October 13, 1994

BLACK WOMEN .. THE KEY
TO THE BLACK MAN'S RETURN

By Bonita Armsirong

BlackwomeninAmericaface
the greatest challenge of any
people in America today. That is
to love and support the black
man. Our people have suffered
and struggled inthis country now
formore than fourhundred years.
When your ancestors were
brought here, the prize the
oppressor soughtwas the Black
man. The black man was
spiritual, strong, athletic, family-
minded, full of dignity and
strength. It was not easy for the
oppressor to break his spirit. It
was nota matterof simply saying
to the black man “jump” and the
Black man asking “How High?"
It took chains and shackles, a
leather whip, the stripping of
education and the native tongue,
and a strong dose of methodical
self-hate to bring the black man
under submission.

But there were two things the
oppressor did not count on ...
God and the Black woman.
When the Black man came in
from the fields, who was there to
anointhis cuts andbruises? Who
was there to support him and
pray with him for a better day?
Whowas there totell him trouble
didn’t last always? It was the
black woman:

The Black man is the key to
the Black people rising up and
reclaiming self-love. twill be the
Black man that eventually leads
our children out of gangs and
wars in the inner city. The Black
man will be the tool God will use
to tumn our people around, away
fromdrugsandviolence and self-
destruction.

But it is the Black women
who is God's key to raising up
the Black man. The processhas
already begun. All through
history, when we took note of
Black men taking a stand, there
was always a strong black
woman somewhere in the
background. Whether it was a
mother or a wife, she was there,
supporting him, encouraging him
a and praying for him.

We, as Black women, cannot
tum our backs on Black men.
Yes, manyofthemareindespair
and lost. Many of them are in
prisons or involved in drugs or
gangs. Many of them have lost
their identity and want to forget
who they are because of self-
hate. Many of them are still
slaves in their minds. But we
have to see them as the kings
they were meant fo be.

The challenge is great, but
God has placed Black womenin
a position of worthiness, just as
he did Mary the Mother of Jesus
... or Coretta Scott King .. or
Betty Shabazz ... or many other
greatwomenwho stood by great
men.

This is the fime for Black
women to stand by their men
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more now than ever before. We
cannotbecome complacent. We
still have a lot of work to do to
overcome the brainwashing of
the last 400 years.

If the Black man s the key to
the Black people’s future, then
the Black woman is the key to
the Black man's retum.
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CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
- ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

_AnnJones, author of Next Time She'll Be Dead: Battering and
How to Stop It, will be the keynote speaker at Domestic Violence:
a Comrnunlty Response the fzrst annual conferenoe on October

centers

on Child Protection and Custody, Natlonai Coun(:llof Juvenile and
Family Court Judges; Janet Nudelman: Health Resource Center
.on Domestic Violence, Family Violence Prevention Fund.

A series of workshops will highlight nahonal state and local
efforts to address domestic violence.
_ More than 250 people are expected fo attend Pamctpants will
include survivors of domestic violence, advocates, law enforcement
officers, social workers, therapists, nurses and judges,
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MS. SENIOI! PAGEANT APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

Contestant applications are
currently available for women
who are interested in
participating in the 1995 Ms.
Senior Clark County Pageant.
Applicants must be 60 years of
age or older and have been a
resident of Clark County for a

Clark County at the Ms. Senior
Nevada Pageant.

This popular event is
designed to honor women who
have reached the “Age of
Elegance”. Contestants will be
judged on community

involvement, philosophy of life,

poise and talent. All eligible
applicants will be contacted for
an interview to determine the
final ten contestants.

Contact Clark County
Department of Parks and
Recreation at 455-8238 for
applications and information.
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Excellence.

DIANA AIRD

President

3838 Raymert Rrive
Los Vegas. NV 89121

(702) 456- 3838

Small Businesses & Professionals
“Our Best Makes YOU Better!” :

minimum of 3 months. The
pageant is held annually by the
Clark County Department of
Parks and Recreation. The
pageant winner will represent
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ADVEII'I'ISE
CALL NOW
| 383-4030 |

JANELLE FOSTER
7634 WESTCLIFF DR.
(702) 363-9222

838 W. Lake Mead * 647-4688
Mon.-Thurs. 11 am to 10 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11 am to 12 midnight
(Drive thru or sit down eating)

BUY ANY DINNER
SANDWICH FREE!

| Buy one dinner at regular price &
| get $1.00 OFF the second dinner

& RECIEVE A RIB TIP”

Sandwiches’ ¢« Dinners™
PORK RIBS « SLICED PORK «

o RIB TIPS ¢ HOT LINKS « CHICKEN o

*All sandwiches are served with one vegetable potato salad and bread.

S'IOO OFF '

This offer expires
Oclober 31,1994
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