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A coalition of organizations an-
nounced plans to form a local commu-
nity-based agenda on Tuesday, July
19. The coalition, which includes sev-
eral organizations of predominantly Af-
fican-American membership, will at-
tempt to develop strategies at correct-
ing social ills within the black commu-
nity. National Alliance Against Racist
and Political Repression NAARPR
president, James Tate, says the effort
represents a united effort by organiza-
tions that never worked together in the
past. He decried the local media for
their lack of attendance at the press

conference. “If this had been a shooting’

then every news media outlet in the city
wouldhavebeen here,” says Tate. Only
two media representative along with a
handful of audience participants at-
tended the press conference.

As spokesman forthe coalition, Tate
announced that the groupwould tackle:
economic empowerment, political
empowerment, and curing the ills of
under education and drugs within the
community. The announcement is the
prelude to a local summit where con-
crete strategies will be developed, says
Tate. Tate prefaced his comments by
stating the group would welcome all
who wished to join in the effort. “While
the beginning of this effortis inclusive of
the African-American community, it is
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“THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE"

COALITION OF ORGANIZATIONS
PLAN UNITY CONFERENCE JULY 30

(L-R) Ta Shka and Ron Current of the Black Panther Party; Dr. James Tate,
chairperson, NAARPR; Minister Duke X, leader of the Nation of Islam Mo-
hammed Mosque #75; and Wendell Williams, president of the MLK Commit-
fee, say summit will bring unity to the community. Photo by Victor Ingram

in no way exclusive,” says Tate. The
impetus for the summit was a national
summitheld several weeks agoinwhich
members of the national office of the
NAACP met with the controversial
Muslim leader Rev. Louis Farrakhan.
“This is an idea whose time is here,”

says Tate referring to the local effort.
Ron Current, chairman of the local
Black Panther Party, participated as a
memberof the press conference panel.
The party originated in Oakland, Cali-
fomia during the mid 60's and was
made infamous for confrontations with
local police which oftentimes lead to
shoot outs. Locally, says Current, the
group professes a nonviolent message
(See Summit, Page 12)

By Victor S. Ingram
The results from the initial survey

of candidates for the Las Vegas
Sentinel Voice Newspaperhave been
tabulated. With exception of a few
surprises, the results indicate Afri-
can-American voters are very con-
cemed about the barrage of election
choices they will be forced to make in
September. Notably, the survey was
exclusivelydone foreditonal purposes
and is not scientific in its content.
Readers were asked to send in their
choicesinsome of the hottest political
races of the season. Choices in the
race for govemnor, sheriff, and district
attomey were surveyed. Voters were
asked about which races they felt

ELECTION SURVEY RESULTS
PRODUCE A FEW SIIIIPIIISES

were most imporiant; what the most
important issues facing the African
American Community are; how impor-
tant was their ethnicity in determining
political choices; how important is a
candidate's track record in dealing

(See Black Vote, Page 12)
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TO EXPLORE LOCAL BLACK MEDIA

By Victor S. Ingram

KCEP FM 88.1 and the Las Vegas
Sentinel-Voice Newspaper participated
in a media forum on Monday, July 18.
The forum was hosted by Lawrence
Weekly, host of the community talk
show “Straight Talk" aired weekly on
KCEP radio station. The event was
designed toprovide a community forum
for local African-American media, ac-
cording to Weekly. KCEP and the Las
Vegas Sentinel-Voice both cater to the
African-American listener and respec-
tive reader. “We wanted to clarify the
purpose of black media and its function
in the black community,” says Weekly

regarding the purpose of the event.
The theme of the event was altered,
however, as the handful of audience
participants steered the majority of their
questions towards KCEP's program-
ming, and administration, in addition to
several complaints about the recent
fiings of on air personalities Regina D'
Daniel and Damell “D.B.” Brown. The
audience aimed an assortment of
complaints at event panelist, Louis
Conner, who was one of the station’s
representative at the forum. Conner
defended the station against other sta-
tions which play a similar thythm and
blues format. He says these stations
have motives that are strictly for profit
whereas KCEP is exclusively commu-
nity-based. “Their main function is to
raise money, get rich, and go to the
(See Forum, Page 11)
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Straight Talk Host Larry Weekly (L), listens as members of the local black
media (L-R) Willie Ramirez (Sentinel-Voice), Louis “L.C.” Conner (KCEP),
Lee Brown (Sentinel-Yoice), Ramon Savoy (Sentinel-Voice), Mark Anthony
(KCEP), and Sherman Rutledge (KCEP), field questions from audience.

Photo by Victor Ingram

KCEP Gets New General Munuger

By Victor S. Ingram

KCEP 88.1 FM radio station wel-
comed Sheman Rutledge as the new
general manager on Monday, July 18.
Rutledge replaced outgoing manager
Louis Conner, who resigned several
weeks ago. Conner remains at the sta-
tion, however, assisting with the transi
tion. Rutledge comes to Las Vegas
from El Centro, Califomia. He has an
extensive background in community
service, outreach programs, youth
projects, and television production. Pre-
viously, Rutledge worked with the
Welfare Rights Program, a nonprofit
organization similar to KCEP's parent
company The Economic Opportunity
(See KCEP, Page 11)
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