
SNRABC FILES PROTEST AGAINST AMERICAN FEDERAL SAVINGS 
On July 13,1994, the South- 

ern Nevada Reinvestment and 
Accountable Banking Commit- 
tee (SNRABC) filed a protest 
challenging American Federal 

Savings Bank’s (AFSB) acquisi- 
tion of First Western Bank (FWB) 

with the Office of Thrift Supervi- 
sion (OTS). SNRABC requested 
that OTS grant a hearing so that 
SNRABC may continue discus- 
sions with AFSB regarding the 
Southern Nevada community's 
needs. 

Under the Community Rein- 
vestment Act of 1977, OTS may 
reject AFSB’s application to 

acquire FWB. SNRABC filed its 

protest based on AFSB’s refusal 
to commit to continue programs 
developed by FWB to serve 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION SEEKS PROPOSALS 

I he Hegional l ransportation 
Commission of Clark County, 
Nevada, (RTC) is accepting pro- 
posals from qualified individuals 
and firms for the purpose of pro- 
vidingadvertising, marketingand 
public relations services to the 
RTC for Citizens Area Transit 
(CAT), CAT Paratransit Serv- 
ice, and other RTC programs 
and services. 

Copies of The Request For 
Proposals (RFP) will be avail- 
able July 25,1994 at the RTC 
office located at, 301 East Clark 
Avenue, Suite 300, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, 89101-6534. 

Detailed specifications and 
additional information may be 
obtained by attending the pre- 
proposal conference scheduled 
for August 1,1994 at 9:00 a.m., 
Third Floor Meeting Room, 301 

tast Clark Avenue, Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Proposals for the 
Advertising and Marketing Serv- 
ices, RFP Number 4-94, must 
be received in the office of the 
RTC, 301 East Clark Avenue, 
Suite 300, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
89101-6534, on or before Au- 
gust 15,1994. 

The proposals must be re- 

ceived in a sealed envelope, 
marked, Attn: Regional trans- 

portation Commission Advertis- 
ing and Marketing Seivices, RFP 
Number 4-94, at or before 3:00 
p.m. (PDT). Proposals time- 
stamped at 3:01 p.m. (PDT) or 

after will be returned unopened. 
Disadvantaged Business 

Enterprises (DBE) are encour- 

aged to respond to this request 
for proposals. 

The Regional Transportation 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from Page 2) 
just because you may be in a 

higher income bracket does not 
mean your a better African 
American than someone who is 
in a low-income bracket. If you 
think so, then maybe you should 
“Wake up and smell the coffee.” 
A small piece of advice is what I 
have to offer you on this, “Check 
your Blackness sister.” Finally, 
as for KCEP begging for money 
ortelling you how tospend YOUR 
money, I’ve never once heard a 

D.J. come on the air and say 
“Excuse me Doris Siet if you out 

there listening... Please! Please! 
Send us some money....Oh 
yeah, and make sure you buy 
the Snoop Doggy Dog Album, 
it’s crazy, phat and Funkdafied. 
It just seems to me that KCEP & 
EOB aren’t the ones who need 
to stop and take a look at them- 
selves. It’s you. 

Jeff Castaneda 
P.S. Idon’tagreewithEOB’s 

decision concerning Regina “D”, 
she definitely had it goin on. 

Uke I said, everyone is entitled 
to their opinion whether its posi- 
tive or negative. 

(IVIL RIGHTS JOatNAL 
(continued from Page 2) 
care about what their children 
watch or hear. 

Finally, the hearings are rais- 
ing important questions about 
how music reflects the culture in 
which it is created. The reality is 
that as awful, as demeaning, as 

frightening as the lyrics of gang- 
sta rap music may be, they are 

only reflective of the economic 
and social breakdown of the cit- 
ies in which these young people 
live. 

Music critic and author Nel- 
son George testified at Con- 
gresswoman Collin’s hearing 
that this music is a consequence 
of the long-term lack of employ- 
ment, the isolation from middle 
class values and the concomi- 
tant adopting of street values, 
the contempt for authority, the 
celebration of male bonding and 
the rampant consumerism of all 
of U.S. society. 

Similarly, Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters testified at Sena- 
tor Moseley-Braun’s hearings 
that gangsta rap was born of the 
frustration and hopelessness, 
the raw energy and alienation 
among inner city youth. She 
challenged America to listen to 
the message of these young 
people, who have been isolated 
and alienated. 

Clearly, we must find ways to 
end the violence in our commu- 

nities. We must get rid of the 
guns, we must get rid of lyrics, 
music videos and video games 
which glamorize violence and 
desensitize our children to it. 
We must find ways to get par- 
ents involved. But if we are truly 
to be successful, we must find 
ways to give young people hope 
— hope they they can get jobs, 
hope that they are valued by 
society, hope in the future. 

There are no fast and easy 
answers or quick fix solutions. 

Commission reserves the right 
to postpone, accept, or reject 
any and all proposals in whole or 

in part. 
For more information con- 

tact Stanton Wilkerson, Transit 
Marketing Managerat the above 
address or by calling (702) 455- 
4481. 
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minority and low income Ne- 
vadans. SNRABC met with 
AFSB to discuss the special 
needs of the Southern Nevada 

community. However, AFSB 
was unwilling to agree to spe- 
cific community goals. 

Gail Burks, an attorney with 
Nevada Legal Services and 
SNRABC chairperson, said, 
“AFSB has a terrible record of 
denying minority loan applicants. 
If the merger is successful, AFS B 
will be the third largest thrift in 
Nevada, so it is vital that they 
begin to address the needs of all 
Nevadans instead of giving loans 
to only the wealthiest in our 

state.” 
Frank Hawkins, City Coun- 

cilman and SNRABC member, 

said, “First Western Bank has 
made such progress in reaching 
out to the community. We would 
hate to see AFSB come in and 
take away successful programs 
that First Western developed 
specifically to meet the needs of 
Southern Nevadans.” 

The Community Reinvest- 
ment Act of 1977 authorizes 
protests such as SNRABC’s. 
The Community Reinvestment 
Act of 1977 requires banks to 
assess and meet the credit 
needs of all of its potential cus- 

tomers, including minority and 
low to moderate income resi- 
dents. The federal law allows 
community groups to protest 
major moves by banks such as 

acquisitions or branch closings 

on the grounds that the bank has 
not met its community obliga- 
tions. SNRABC is comprised of 
elected community representa- 
tives and nonprofit organizations 
such as the Culinary Workers 
Union, the Rainbow Coalition, 
the Martin Luther King Commit- 
tee, and Smart Start. SNRABC 
strives to increase banking serv- 

ices to economically disadvan- 
tages individuals in Southern 
Nevada. In particular, SNRABC 
seeks to improve service to low 
income and minority residents, 
small businesses, community 
groups, and non-profit afford- 
able housing developers. 

For further information con- 

tact: Gail Burks, J.D., SNRABC 
Chairperson, (702)386-0640. 
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ADVANTAGE BUSINESS CREDIT 

One Phone Call. 
Two Pieces of Paper. 
Three-day Decision. 

Take your business to the next level. 
Talk to a Bank of America representative 
about Advantage Business Credit. ABC 
offers business owners revolving lines of 
credit and term loans with features that fit 
the demands of your business. 

The application and decision process is 
fast and easy. Just one phone call and a 

Bank of America representative will visit 

your place of business and help you fill out 

your application and that usually is the 

only loan document you'll sign. It's a 

simple, short meeting that takes about 15 
minutes. And we'll get back to you with a 

decision in three working days. 
Meet short-term borrowing needs with 

an ABC Line of Credit. Borrow from $10,000 
to $100,000. Credit lines are renewable 

annually and if in good credit standing, 
no additional financial information is 

required.* No collateral is needed just 

your signature accompanied by your brief 

application and financial data is all that's 

required.* To draw funds, just call the bank 

during regular business hours and the 

money is credited to your business checking 
account the same day. 

An Advantage Business Credit Loan 
can help provide the long-term financing 
your business needs to grow. You can 

borrow from $2,500 to $100,000 and 

schedule repayment terms of 3-5 years. 
These loans have no balloon payments, 
prepayment penalties or collateral. 

When you qualify for an ABC business 

loan or credit line, you'll be automatically 
approved for a business credit card plus 
we'll waive the annual fee for the first year. 

Call Bank of America now at 

331-LOAN to get things started. Hard 

work will help keep you in business. The 

right business loan can help you get ahead. 

Banking on America® 
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Bank of America 
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'This is only a brief outline of the qualification requirements. Credit decisions are subject to submission of a complete application package and verification of information. ©1994 Bank of America Nevada. 
Member FDIC. 


