center, Salvation Army and
Temporary Assistance for
Domestic Crisis Center. In
addition, those who receive
meals and assistance from St.
Vincent's will be eligible for the
immunization.

Jerry Reeves, M.D.,,
President of Southwest Medical
(See Free Flu Clinic, Page 28)

ASTHMA CAMP

As Thanksgiving nears,
many of us will reflect on our
blessings. One of the most
precious of these is our health. ..

Many children in Southem
Nevada havetolivewithasthma.
If you would like information on
the American Lung Association
of Nevada's annual asthma
camp, “Camp Superkids” please
call 454-2500.
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Leadership
for a Safer
Community.

As a 25-year veteran of Metro, Jerry Keller knows how important it is
to build bridges of understanding and cooperation between law
enforcement and our community. Jerry will fight for a tough but fair
enforcement of the law by implementing the following policies:

“| believe you have a right to be safe in your home, at work and in
public places. Your children deserve neighborhoods that are free of
violence and fear. As a father and a grandfather, | am committed to
making our community safer for all people.”

Jerry Keller is overwhelmingly endorsed by:

On November 8, vote for Jerry Keller:
the people’s choice and law enforcement’s
choice to be our next Sheriff.

Jerry

Kell

Target and arrest repeat violent offenders.

Establish a three-point attack on narcotics to rid our street
corners of drug pushers.

Identify and target individuals based on criminal activity, not on
physical appearance or dress code.

Encourage greater interaction between Metro and the people it serves
by building neighborhood advisory groups made up of citizens,
businesses and residents working in partnership with Metro.

o/

Nevada Conference of Police and Sheriffs

Las Vegas Police Protective Association

North Las Vegas Police Officers Association

Henderson Police Officers Association

Police Officers Association of Clark County School District
Clark County Park Ranger Employee Association

Nevada Highway Patrol Association

Southern Nevada Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO

Public Employees For Political Action

Seniors United

Mobilehome Owners League of the Silver State

Hispanics In Politics
Nevada Voters League

Sheriff
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