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SOUL MATE

Can we talk? | mean can we
really talk? I'm referring to a
serious, persistent problem
among African-Americans. This
very serious matter has to do
with the relationships between
Black men and Black women.

How many unattached Afri-
can-American women are out
there looking for a soul mate?
The numbers are staggering to
say the least. In fact, many
people believe single Black men
can just about pick and choose
because there are so many
available African-American
women out there.

Despite the fact that eligible
Black men are in short supply,
Black women seem to be send-
ing mixed signals. On the one
hand they are motivated towant
a soul mate. But on the other
hand, many seem tumed offand
some even downright negative
towards Black men. Why? Many
say it's because Black men in
general aren't worth their salt.

How did Black women arive

at this harsh conclusion? Be-
causeofthefailure of some Black
men to take a leadership role in
Black life, they have to fill that
void. Ironically, Black women
often don't realize that as a re-
sultthey frequently have greater
opportunity in society by design
than their Black male counter-
parts.

But, rather than waste pre-
cious energy focusing on the
problem, | want to dwell more so
on potential solutions. In that
regard, let's look at how racial
groups have successfully dealt
with male-female relationships.
Almost without exception, oth-
ers focus on the empowerment
of their males.

How do you empower some-
one? The answer is, in subtle
and overt ways.

It may sound comy to some,
but empowerment comes in the
form of encouragement, in rec-
ognition that the male’s role is
one of caring for and nurturing

(See Ray Willis, Page 4)
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"METRO CROCODILE TEARS”
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| recently interviewed with
KCEP on a talk show hosted by
Carlton Booth. The title of the
program is “Policing the Com-
munity.” Itairs Friday aftemoons
at 1:00 p.m. The supposed pur-
pose of the program is to allow
representatives from the Metro-
politan Police Department to
interact with people from the
community and sort problems
with Metro. It is a good theory.
However, it appears that much
of the time that only one Metro
representative appears by him-
self, which gives a somewhat
one sided view of the situation.
There was a Lieutenant Carl
Fruge from Metro on the pro-
gram that | appeared. Lieuten-
ant Fruge made comical, al-
though potentially dangerous
statements. 1. He was angry at
me personally, and | suggested
to the lieutenant that if he has a
personal problem with me that
we should settle thatin the park-
ing lot. 2. He did not agree that
the situation with the Metropoli-
tan Police Department is a per-
sonal problem but a community
wide problem. 3. Lieutenant
Fruge also attempted to prove
that this was an issue of the
police department vs. the black
community. However, as the
NAARPR has maintained all
along, itis clear from the public
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andwritten statements fromboth
myselfand the organization, that
this is a community wide prob-
lem.

It has often been a tactic on
the part of the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department to try to split the
community along racial lines.
Thisis the lowestand mostbase
form of overt racism, and the
police department should be
severely chastised for even at-
tempting to engageinit. Indeed,
itis this out of control arrogance
and vicious demeanor that con-
demns the entire organization of
Metro. Until such activity is
clearly banned fromtheir behav-
jor pattern, there will continue to
be problems with the Metropoli-
tan Police Department. Itis also
clear from there behavior, their
mind set, and their public pro-
nouncement ,that this organiza-
tion definitely needs civilian
control of it's activities and it's
persona.

In the interim, it might be a
good idea for the Metro Police
Department and Lieutenant
Fruge in particular, to brush up
on their debating skills, at least,

to make their approach interest-
ing enough to keep me from
falling asleep after a night on
call. Perhaps, they should get
more than one police represen-
tative sothat when one stumbles,
as they seem to have a propen-
sity to do, the other can take
over.

Finally, for Lt. Fruge, the
name of the newspaper is the
“Sentinel Voice™ not the “Voice
Sentinel”, and so that you will
not have to hunt for a pair of
scissors, we will personally send
you a copy of this article. In the
meantime, you might want to
fork out the $15.00 for a sub-
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scription to the “Sentinel Voice”
and then you can atleast look at
the article before appearing on
the air. La Lucha Continua! The
Struggle Continues!
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Abmo Ilkethe K, wouid have to say itain't
50. On the contrary, blacks have worked to gain
unprecedented levels of discriminating American
hierarchy. Just when they try to write us off, we
find that blacks maintain the highest ratingsin TV,
and the recording industry. You can'twatch TV.or
go toa movie, without seeing a leading black star
orco-star. Blacks are the most famous endorsers
- of all advertising products. From soaptosoda to
tennis shoes; they can't do without us! -

Inathletics ourachievements are unmafched!

_media un!ygwes us access lo btackcrackand
crime. Pradlc!abief

' 1970’3 I can remember the AM black radm sta-'

. tion going off the air at 5 p.m. In the blink of an
, eye, we not only have a fully functioning FM

; :stanoeatmsa todaywecover;ta]i

and accountablhty by dlscnmsnamg “good ole
boys” is over!

ldmthave 10 go any further on that one, after peace...

some of me new: contracts. | will mention that
some whites were frustrated the amount of
rmneymese young biack “men were m

..I_n_ educahon_ blackgolteges and scholarsare

that we don’t even hear about. America's white

émﬂon b’ututmwhas theiaeﬂ'w to deal with

 This valley, which not even 50 years agowas
caiied the Mississippi of the West, can now boast
a thrving black population, who ain't havin’ it!
Withthelikes of Lee Brown, James Tate, Assem-
blyman Williams, the monopoly of information

Yesthat12 yearswas long. They threw crack,
cnme, police brutality, poverty, unemployment,
and racism at our rank and file, but as usual we
just got stronger. The black race isn't in trouble
and itneverwas oreverwill be! We will always be
TOO STRONG, TOO PROUD, TOO BLACK!
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