e —— e e

—— e

November 25, 1993

A COMMON BOND

The lack of a commonly ac-
cepted standard today for what
constitutes being Blackis wreak-
ing havoc onthe psyche of many
African-Americans, making it
more difficult than ever for us to
come to terms with, much less
define, our own Blackness.

In spite of the fact thatwe are
rapidly becoming diverse, com-
mon stereotypes persist. Inthe
pastitwas easiertorelatetoone
another because we as Black
people came from pretty much
the same common experiences
and background. Today, that
has drastically changed.

We're now more economi-
cally diverse than we've ever

_been in this nation’s history. In

1990, almost 30 percentof Black
families in the U.S. earned
$35,000 or more while 11.5
percent made $5,000 or less.
The Black middle class is
growing, but so is the Black
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underclass—by alarming pro-
portions. The results is a growth
pattemofextremes. The “haves”
and the “have nots" among our
race are in danger of being di-
vided into distinctly separate
groups with little in common.

Who's to say whether that's
good or bad? On one hand it
means you can no longer take
us for granted when we are so
culturally, economically and
socially diverse. Another view,
though, is that such a split will
lessen our collective clout.

An often negative view of
upwardly mobile Blacks is that
they tend to throw off their Black
identity in order to take on the
corporate identity which was
responsible for elevating them
into middle class society.

The Black underclass gets
its share of unfair criticism too.

The plus side of this issue is
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THE 22 BILLION DOLLAR BOONDOGGLE

By James S. Tate, Jr., M.D.,
Chairperson, NAARPR
Wild Bill Clinton recently an-

nounced that he was asking Con-
gress for 22 billion dollars for a
“Crimes Bill,” which would basi-
cally mandate at least 100,000
more police officers onthe street,
add more jails and prisons, etc.
While the Clinton administration
may be naive or out right stupid
enough to think that people are
going to buy the notion that this
is something new, when it really
isn't. In reality this is the same
SB1 or more appropriate (SOB
1) that Teddy Kennedy intro-
duced 15 years ago and it was
roundly defeated. It would have
virtually tumed the United States
into a quasi fascist police state
that was reminiscent of Nazi
Gemnany. Itis also, interestingly
enough, not materially different
fromwhathis late brother Robert
Kennedy had introduced sev-
eral years before. In that case it
was known as the King Albert
plan. For those who are real
students of history, you will re-
call that the King Albert plan,
whose existence was denied
right up to the Watergate Era
break in's when it was suddenly
discovered and then just as
rapidly re-buried so that no one
would know what was being

doesn'treallywanttosellcrack?
Hewants a Benz justlike Uncle
Sam. He wants to live the
American dream, working an
honest living, and taking care
of his family. he can't geta job,
why? The system knows he
will come up. He can't get a
business loan, why? The sys-

Because of his ragged clothes

and appearance, people can't
see that he is really an artist, or
educator, or business tycoon;
just covered with the shell of
oppresszon For conhnumg to
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planned. In reality, whatthe King
Albertplan proposed was a basic
tuming of all of the ghetto'sin the
United States into military held
concentration camps. Among
other things it consisted of the
rounding up and controlling of
persons within the community
that the U.S. govemment felt
would be able to exert influence
on Africans in this country in
otherwords, preachers, lawyers
anddoctors. | am not sure thatat
this point whether a re-evalu-
ation by the govemment might
still find that those three have
any influence in the African
community. In looking at what is
going on today | tend to feel that
their influence is probably nil.
But that, as you may recall, is a
wholeotherstory. Inthisinstance
the fact that the announced
contender for the throne of gov-
emor has in essence approved
and agreed with this 22 billion
dollar boondoggle means the
African, Hispanic, and poorwhite
community in Southem Nevada
need tolet her know that we feel
that this is inappropnate. The

crime rate in this country will
decrease when the unemploy-
mentrate decreases. Aslong as
people do not have jobs, no
matter how many police thatare
puton the street, itis notgoing to
stop crime.

As | have said before the
criminals and the cops are the
same people. Sounless youplan
to go around and find all the
criminals youcanand make them
cops, it ain’'t gonna work. What
we need in this country is not a
bill that would increase the
numbers of people who are in-
carcerated. The United States
already has the highest incar-
ceration rate per capita of any
country; ANY COUNTRY in the
world, including South Africaand
the former Soviet Union. In fact,
the Soviet Union never even
came close to what this country
has.

What we need is a bill that
will create jobs for people not
short term, do nothing, worth-
less activities such as the Clin-
ton administration has recom-
mended in the past. We need
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jobs that have a future and a
decent wage and give people
hope for the future. Jobs that
have a future, not just for today
but tomorrow. Jobs that people
know that their children can fill
and will be available for their
offspring in addition to them-
selves. Without that no number
of gun happy cops on the street
is going to curtail what is defined
as crime, but what in reality is
more accurately defined as sur-
vival. There also must be a jus-
tice system. A system that in-
creases the sentences 10 times
for posession of one type of
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JIM MARSH FACTORY OUTLET

Jim Marsh with
Daughter Stacy

12570 . EASTERN
457-8033
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DESERT INN AVE.
PARTS & SERVICE:
M-F 7:00 am lo 5:30 pm
Sal. 8:00 am lo NOON

1993 MAZDA
PICKUP

#P3521

1993 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE 4X4 LAREDO

ing; Am/Fm Cassetie, Power Windows; Rool Radc Power Lodks; Custom
Wheels; Aluminum Wheels; 6-Cylinder Engine; Towing Package

59 988

1993 VOLVO
850 GTAS

Automatic; Power Locks; Alr Condltioning; Cruise :
Control; Moon Rool; Am/Fm Cassette; ABS Brakes; |
Touring Package; Power Seats; And Much More |

526 988

#5083

#9047

BASE PRICE, AFTER REBATE, PLUS TAX, DOC. FEE, FREIGHT AND OPTIONS




