ETHNICALLY CORRECT
DOLLS AND TOYS FOR
LAS VEGAS SHOPPERS

Imagine a mother's distress.
Her 3-year old son, looking at a
“He-Man" action doll, an-
nounces, “| guess I'll never be
able to be a super hero.” The
mother asks why. Her son's
reply: “Because all the super
hero dolls are white."

That very scenario became
the foundation foraline of today’s
hottest collectibles — Ethnically
Correct dolls and toys made by
black toy manufacturers — as
well as the basis of a local small
business, ETHNICALLY COR-
RECT COLLECTION, that

o.,'l¢

A MCAW.
COMMUNICATIONS
COMPANY

VEGAS IMSTAMT PAGE

3763 HOWARD HUGHES PKWY, STE. 100

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109
(702) 892-1200

The LAS VEGAS SENTINEL-VOICE

December 9, 1993

sl »
» . >
HHO i ey e R
th my hair. . Lecomes political. %Jt%:r& like
Oll hhng lagleié%bwlr % ;ﬁlegood \feelproud ‘QJOU e K ot
' ™ s N0 ‘@ISP,
n%edce &Pﬁ.‘“ Or Straight . . ppu uerlg ne
‘o e BN el
0 (11 [\]
/ )
Aol 1 S ' Q i
0 0 (4] _' mﬂ_ = oo ﬁ o
il W\em :
I 'f\ - [
& 7 7 g N S
; e R T :f ¢

searches for and sells products
made by the ethnic groups they
represent.

OLMEC TOYS, today’s larg-
est black toy manufacturer, was
started nearly ten years ago in
New York City by that young
black mother, Yla Eason. Her
first product was “Sun'Man," the
worlds Greatest Superhero who
gets his magic powers from the
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melanin in his skin, the pigment
which also makes him brown.
And, as a child's positive role-
model hero was bom — out of
necessity and love — a new
collectible found it's way to the
American public. The accep-
tance an success of “Sun Man”
led to a complete line of pre-
school (L.eaming Kids") andteen
toys (‘Hip Hop Kids"), and the
fashionable “Imani”. Everybody
knows the Barbie doll, a collect-
ible in i's own right, but when
Mattel, the Caucasian manufac-
turers of the famous beauty,
added abrown-bodied doll toit’'s
“family”, they merely created a
Barbie of a different color. Ol-
mec responded with the crea-
tion of “Imani,” & black fashion
doll that, unlike Mattel’s issue,
was designed with ethnically

correct features. Her name is
Swahili for “faith”, and because
she changes wardrobes yearly,
Imaniis highly prized notonlyas
a child's toy, but also as a col-
lectible.

Locally, these dolls can be
found at Losee Road Antiques,
2270 Losee Road in North Las
Vegas, 798-7898/647-3800, 7
daysaweek from 10-to-5, where
Jo Polk-Matthews’ “ETHNI-
CALLY CORRECT COLLEC-
TION" is lovingly arranged as
they await new homes.

In addition, Ms. Polk-
Mettews, a school psychologist,
has brought an exclusive line of
another black toy-
manufacturer’s products to Las
Vegas: “Willie Pearl” and “Mae
Ella” made by the William Ruth
Company. Before long, Willie

Peari and Mae Ella will be joined
by “Johnny”. Willie Pear, her
brother, Johnny, and her best
fiend Mae Ella, are based on
real people — depression era
ancestors of author, Michelle
Green, who has written a series
of books about them. In real life,
Willie Pear grew upand marned
Eddie Lee, one of the first black-
Americans to become a tnple-
rated pilotin the Amny Air Carps.
The book, Willie Pearl, available
at Losee Road Antiques, was
recognized nationally in 1990
with a Newbermry Award nomina-
tion and an American Library
Association nomination. It has
been adopted as core curricu-
lumin the Compton (CA) Unified
School District and has been
approved for classroom use in
(See Ethnically Correct, Pg 26)

CANCER TREATMENTS WORK
BETTER THAN EVER. THEY
JUST DON'T WORK FROM

30 MILES AWAY.

Through the American Cancer _
Society’s Road to Recovery e
program, you can
volunteer to drive a
cancer patienttoand &
from treatment.

For more

information, please call
your American Cancer Society at
1-800-ACS-2345. Call today.
And help bring a cancer patient
closer to a cure.




