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When the Black Coaches As-
sociation headed by Rudy
Washington, the head men'’s
basketball coach at Drake Uni-
versity, agreed to boycott an
October college basketball
coach'’s issue forum, the mes-
sagewas clear. Washington said

that he and his colleagues were
tired of talking.

The BCA, which has over
3,000 members, including
Georgetown's John Thompson,
Arkansas' Nolan Richardsonand
Southem Califomia’s (USC's)
George Raveling made itknown
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that this was only the first of
several actions the association
was planning to draw attention
to i's concems over discrimina-
tory practices that affect athletes
and coaches.

“Quite frankly, I've been in
this system for 20 years and
nothing has changed. Therefore,
we have to go outside what has
been traditional for us to try to
get results,” Washington said.

Along with this action, re-
cently Northeastem University's
Center for the Study of Sport in
Society in Boston noted that the
U.S. sports industry is a racist
$90 billion industry that system-
atically excludes African Ameri-
cans. More than half of the $90
billion plus in profits collected
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annually comes from the sports
apparel industry.

Richard Lapchick, executive
director of the center, said the
seduction of African American
athletes touting million dollar
contractsand grinningincesantly
before cameras represents a
“cruel illusion” in American soci-
ety.

Another example of the cruel
illusion of society is the case of
Marvin Cobb, former assistant
athletic directorat the University
of Southem Califomia. Cobb's
case first received national ex-
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posure in Sports lllustrated’s
August 1991 two part special on
“The Black Athlete.”

In mid-November, Cobb will
finallyhave hisdayincourtashe
sues the university fordamages
- defamation, wrongful termina-
tion and racial discrimination.

On one level Cobb appears
to be an excellent example of an
African American who thrived
both athletically and academi-
cally at college.

Cobb graduated from USC,
eamning a business degree in
1975 and played on four Trojan
teams that won national cham-
pionships - two in football and
two in baseball.

He later spent five seasons
as a defensive back for the Cin-
cinnati Bengals, and after work-
ing formore than fouryearsas a
marketing representative atIBM,
returned to USC in 1986 as an
assistant athletic director.

Among his duties at USC
were the counseling of student
athletes and the administering
of the drug education and test-
ing program. According to Cobb,
then athletic director Mike

McGee had promised thatwithin
two years Cobb would be pro-
moted to associate athletic di-
rector.

Two years after being hired,
Cobb was denied promotion.
According to Cobb, McGee re-
fused to discuss the reasons. A
week after Cobb’s lawsuit was
filed, a friend of Cobb’'s who
worked in the athletic depart-
ment handed him a memo ad-
dressed to McGee from another
USC coach and members of his
staff.

In the memo the coach of-
fered to frame Cobb on drug
charges,aremarkthatthecoach
later said was meant to be a
joke. Neither Cobb nor his attor-
ney, Samuel Reese, have taken
the memo or Mr. Cobb’s temi-
nation as a joke. Perhaps this is
a “cruel reality” that college ath-
letics now needs to face - big
time.

HILTON HIGHER EDUCA-
TION is designed to dialogue
with college and world readers.
Education is ongoing and cer-
tainly not limited to classroom
study. Let'stalk.(909) 899-0650.

STUDENTS TO PERFORM SERVICE PROJECTS
Students from our Clark County School District schools will
spend Thursday, October 28, performing service projects as part of
a new curriculum called Active Citizenship Today.
Seventh graders from John C. Fremont Middle School and third
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graders from John 8. Park Elementary School will participate in a
service leaming project at the Chester Stupak Community Center
and nearby park from 9 a.m. to1:30 p.m. that day. Students will plant
trees, paint graffiti-covered walls and pick up litter.

Meanwhile, seventh graders from R.O. Gibson Middle School
and students from Durango High School will assist youngsters at
University Medical Center's pediatric ward with pumpkin carving
and Halloween decorations. They will be at UMC from noonto 2 p.m.

The service leaming projects evolved from the ACT-Las Vegas
student conference held earier this fall in connection with the Active
Citizenship Today curriculum, which is being studied locally in
grades kindergarten through 12.

H. P. FITZGERALD SCHOOL

ELECTS OFFICERS FOR '93-94

The H.P. Fitzgerald Elemen-
tary School, the first school built
in the Westside in 27 years,
located at 2651 Revere Streetin
North Las Vegas, elected it's
PTSA officers for 1993-94 re-
cently.

Officers electedwere Dwylen
Spencer, president; Marzette

Lewis, 1stvice president; Candy
Glade, 2nd vice president; Patty
Rynes, 3rd vice president; Paula
Greene, 4th vice president;
Shirley Barber, 5th vice presi-
dent; Jean Boyd, 1st secretary;
Phyllis Smith, 2nd secretary;
Georgia Amos, treasurer; and
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ISCUSSION: MEN AND SEXUALITY: KCEP talk
ie Troutman moderales a panel discussion for
stion and answer session follows. Panel

BOARD MEETING: Las Vegas-Clark County Library
Board of Trustees meeting. Subjectto change. Check
ibraries or call 382-3493. Open 1o the public. 5:30

CHRISTMAS TREE OF HOPE 1993: Community youthgroups
tima tree for needy children. Local agencies provide names of




