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The ritzy resort island of
Martha's Vineyard is a vacation
havenwhere the rich relax atthe
famous Inkwell Beach and,
where in 1976, 16-year-old Afri-
can American Drew Tate (LAR-
ENZ TATE) is about to spend a
sizzling summer holiday that puts
a new spin on fun in the sun in
Touchstone Pictures’ coming-of-
age comedy/drama “The Ink-
well.”

A shy teenager, with no ex-
perience and little interest in the
opposite sex, Drew is just trying
to get through puberty without a
fuss. Tohis Mom's (SUZZANNE
DOUGLAS) dismay, however,
he seems different from other
boys his age. His militant, ex-
Black Panther father (JOE
MORTON)isinapanic because
Drew hasn't discovered his
“‘manhood.” Concemed about
theirson’s behavior, and hoping
a change of scene will have a
positive influence, they drag
Drew off to spend two weeks

with their wealthy, if not snooty,
relatives.

Unavoidably drawn into the
social scene on theisland, Drew
begins to express feelings he
never knew existed. With the
help of the beautiful and bold
Lauren Kelly (JADA PINKETT)
he also finds he’s not quite as
confused and awkward around
girls as everyone believes.

A Touchstone Pictures pres-
entation, “The Inkwell"is directed
by Matty Rich from a screenplay
written by Tom Ricostronza and
Paris Qualles. The producers
are Irving Azoff and Guy Riedel.
Executive producer is Jon
Jashni. Buena Vista Pictures
distributes.

Principal photography on
“The Inkwell” began July 6, 1993
in North Carolina and continued
through August in the communi-
ties of Wilmington, historic Fort
Fisher, Rocky Point, Surf City,
Southport and Swanboro. Each

of these locales served to repre-
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SUMMER SIZZLES IN “THE INKWELL"

sent sites on the famous New
England resortisland of Martha's
Vineyard, circa 1976, where “The
Inkwell” takes place.

The origins of the production
can be traced to producers Irv-
ing Azoff and Guy Riedel, who
discoveredthe original scriptand
brought it to the attention of
acclaimed filmmaker Matty Rich.
“Whenwe at Giant Pictures read
the scriptwe immediately recog-
nizedthatthis projectwas some-
thing different,” Azoff says. “It
didn't incorporate the exploitive
elements thatwe've seeninalot
of movies about African-Ameri-
cans. This movie hinges on
family interaction, family conflict,
family humorand budding sexu-
ality.”

“Although there are aspects
of the story that are more spe-
cific to the African American
comrunity, the message and

(See The Inkwell, Page 17)

CHARLES BROWN

The City of Las Vegas Cul-
tural and Community Affairs
Division presents rhythm and
blues artist Charles Brown in
Concert at the Charleston
Heights Arts Center, 800 S.
Brush, on Saturday, May 14 at8

LEFT: Award winning filmmaker Matty Rich directs his newest feature, Touchstone Pictures’
coming-of-age comedy/drama. “The Inkwell.” RIGHT The acclaimed ensemble cast of “The
Inkwell” includes (top row, left to right) Morris Chestnut, Adrienne-Joi Johnson, Perry Moore,
Mary Alice and Glynn Turman, MIDDLE ROW: Joe Morton, Suzzanne Douglas, Larenz Tate,
director Matty Rich, Jada Pinkett and Vanessa Bell Calloway. BOTTOM ROW: Marcus Redmond
and Duane Martin. A Touchstone Pictures presentation. “The Inkwell” is directed by Matty Rich
froma screenplay written by Tom Ricostronza and Paris Qualles. The producers are Irving Azoff
and Guy Riedel. Executive producer is Jon Jashni. Buena Vista Pictures distributes.

R&B ARTIST CHARLES BROWN IN CONCERT

Brown was a #1 thythm and
blues hitmaker early in his ca-
reer, a primary influence on
everyone from Ray Charles to
Sam Cooke, and the author of
two perennial Christmas songs,
“Please Come Home for Christ-
mas” and “Merry Christmas
Baby.”

His 1990 album, “All My Life,”
on the Bullseye Blueslabel, has
sparked renewed interestin this
musical legend. The album
featuresa duetwith Bonnie Raitt,
“Someone to Love.”

Early in his career Brown
penned, and sang, the number
one rhythmandblues hit, “Driftin’
Blues." Many hits followed, all
characterized by a sophisticated
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blues approach, .Charles’ dis-
tinctive singing style and ele-
gant piano playing. In the mid
eighties many people began
seekingoutthe originatorof such
early R&B classics as “Dnftin’
Blues," “Trouble Blues,” and
*Hard Times." Long time fan
Bonnie Raitt topped off Charles'
return to the limelight by asking
him to join her for her 1990 Four
Grammy Tour.

Mr. Brown, like his music,
has endured the test of time and
continues today to tour and in-
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spire fellow musicians and audi-
encesalike. Inthe words of Nick
Tosches of the Village Voice:
“Brown’s music stands out as
much today, glimmers and se-
duces and thrills as much today,
asitdid 40 yearsagoand more.”

Tickets are $8 for adults and
$6 for students, seniors and
persons with disabilities. For
information call 229-6383.

This program is funded, in
part, bythe Nevada State Coun-
cil on the Arts, a state agency,

and supported by KUNV radio.
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