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'NAACP AND U.S. BANK ANNOUNCE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT RESOIIRCE CENTER IN LAS VEGAS

LAS VEGAS, Nev. — The National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)andU.S. Bank
of Nevadahave formed a partnershipto
establish the West's first NAACP
Community Development Resource
Center(CDRC)inNevada. The CORC,
to be locatedin Las Vegas, is designed
to promote community development
lending and to facilitate access to credit
within the state's low and moderate
income communities. The CDRC will
be fully funded by U.S. Bank for an
initial period of three years.

The two primary goals of the CDRC
are education and financial advocacy,
for both consumers and businesses,
through needs assessment and direct
community interaction.

On hand to witness and sign the partnership between the NAACP and U.S. Bank of
Nevada for the Community Development Resource Center are, (L-R), Fred Rasheed,
NAACP Director, Economic Development Program; Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Jr., NAACP
Executive Director; Peter Landls, President/CEQ, U.S. Bank of Nevada; Frank
Hawkins, Las Vegas City Councilman; and Dr. William Gibson, NAACP Chairman,
Photo by Savoy/LVS-Voice

MARTIN LUTHER KING Il 140 resore criman . i

TO SPEAK AT LUNCHEON

The son of famous civil rights leader Martin
Luther King, Jr., Martin Luther King 1, will be the
featured speaker at a special scholarship awards
luncheon to acknowledge local 1994 scholarship

award winners.

The event, sponsored by the Martin Luther King
Committee of Las Vegas, will take place on Satur-
day, April 30 at noon at the historic Moulin Rouge,
900 W. Bonanza Road. The event will honor 10.
Clark county students with $1,000 scholarships.

liam F. Gibson, along with NAACP Ex-
ecutive Director, Dr. BenjaminF. Chavis,
Jr., werein Las Vegas last Friday, April
15 to announce the CDRC's opening.

(See Resource Center, Page 11)
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By Victor S. Tatum
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County Fire Department twenty-one
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BLACK FIREFIGHTERS WIN LEGAL DECISION
AGAINST CLARK COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

- Scott.
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It would takenearrymyearsand
wersswoouinhgalleasiora
positive reply from the courts. Alle-
gations of overt racial halassment._-
and job discrimination were pre-
sented. Scoft says the depariment
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AIDS IN THE COMMUNITY
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unofficial home of the Las Vegas effort
tocombatthe AIDSvirus. Patients battle
aids related complications, enduring
suffering beyond passionate levels.
Chronic weight loss associated with
weakness and toxicity from an assort-
ment of medications makes forunbear-
able final-days as patients await the
grimm outcome of the disease. “It be-
comes very sad when a patient asks
youif he's going to die, and you have to
tell him yes,” says one hospital staffer.

The AIDS virus has received its
share of worldwide coverage for its
devastating affects on society. The
presence in the African American
community, however, has been under-
played for various reasons. One, the
propensity of African Americans affiicted
with the disease fall into categories of
[Vdrugabusers, prostitutes, orvagrants.
These people are oftentimes typified as
human waste; therefore, society has

{Sooﬂﬂbﬂmvn, Page n; "

givenlittle attention totheir plight. AIDS,

as adisease, has been allowed to virtu-

ally exist without any connotative face
placed upon it.

This reality changed when super-
starathlete Earvin “Magic” Johnsonan-
nounced he was HIV positive in Octo-
ber of 1991. Previously regarded as an
exclusively white, gay disease, AIDS
hit home for an African American com-
munity stunned with the prospect of
losing one of its most cherished heroes
to the disease. Known for his fearless
assault against 7-foot plus centers
during hisglorydaysinthe NBA, Magic's
smile would be no more. He somberly
announced during a worldwide press
conference that he tested positive for
the deadlyvirus. “The effectwas almost
immediate,” says Lionel Starks, the
Clark County Health Department'sAIDS
outreach coordinator.

Starks performsvarious educational
seminars and provides counseling for
families of those afflicted with the dis-
ease, He noted the incredible response
the county healthdistrict received when

HOW WERE LOSING GROUND
1 IN THE BATTLE AGAINST AIDS

AIDS cases
by geographlcal
region
1992

estimate:
1.7 million

Africa 69%
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Us. 16%

Americas (excluding the U.S) Other
9%

Reported U.S. AIDS
cases by type
of transmission

Intravenous drug use 23% ~

Homosexual sex and
drug use combined 6% ——
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Magic made his momentous announce-
ment. “We saw AIDS testing go up over
50%,” says Starks. Magic would tell all
in an autobiography about his incred-
ible sexual exploits. He would talk of
orgies and limitless sexual fantasies.
His partners were immeasurable and
he couldn't begin to isolate the disease
toanindividual pariner. Johnson would
admit he had a woman in every city and

(See AIDS, Page 21)




