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The Tar Heels are a good bet to add to their
streaksof 23 straight 20-win seasons, 19 consecu-
tiveNCAATournamentappearancesand13straight
tps to the Sweet 16. Although Dean Smith’s
second NCAA championship took 11 years to ac-
complish, after winning his first in 1982, his third
looks right around the comer. Smith retums four
starters for the 1993-94 campaign, including All-
American candidate Eric Montross. Senior guard
Derrick Phelps, senior forward Brian Reese and
junior guard Donald Williams are Smith’s other top
retumees. Smith should enjoy, arguably, the top
freshmaninthisyear'scrop, JerryStackhouse. The
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keytoNorthCarolina’sdefenseoftheirnationaltitle,
willbereplacingthe9.6 rebounds pergame George
Lynch, now a member of the Los Angeles Lakers,
snatchedofftheboards,andalso Phelps'tenacious
defense. The Tar Heels will need to utilize their
experienceandconfidence theymaintain,andgain
momentumn for the Atlantic Coast Conference
season.
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21 points pergameand8.4 rebounds pergame.
ThatisallthatKentuckyHeadcoachRick Pitinohas
to worry about replacing, as he and the Wildcats
begin their quest to Minneapolis, site of the 1994
Final Four. The Wildcatsfiguretomissthe powerful

CALSTATEFULLERTOM...Nolonger
arokie head coach, Brad Halland will look
to improve on last season’s 15-12 record,
but 1o do that, he must replace al five
starters. The Titans will be without guard
Don Leary, who was ruled academically in-
sligible. Leary poured in 13.4 pants per
gamelast season. Guard Greg Vemonand
forward Todd Satalowichworked well oiffhe
bench last season, Vemen is a Swee-year
letterman who averaged 10.2 minutes per
gamelasiseason. DamenLiteand Winsion
Peterson are twokey Junjor College trans-
fers whoHoland expecisbigthings fromthis
season. James French, who redshirtediast
year after transterfing from Washington, is
expected to un the Titans offense.

LONG BEACH STATE. .. .The 46ers
will look 1o make the NCAA loumament for
the second straight year as coach Seth
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last season’s 22-10 squad. The BigWaest's
al-ime scoring leader, Lucious Haris, Is
goneandsoishis23, 1scodngaverage. The
4%ers will have a talented backcour in
retuming starter od Hannibal, who aver-
aged 11.0 points per gamein 1993, and et
Rogers, who started 30 games last year. In
the frontcourt, a pair of 6-7 forwards, Ter-
rance O'Kelly and Mike Atkinson, wil be
cafledontorepiace BryonRussell andChiis
Tower. Greenburp likes the deph of his

four starters when they launch defense
of thelr crown; however, the Aggies have
reloadedwithsome talerted JuniorCollege
transfers. Heading the list of retumees for
coach Nell McCarthy is center James
Dockery, akeyfigureiniastyear's26-8dub.
Jaining Dockery is 11-game starter Danin
Jackson, a -8 forward. One of the top point
guards in Calffomia JCs last season was
Dwain Bradbery, who is expacted o re-
piace Sam Crawford, the leader in

Inthenafioniastseason, TheAggles'scoring
punchmay come from another JC transfer.
Rodney Walker poured In 25.7 paints per
game last season at Glen Oaks CC. The
Aggies made their fourth straight trip to the

NCAA toumey last yeer, advancing to the second
round.

SAN JOSE STATE. . .Fifth-year coach Stan
Morrison has mason to be optimisticthis season,
ashe retums hree starters and welcomesback top
redshil. The reluming starters include forward
JasonAllen, 8.5ppg, guardLossieMilchel,8. 1ppg,
and guard Javier Zavala, 7.5 ppg. Temy Cannon,
a5-11 guard, relums afler redshirting last season
because of a knee Injury. Cannon was the Spar-
tans' leading scorerin 1991 and 1002, averaging
126 and 14 points . The Spartans
Inside tandem could be 6-0 center Mike Brother-
1on and 6-8 forward Andrew Gandiner, With the
Brotherton and Gardiner landem, the Sparians
cauld boast one of the strongest inside duos in the
league.
UC URVINE. . An experienced group of
playersrelumiorRodBaker'sthirdysaratthehelm
at UC. Heading the fist is guard Lioyd Mumford.
An Ali-Big West candidate, Mumford averaged
13.8 paints per game last season. Baker will look
toAl-Big West Freshman selection, Shaun Batfle,
6-6, to provide the strength inside along with 6-10
Dee Boyer and 6-7 LaDay Smith. Bakerasusual,
landed some new talent for UCI by signing 6-7

UCSANTABARBARA. . Head coachJonry

Pimm welcomes back one of the biggest squads

he has ever coached at Santa Barbara. UCSB
firishad 18-11 and 10-8 in the Big Westlast year.
On he inside, Pimm welcomes back Big West
Freshman of Year Kyle Miling, a 6-8 forward who
playedinall 20 games last season, and thes-year
letterman Duane Carter, a6-8 forward. Also vying
fortime in the frontcourt will be 8-11 redshint fresh-
man Rob Aamaker. A pair of sophomores, Chiis
Ford and Phillip Tumer, should play significant
roles in the backcourt, but ey will be pushed by
apairolstrong shooting JC transfers, Wayne Butt
and Clayton Madden. Butts averaged 16 paints a
game last season at Central Florida JC, induding
44 percent from the 3point line. Madden will
compete with Tumerto rin the offense.
NEVADA. . .Opening It's second season in
the Big West, Nevada comes Info the 196304
campaign with anew coach, Pat Foster, who was
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uredawayfrom Houslon. Fosteraveraged 22
wins with the Cougars over the last four sea-
sons. With Foster comes five JC transfars.
Angel Castiblangue, a7-0centerirom Madrd,
Spain, was headed for Houston but followed
Foster to Reno. The Wolf Pack could have a
starting frontiine of Castiblanque and rebum-
ees Kirk Davidson, 6-10, and6-9 Jemy Saber.
However, Foster signed heawily recruited
Jimmy Moore from Dixde JC 1o push for a
starfing berth. Moore averaged 20.4 paints
and@ Grebounds|astseason. Fosterwillhave
tomald a backeourt Irom JC transters Eathan
O'Bryant, Marcus iverson and Preston
Jotnison, Jemy Hogen started six games for
Nevada at guard last season,

PACIFIC. . Padific notched it's best
seasonin 14years, finishingwitha16-12team.
Coach Bob Thomasaon welcomes back three
starters of his top four reserves from last
season's 16-11 squad. The Tigers finished
third in the conference with a 12-6 mcord and
are gunning forapostseason berth forthe first
fmesince 1979, GuaniChares Terrall, a 1993
All-Big West honorable mention pick, heads
e list of mlumees. Terrell averaged 10.3
points and 3.6 assists per game. Glenn Giiffin

retums and may open at center. Griffin, 6-8,

215, scored 11.3paints per game |ast year. In
‘addtion, Michael Jackson started 18 games
andaveraged?.2points fromhis forward spol.
Ben Rishwain was the sixth man a year ago
ardiseyeing he starting role opposite Terrell.

UTAH STATE. . .Ulsh State weicomes
a new skipper o Logan, Lamy Eustachy,
formery of idaho. Eustachy led the Vandals
fothe Big Sky Conference regularseason title
lastyear, For Eustachy to equal that success
n the Big West, 7-0 center Nathan Wickizer
wil have 1o be on the floor. Wickizer led the
canference in personal ouls with 115, butthe
lanky junior scomd 12.3 ppg. and grabbed
more than 6 pg. Nathan maybe joined by his
&-8brother, Jon, whoprovidedsome spark for
the Aggies off e bendirin-1983; Eustachy
may have just e guy to get he ball info the
big guys. Roddie Andersan, the 93 Cal JC
Player of the Year, is expected to-guide the
Aggieoffense. Seniors Trent Rose and Junsie
Catton will compate for time on the backcourt.
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play of Jamal Mashbum, now a member of the
Dallas Mavericks, and the defensive play of Dale
Brown, but are talking about being alot better than
lastyear. Yes, better!!! Pitino sees his squad being
“much, much stronger” inside. He will also be
attacking from the three-point area. Point guard
TravisFordwillheadthe aerial attack fromtreyland.
His52.9percentaccuracylastseasonrankedfourth
nationally. The Wildcats'erraticdefensive style will
resultinmany tumovers by theiropponents. Pitino
demands relentless pressure, and will comeatyou
from full-court to three-quarters court to half-court,
just depending on the situation. Sophomore for-
ward Jared Prickettand seniorcenter Rodney Dent
will figurein Pitino's strategy much of the time also.
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2. ARKANSAS

Head Coach Nolan Richardson should be
extremelyhappywithhisrecruitingefforts,insearch
of some big men. 611" forward/center Damell
Robinsonand6'11* centerLee Wilsonwillbeanice
addition to a squad that retums 10 lettermen.
Swingman Scotty Thurman will be the driving force
for this team, and will keep the Razorbacks’ moti-
vation level up. Thurmman and Corliss Williamson,
a67" forward that averaged 14.6 ppg. as a fresh-
man,willbelookeduponastheGo-ToGuysinclutch
situations. As far as the backcourt is concemed,
the SECwon'tfind any betterthan the Hogs, which
is why they are able to run and press so much. If
Richardson can develop his bench into a fine
supporting cast, the Razorbacks should be alright.
With the addition of Robinsonand Wilson, William-
son should be able to create a 12-15 foot jumper,
which could be automatic by March.
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Just when you thought Denny Crum and his
traditionally tough Cardinals would begin to fall
further out of perennial status - He's Baaaack!!l
Crumwill be leaning towards a frontcourt that may
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beabletoplaywithjustaboutanyteaminthenation.
The thing Crumis going to have to hope for, is that
6'9" center Clifford Rozier is able to drop his
lackadaisical tendencies. Swingmen Greg Minor
and Dwayne Morton, the NCAA's third-most accu-
rate three-point shooter last year, will frequently
swing into the backcourt. Louisville’s backcourtis
the area that will be crucial. The transfer of Keith
LeGree, leaves a void for 6' foot guard Dejuan
Wheattofill. Jason Osbome, also a newcomer to
the Cardinals, alongwithWheatcouldbothbecome
excellent defenders. If they can hone their athlet-
cism and quickness and produce eary on, it may
bright for Louisville. Watch out for the surging
Cards, regardless of their November 27 loss to
Kentucky 78-70. Thisisateamthatwill leam more
every game, and accumulate the W's,
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5. CALIFORNIA

This could be a premature gesture for the
Golden Bears, but they do boast the most creative
pointguardinthenationinJasonKidd. HeadCoach
Todd Bozeman has recruited Cal into one of the
most exciting teams onthe West Coastandhasan
extremely gifted nucleus with Kidd, Lamond Mur-
ray,AlfredGrigsby, Monty BuckleyandK.J.Roberts.
Gngsbyhasthetalenttoturnintoanimmediate star,
as does Murray, but must overcome inconsistent
periods during the season. Murmray, whom Boze-
man feels s “the mosttalented playeronthe team,”
led the team in scoring last year and can be a
menace inside or outside. Murray can tum iton at
anytime and will have to get it going through
December, just in time for league play. The Bears
open with Washington State, a team that could be
the Pac-10 sleeper this season. The biggest key
for the Bears will be just to remain calm and play
their game. With no personality conflicts, erratic
playwill not become a concem, and Cal could have
anundefeatedPac-10clashwithArizonaonJanuary
13.
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