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NEW DANCEPROGRAM TO
BE OFFERED AT THE CCSN

Some very talented professional dancers and choreographers
fromthe Las Vegas area have beenrecruited asinstructors foranew
dance program offered by The Community College of Southem
Nevada Fine Arts Depariment.

The CCSN'’s new dance program will offer classes varying from
beginning jazz to ballroom toballet. The courses, available atall skill
levels, will be transferable;e to four-year institutions in Nevada and
elsewhere.

The new dance facility and state of the art theater will add to the
enjoyment of rehearsals and performances, according to CCSN
Fine Arts Department Chair, Dr. Tom Ferguson.

Donna Medrano, winner of numerous ball room championship
titles, will be the new CCSN ballroom dance instructor. Medrano has
performed professionally with such noted artists as Debbie Rey-
nolds and Juliet Prowse.

Former member of the June Taylor Dancers, Jacque Jaeger will
instruct tap dance for the college. Jaeger choreographed and co-
directed Closer Than Ever, which was performed at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C.

Teaching Jazz for The CCSN will be Donna Washington, who
has choreographed shows in Japan and Europe as well as having
danced professionally at some of the major Las Vegas hotels.

Also teaching Jazz, will be Las Vegas native, Pamela Denise
Noble, who studied Musical Theater Dance at United States Inter-
national University and has been a member of the teaching staff at
Simba Talent Development Center in Las Vegas.

Garold Gardner, who has previously directed and choreographed
CCSN productions, will instruct ballet at the college. Gardner is a
principal ballet teacher for Dance Educators and has danced in
several Broadway musicals.

Early registration for all classes being offered for the spring
semesterat The Community College of Southem Nevada begins on
December 15, 1993. For more information about the dance pro-
gram, contact Dr. Tom Felguson at 643-6060 ext. 427.
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READING AT HOME

pendence and maturity. And they
must be motivated to leam to

read. Children developthis read-
ing readiness at different rates
justas theyleam totalk and walk
at different ages.

Readingis first and foremost
a form of communication. When
leaming to talk, children develop
the concept that words commu-
nicate thoughts, emotions, and
needs. When leaming to read,
they develop the concept that
words can be communicated
visually as well as orally. Inorder
that the printed words will have
meaning for them, children must
have a solid foundation in lan-
guage. Mastering spoken lan-
guage is a key step toward
mastering writtenlanguage. The
more experiences childrenhave,
the more they are talked and
listened to, the more stimulation
they receive — the more they
will be ready to read. Parents
can help their children develop
the needed foundation in lan-
guage by talking with them and
listening to them.

* Talk with your child while
doing things together; folding
laundry, drivingin the car, cook-
ing.

* Ask your child to sequence
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the events of the day atdinneror
at bedtime.

* Discuss what you've seen
on TVorread together. Ask ques-
tions: Who was your favorite
character? Why? What would
you have done? What do you
think will happen next?

* Repeat favorite nursery
rhymes and stories. If your child
hasmemorized them, listenwhile
the child tells them to you.

* Encourage questions and
try to answer them.

Readiness to read requires a
certainamount ofindependence
and maturity because it implies
the ability to explore on one's
own. Children need help and
guidance to achieve independ-
ence. Successful reading re-
quires that children determine
words bythemselves ratherthan
rely on an adult. Readiness to
read also requires a willingness
on the child's part to take risks,
since mistakes are an unavoid-
able part of the leaming proc-
ess. The child must be willing to
make a mistake and continue.
Thus, leaming to read is hard
work and children need all the
emotional support they can get.

* Correct sparingly. Be care-
ful not to produce anxiety that
will threaten the child's willing-
ness to take risks.

* Let your children know it's
all right to move at their own
pace, that they won't be com-
pared to each other.

* Give your children respon-
sibilities at home. This will help
prepare them to take responsi-

bility for their reading.

Learning to read is much like
leaming any other skill. It re-
quires a combination of instruc-
tion, experimentation, and prac-
tice. But the first step must be
motivation. The child must want
to leam to read. Parents can
encourage their children to read
by demonstrating that they think
readingisimportant. Parentscan
help their children discover the
benefits of reading: new ideas,
relaxation, adventure, fun.

* Buy as many children's
books as you can afford.

* Give books as gifts.

* Visit the library regularly.

* Allow your children to
choose their own books. Make
sure they see you reading news-
papers, magazines, and books.

* Set up a special place for
reading.

* Encourage older children
to read to younger children.

* Surround your child with
words; point out street signs;
label objects in the house such
as table, desk and stove.

* Play word games like
Scrabble, Anagrams, and AdLib.

* Watch educational TV pro-
grams together. Some of these
programs stress reading devel-
opment.

* Ask your child, especially at
bedtime. Re-read favorite sto-
ries.

* Ask your child to read to

* Stress the things your chil-

dren do well in reading rather
than any mistakes they make.

Remember: Success breeds
SUCCess.

Parents often find it helpful to
talk with their child's teacher to
find out the approach of combi-
nation of approachesthe teacher
uses. In this way, they can sup-
port what is taught at school.

FESTIVAL OF CANDLES
CELEBRATION AT
DISTRICT LIBRARIES

Celebrate the December holi-
daysincluding Kwanzaa, Hanuk-
kah and Christmas! Enjoy sto-
ries, songs and a candlelighting
ceremony to honor each holi-
day. Open to family members of
allages. Childrenunder five must
be accompanied by a respon-
sible adult. Pre-registration is
required call yourlocal library to
Sign up.

Monday, December 13
Whitney Library (East Las
- Vegas Library), 7 p.m.
4060 S. Nellis Bivd.
435-2266.
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Tuesday, December 14
Las Vegas Library, 7 p.m.
833 Las Vegas Bivd. N.
382- 2003
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Wednesday, December 15
W. CharlestonLibrary, 6:30p.m.
- 6301 W. Charleston Bivd.

: 878-2606.
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Saturday, December 18
West Las Vegas Library, 2 p.m.

951 W. Lake Mead Bivd.

- 647-2118.
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He’s not a

firefighter—
he’s a teacher. But to the

kids he’s reached, he’s a hero.

BE A TEACHER. BE A HERO.
Call 1-800-45-TEACH.

Ivan Neal has put out
a lot of fires.
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