
LOCAL STUDENT TRAVELS TO AFRICA; 
TOURS FORMER SLAVE AUCTION SITE 

Booker Burney Jr. (Right) stands in front of slave quarters with 
tour guide “Cede” 

By Muhammad Abdullah 
Booker T. Burney, Jr., a 

senior Pre-Medidne/Psychology 
major at the University of Ne- 
vada, Reno, and son of local 
barber and community activist 
Booker T. Burney Sr. owner of 
HairUnlimited recently returned 
from a seven day, six night trip to 

Senegal, Africa. 
Burney Jr. was among the 

top ten students who entered a 

nationwide essay contest spon- 
sored by Pepsi Cola Company. 

The essay contest, entitled 
“Pepsi-Cola Heritage and Pride 
Essay Contest,” asked the ques- 
tion, “What do you think has 
been the most significant contri- 
bution to African-American life 
in the past 20 years and why?” 

Burney J r. first won the school 
level prize of $250 cash and the 
“Eyes On the Prize” video cas- 

sette. Then he competed at the 
state level where the prize was 

$500 and a Black History Month 

leather jacket. 
All 50 states then submitted 

one contestant to compete for 
the national grand prize trip to 

Senegal, Africa. Burney Jr. was 

among the final ten contestants 
selected for the trip. 

Apprehension ran deep for 
Burney Jr. because he did not 

really know to expect. 
“I was kind of nervous about 

going to Africa,’’ recalled Burney 
Jr. “But I was excited to see how 
warm and hospitable the people 
were,” he said. 

Booker Jr.’s grand Prize trip 
included a flight for two Booker 
T. Burney Sr. accompanied him 
on the trip from McCarran Air- 
port to New York City where they 
joined the nine other winners 
and their guests as well as the 
Pepsi-Cola Company hosts on 

an Air Afrique flight to Dakar, 
Senegal. 

Also included in the travel 
package was a double occu- 

MILLER ANNOUNCES $400,000 GIANT 
FOR DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Governor Bob Miller an- 

nounced recently that the Ne- 
vada Department of Transpor- 
tation has received a $400,000 
federal grant to begin a year- 
long study to improve traffic flow 
in the Las Vegas area. 

“Something has to be done 
about alleviating traffic conges- 
tion in Las Vegas and this study 
to help traffic flow is necessary,” 
Miller said. 

Miller is the National Gover- 
nors’ Association lead governor 
on infrastructure and had been 
the lead governor on surface 
transportation for the past year 
and a half. 

The funds will be used to 

develop a master plan for im- 
plementation of Intelligent Ve- 
hicle Highway System (IVHS) 
technologies in Las Vegas. The 

IVHS study is intended to ex- 

plore opportunities which would 
help alleviate traffic congestion 
while reducing air pollution in 
Las Vegas. 

Among some of the areas 

the study will address include a 

system that warns motorists of 
upcoming hazardous conditions 
such as accidents or construc- 

tion, better mass transit and 
tourist information, a mass tran- 
sit and commercial vehicle track- 
ing system and advanced traffic 
monitoring and management 
system. 

The IVHS is part of the na- 

tionwide Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) of 1991. NDOT and the 
Clark County Regional Trans- 
portation Commission will over- 

see the study. 

pancy hotel room; two meals per 
day; sightseeing; sports and 
other activities. 

Booker Jr. wrote in his essay 
that he felt that Alex Haley’s 
“Roots" series was what he 
considered the most significant 
contribution to the lives and 
minds of African-Americans. 

One excerpt of his essay read 
as follows: “Through the drama, 
many African-Americans were 

educated on their proud and vivid 
ancestry for the very first time. 
This gave birth to a sense of 
pride that Black America had not 
been infected with for decades 
beforehand. Attitudes and con- 

descension stemming from ig- 
norance on one’s past evolved 
into a respect of African-Ameri- 
can origins." 

“Roots was created and told 
in the ancient African-American 
traditions of storytelling. Haley 
credits his elders who passed 
these family tales down to him. 

Older Black Americans were 

reminded of it’s responsibility of 
educating the next generations. 
African-Americans cannot de- 
pend on the American school 
system to educate black students 
on history that is overiooked, 
discredited and unwritten." 

(See Local Student, Page 21) 

Homes are 

getting more 

affordable at 
an astounding 

rate. 
No Points 

75% 
Interest 

• Rate 

74% 
Annual 

* Percentage Rate 

How do we take a pretty astounding rate and make it even better? 

Well, how about no points, no application fee, no appraisal fee, no docu- 

ment preparation fee and no credit report fee. Even better, right? 
This rate also comes with the convenience of automatic transfer for 

your payments, so you’ll need to have a Bank of America checking 
account. We’ll make that easy too. We’ll waive the monthly service 

charge for a whole year. 

This offer is only available for a limited time, so call any BofA 

branch or your real estate professional for details. If you’ve been thinking 
about buying or refinancing, this is the one offer that really rates. 

Banking on America™ 

Bank of America 

Available on selected first mortgage ARM loans with automatic payment from a Bank of America personal checking account. The interest rate 
is in effect for the first six months and may increase thereafter. Monthly service charge is waived for 12 months on selected 
personal checking accounts. (Charges for overdraft and other account-related services still apply.) Pre-payment penalty and other 
restrictions may apply. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. ©1993, Bank of America Nevada. Member FDIC. 

EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


