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PARTII
.. By Dr. Manning Marable
In the 1980's, govemments
throughout Europe and North
America adopted a conserva-
tive model for economic devel-
_opment and social relations
within their societies. Repre-
sented by Ronald Reagan of the
‘U.S. and Margaret Thatcher of
‘England, the conservative model
of govemment advanced an
ideology of extrerne materialism,
individualism and the unveiled
exploitation of labor. It declared
that there was no implied or real
“social contract” between citi-
zens and the government.
People had no “natural right” to
benefits such as health care,
education, public assistance
during times of need, or shelter.
The conservative political
perspective viewed the govem-
ment as a collection agency for
fleecing working people, elimi-
nating civil rights and environ-
mental protection laws, giving
fewer and fewer social entitle-
ments which addressed human
needs. With the fall of Commu-
nism and the end of the Cold
War, this ideology of conserva-

tism has come to dominate poli-
tics throughout the world. Even
with the important defeat of the
Reagan-Bush administration
and the victory of Bill Clinton and
the Democrats last year, many
of the regressive social assump-
tions about the role of govem-
ment have remained. Clinton's
retreat from the Lani Guinier
nomination to the Justice De-
partment, his refusal toincrease
the minimumwage, his failure to
support working people by his
position favoring the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA), all indicate the
long-term impact of Reaganism
within both major parties.
Fortunately, there is a demo-
cratic opposition from below
which challenges the conserva-
tive politics, the racism, sexism
and class warfare inherent in
thatperspective. Therearemany
examples of anew level of resis-
tence and progressive change:
for example, Bemie Sanders'
independent poliical movement
in Vermont; the progressive
environmentalist movement in
dozens of communities, fighting
against environmental racism,

TO BE EQUAL

DOMESTIC DISARMAMENT

By John E. Jacob

I'm always amazed how
Americans outraged over inci-
dents like the attacks on U.S.
soldiersin Somalia can staycalm
aboutthe camage here athome.

More Americans are killed
by firearms each year than were
killed in the entire Korean War.
Every quarter of an hour, an-
other American dies of bullet
wounds.

And with increasing fre-
quency those Americans are
small children, caught in the
crossfire of drug gang shoot-
outs or shot by other children
who have access to weapons.

The same day last month
that a U.S. helicopter was shot
down in Somalia killing three
soldiers, four people, includinga
four year old, were shot and
killed within sight of the U.S.
Capitol.

This is a nation whose capi-
tol city, Washington, D.C., is
becoming the murder capitol of
the world; where an estimated
20 percent of schoolchildren
carry weapons, where over
15,000 people were killed by

firramms last year.

We are the best-armed
people in he world, but far from
the safest. Some 67 million
handguns circulate among the
population, and probably twice
that number of other firearms.

“We need guns forsafety,”is
the standard response of those
who oppose handgun bans or
other limitations on firearms.

But the opposite is true —
the mere presence of guns
makes us less safe.

A recent study published in
the New England Journal of
Medicine reports that people in
homes with guns were almost
three times more likely to expe-
rience homicide than people in
homes without guns.

Other studies have shown
that easy availability of gunsina
city results in higher homicide
rates.

Until now, passing restrictive
gun laws has been next to im-
possible. But the time may be
tuming.

New Jersey and Virginia
passed handgun control laws
this year and some states are

the dumping of toxic chemicals
in Latino, Black and working
class neighborhoods; the revi-
talized civil rights movement,
symbolized by the emergence
of the Reverend Ben Chavis as
new national secretary of the
NAACP, and-by the successful
March on Washington, D.C., held
this August. Whatis missingis a
comprehensive approach link-
ing all of these progressive lead-
ers, organizations and activities.
We need to build a powerful,
democratic political realignment,
based on a new progressive
social contract which empowers
the masses of American work-
ing people.

But such unity must go be-
yond an approach which simply
states what is “wrong” about our
system of govemment and the
economic system. ltisn'tenough
for us to declare what we are
against. We mustaffimwhatwe
are for. We must advocate an
affirnative, dynamic social vi-
sionof the kind of democracy we
need.

The place tobeginis to iden-
tify and to bring together all
groups which experience aliena-

also outlawing assault rifles,
commonly used by drug gangs.

And Congress is finally seri-
ously considering the so-called
“BradyBill," which wouldimpose
awaiting period for gun-buyers.
The bill may finally pass this
year after being smothered in
committee for years.

But those laws stop far short
ofthe domesticdisarmamentthat
is so urgently needed.

No one disputes the right of
people to use weapons in hunt-
ing or other sports, but since
when are assault rifles and
handguns sporting goods?

Proposals have ranged from
an outright ban on all sales of
guns to a national registration
program fir guns and their own-
ers.

Some people would outlaw
all gun imports and limit domes-
tic production. Others would
place high taxes on guns to
recoup some of the estimated
$1.5 billion in health care costs
associated with shootings.

Itwouldn'tsurprise metosee
some of those ideas tumed into
law before too long.

HE SEARCH FOR DEMOCRACY

tion, discrimination and oppres-
sion within our society: mem-
bers of trade unions; women;
gays and lesbian; the unem-
ployed, the homeless and people
on fixed incomes; people of color
— African-Americans, Latinos,
Asian-Americans and others;
and all Americans who do not
have a basic quality of life, such
as health insurance, quality
shelter, and education. Wemust
go beyond interest-group poli-
tics, whichlooks atsocial change
like a game of poker, in which
someone wins while the others
must lose.

We must get to know one
another, sharing our common
experiences, leamingacommon
language or political action and
social commitment. As Malcolm
X observed a generation ago,
we mustmove froma “civil rights”
struggle to a “human rights”
perspective, which has the power
to mobilize millions. It is only
through day-to-day struggles
and joint dialogue that we will
leam to transcend the barriers of
misunderstanding between
groups and political tendencies.
Progressive unity among the

URGENT

JOHN E. JACOB

Public disgust at the slaugh-
ter has become too great for
even well-heeled lobbies to
overcome. And as politicians
respond to their constituents'
demands for stricter gun laws,
theyare beginningtounderstand
that they can defy the gun lobby
and get away with it.

Polls indicate that a solid
majority of Americans, including
gun owners, back stricter con-
trols of guns.

It's time to stop the violence
and it is clear that the way to
regain control of our streets is to
get control of the guns that are
tuming our neighborhoods into
war zones.

broadest social forces in Amer-
ica can be constructed only at
the grassroots level, in thou-
sands of union halls, women's
centers, churches and schools.
It isn't enough to complain
about politicians and the sys-
tem. The power to achieve
change is already in our hands.
The nextmovementforadeeper
and more meaningful democ-
racy requires us to go beyond
the limits of our imagination.
Dr. Manning Marable is Pro-

Editor,

| applaud you for providing a
‘oice” for the Blacks of our
community. You do an honor-
able service toall people by pub-
lishing this paper. | believe ev-
eryone benefits from trying to
understand “the other side,” and
this is precisely why | read the
Sentinel-Voice.

| doubt that you will print this
letter because | am White, and
your publication does not seem
to be receptive to altemative
options. This is slightly racist,
but | will restrain the accusation
due to the great need for the
Black community to unite. But
why must hatred be the motivat-
ing emotion?

Your paper maintains an
“anti-everything White" and “pro-
everything Black™ attitude inmost
of it's articles. This, of course, is
a childish retaliation against
society. It's like a “you hit me, so
| hit you back” attitude. Unfortu-
nately, an eye for an eye only
makes the world blind.

Most offensive to me are
James Tate'santi-Metroarticles.
Tate described Metro as being
about one step worse than the

DR. MANNING MARABLE

fessor of History and Political
Science, and Director of the
African-American Studies Insti-
tute, Columbia University, New
York City. “Along the Color Line"
appearsinover250publications
and is broadcast by 75 radio
stations throughout the United
States and internationally.

Nazi SS troops. He contends

that Metro conspires to hold
down the Black community by
citing specific cases of corrup-
tion or brutality.

Metro mustmake thousands
upon thousands of arrests every
year-andout of these, less than
a handful warrant a civil com-
plaint. Compare this service
record with that of other occupa-
tions - repairmen, politicians,
priests - these jobs also have
their"bad apples,”but| don't see
other groups destroying the
entire profession.

Obviously, Tate's very liveli-
hood comes from the Black
community’s belief that there is
a Black vs. White struggle. (He
ends his article with “The
Struggle Continues!”) Don't you
see that Tateis playing the Black
community for fools? There
should be no reason for the
NAACP or the NAARPR toexist
if Blacks finger pointing ceased.
Imagine if Blacks ceased their
paranoid accusations of racism
and took responsibility for their
own lives; ceased their preoccu-
pation with skin color like the
(See Letters to Editor, Page 4)
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