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take it to well. She insisted on
buckling down with her studies
so she could graduate as soon
as possible, while she kept up
with her training on the court.

After her sophomore year, it
was off to Dr. Johnson's whereit
was time to prepare for the ATA
summer circuit in July and Au-
gust. She loved competing, and
anything else around her be-
came insignificant. The finest
black tennis players could be
found every week at the each
toumamentas the summer rolled
along. The circuit culminated
with the ATA National Champi-
onships held at the end of each
summer.

Gibson competed in the
women's singles and the mixed
double with Dr. Johnson as her
partner. In 1947, Gibson and
Johnson won eight of the nine
toumaments, while young Althea
caplured all nine singles titles,
including her first ATA National
Championship. Itwould be that
particular victory that initiated a
10-year winning streak of ATA
National Championships.

In 1948 she concentrated on
getting through herjunior yearin
high school, then ran roughshod
through the competition the fol-
lowing summer.

In 1949, Gibson scored her
biggest victory ever, when white
tennis officials notified ATA offi-
cials that her entry to the East-
em Indoor Championships would
be accepted. Any entry by a
blacktennis player, into a “white”
tennis toumament, was a posi-
tive step forward for the black
race.

Held at the 143rd Armory in
Harlem, Gibson felt asif she was
in her own backyard, entering
the tournament as the last seed
inthe 32-playerfield. She made
it past the first two rounds, ad-
vancing to the quarterfinals, only
to lose 8-6, 6-0 to Betty
Rosenquest. The USLTA was
so pleased with Gibson's per-

| formance that she was invited to
| playinthe National Indoor Cham-

pionships the following week.
Again, it was the quarterfinals
where she fell short, but she had
now participated in two touma-
ments that no other black tennis
player had been.

Studying hard paid off for
Gibson, a she completed her
senior year, and received a
scholarship to Florida A&M Uni-
versity, where she eventually
received a Bachelor of Science
degree in physical education in
1953.

In July,1950, The then-most
respected woman tennis player,
Alice Marble, wrote a guest edi-
torial for American Lawn Tennis,
which tumed out to be a strong
argumentagainst racial discrimi-
nation.

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

Following Marble’s words,
Gibson began receiving invita-
tions to play in tournaments
everywhere. In the middle of
August of the same year, Gi-
bson was invited to play in the
national championships at For-
estHills. Itwas the perfectbirth-
day gift as Althea tumed 23,

Therewasalotofanxiety that
built up to the day of her first
match, but when it came, Gi-
bson was nothing less than
exquisite on the court. It was
approximately 1:00 p.m. when
Gibson stepped on to the court
and became a part of tennis
history, and then easily drilled
her opponent, Barbara Knapp,
6-2, 6-2.

In the second round, Gibson
brilliantly played three-time
Wimbledon champion Louise
Brough until a violent thunder-
storm halted play. The malch
was suspended until the next
day, and that is when a revived
Broughousted Gibson. Although
she lost on the court, she had
broke the color barrier in tennis,
just the same as Jackie Robin-
son did for baseball.

" The next several years were
quite rough for Gibson. She
would find herself amongst the
top-ranked women tennis play-
ersintheworld, eventually being
ranked as high as seventh. In
1954, she dropped to 13th and
even lost in the first-round at
Forest Hills.

She had broken the color
bamier at Wimbledon, but as
higher expectations prevailed,
her losses tumed into bigger
disappointments.

One day in Harlem, though,
a part-time cab driver/part-time
tennis instructor strived to revi-
falize the talents of Gibson. He
suggested many things and
encouraged Altheatochase that
#1 ranking. Although the effort
was put forth, the results did not
show up. Many believed that
Gibson couldn’t mentally hack
the sport. She didn't seem to
have the drive or courage to
compete.

Shemeta U.S. Amy captain
and fell in love, and that dis-
tracted hertime. She evenwent
asfarasto submitanapplication
to the Women's Amny Corps and
was destined for the service.

In 1955, at Forest Hills,
Gibson's spirit was revisited
when Renville McMann, presi-
dent of the West Side Tennis
Club and high-ranking official of
the USLTA told her that the U.S.
State Department was planning
to send a team of four Ameri-
cans - two women and two men
-on a goodwill tour of Southeast
Asia.

Perhaps it was the world-
wide competitionormaybeitwas
the attention she received, but
Althea Gibson's tennis skills

were back on the rise, and she
once again became extremely
powerful in the sport.

In January 1956 the tour
made its final stop in Ceylon
(now Sri Lanka), and Gibson
had her enthusiasm revitalized.
While her U.S. teammates re-
tumed to the States, Gibson
stayed behind in England deter-
mined to be prepared for Wim-
bledon.

Gibson became the black
women to capture a major
singles fitle anywhere in the
world, when she defeated
Angela Mortimer 6-3, 11-9, in
the midst of a winning streak of
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say so ourselves. Opportunity Loans. Loans

INTRODUCING

A REVOLUTIONARY
BANKING IDEA:

LOANS FOR PEOPLE

WHO ACTUALLY

NEED THE MONEY.

Some banks seem to think you need lots and lots of stuff before you can get a loan.
Houses. Cars. Yachts. It sort of makes you wonder: if someone’s already got all
that stuff, what do they need a loan for? That’s why we’ve come up with Opportu-
nity Loans. So even if your income’s low, chances are fairly high you can get a
loan. For things you need. Like a new refrigerator. Some reasonably nice new

aluminum gutters. Or to pay some reasonably painful dental bills. Anyway;,

BANK

it seemed like a pretty decent idea, if we do

NG
LENDER for people who actually need the money.

All loans are subject to approval. Having a good credit history, and/or a history of paying your bills on time, will greatly improve your chances
of approval. Remember, when you're filling out your loan form, it's smart to read the fine print, Like this. ©£1994 U.S. Bank. Member FDIC,
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