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"ALONG THE COLOR LINE”

BEYOND BLACK AND WHITE

By Dr. Manning Marable

Growing up in Dayton, Ohio,
in the fifties and sixties, | lived in
aworldwhich was almost exclu-
sively “black™ and “white.” My
family’s home was on the “black”
West Side of town, where the

vast majority of African-Ameri-
cans lived. Working-class white
ethnicslivedinthe smallwooden
homes in East Dayton; the well-
to-do whites lived in Oakwood
and other affluent suburbs. We
are vaguely aware that the white

community was subdivided into
divergent and sometimes bick-
efing neighborhoods. But we
always knew that the basic ra-
cial division was between black
and white.

A generation later, America
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SCHOOL DAZE '93

As the school bells beg

to ring and the buses slan lo
roll next week, it's just small
signs that remind us that it's
time to get serious about one
of the most important values
we can support and build on.
The value of education, Edu-
cation is the best investment
we can make as a community
to build long range progress
and stability.

More importantly, educa-
tion should not be something
that we just let happen. But
rather we should all be full
participants in it's focus, di-
rection, substance and fair-
ness. Education, justlike other
factors that so greatly affect
ourlives, reed our full partici-
pation and not our observa-
tion. By the same token, edu-
cation just like all other fac-
tors that so greatly affect our
lives, is affected, if not totally
controlled by politics.

The majority of the policy
that govems the educational
process’is set by the local
school board. However, the
Nevada State Legislature set
overall policy for Nevada’s
seventeen school districts.

Thejustended 1993 legis-
lature dealt with a number of
education issues that we
should be aware of as the
new school year kicks into
gear next week. First let's
look at the area of pupils. One
of the most controversial bills
from the 1993 sessions con-
cems the use of corporal
punishment in schools. Sen-
ate bill 354 prohibits the use

of corporal punishment in public
schools. The new law defines
intentional infiiction of physical
pain or physical restraint as a
disciplinary technique forpupils.

The bill also clarifies that
corporal punishment does not
include the use of reasonable
and necessary force to prevent
injuries tooneselforto others, to
prevent the destruction of prop-
erty, to take a weapon or to
escort a disruptive pupil who
refuses to go voluntarily with the
proper authorities.

Also in the area of the pupils,
the legislature also passed
AB527 which was proposed by
students from the Horizon High
School South, which authorizes
schools, with the approval of the
state board of education, to es-
tablish altemative programs for
the education of pupils at risk of
dropping out of high school.
AB427 which was proposed by
MorseArberryisalsoanew state
law. This measure prohibits a
student from camying or pos-
sessing a beeper, poriable tele-
phone or any similar device on
school grounds. A students may
carry or possess such a device
only with the written consent of
the school principal.

Another area where new
state laws were enacted is the
area of school safety. The legis-
lature dealt with emergency
disaster drills, school buses,
traffic control in school zones,
as well as protecting students
and personnel from assaults.

Some of these bills include
Senate Bill 47 which authorizes
schools to conduct drills to in-

struct pupils about appropriate
emergency procedures in the
event of a chemical explosion or
natural disaster. Previous law
required schools, to conduct
monthly fire drills. This measure
allows school districts to substi-
tute up to three disaster type
exercisesduringthe yearinplace
of the same number of fire drills.
AB75 expands the penalty for
certain crimes committed on
school property. The new law
provides that possession of a
dangerous weapon while loiter-
ing, trespassing, vandalizing, or
creating any other nuisance on
school grounds increases the
offense from a misdemeanor to
a gross misdemeanor.
Alongthe same lines, AB192
proposed by your truly, requires
the board of trrustees for each
school district to establish pro-
cedures to be followed by police
officers whenarresting pupils on
school grounds during school
hours. The policy also must
address conditions under which
a school's chief administrative
officer is notified about an ar-
rest. In the area of curriculum,
ABB43, now law, requires the
superintendent of pupil instruc-
tion to establish pilot programs
to develop intemships to train
pupils to serve as apprenticesin
businesses. The internships
must be designed for pupils in
grades 11 and 12 and must al-
low the pupils to eam academic
credit. Also AB578 requires the
state board to establish acourse
of study in adult roles and re-
sponsibilities to prepare pupils
for their potential roles as par-

is rapidly becoming a diverse
mixture Of ethnic groups and
languages. The Census Bureau
recently reportedthatas of 1990,
one person in seven among the
nation’s 230 million residents
over the age of five, either grew
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ents andas members of family
groups. Child abuse was also
considered and AB529 re-
quires districts to establish a
programof instruction relating
to child abuse for pupils in
kindergarten and grades 1-6.
The program must include
instruction regarding the types
of child abuse and the meth-
ods to recognize, report, pre-

vent, and stop abuse.

A number of bills were also
enacted addressing educa-
tional reform. Two of these
measures deal with site-based
management. Site-based
decision making is an ap-
proach to educational reform
thatallowsanindividual school
to make it's own decisions
conceming finances and cur-
riculum. SB91and AB290both
addressed this concept.

These are only some ofthe
new laws affecting education
that you should be aware of. If
you would like more informa-
tion on these and others, drop
aline at the Las Vegas Senti-
nel-Voice.

And finally, don't miss the
big Back to School fair on
Saturday August 21 at the
Martin Luther King Center,
hosted by the MLK Commit-
tee, the Marable Manor Resi-
dent Council and the Kappa
League. Free school supplies,
haircuts and more. The ad-
dress is 1316 Morgan Street.
Don't forget, knowledge is
power - pass it on.

up or is currently speaking a
language other than English.
About 32 million Americans now
consider English a “foreign lan-
guage.”

The largest single group of
non-English language speakers
are Latinos, Between 1980 and
1990, the number of Americans
who speak Spanish in their
homes overthe age of five years
jumped to 50 percent, from 11.5
million to 17.3million. During the
same decade, therewasasharp
increase in the numberof speak-
ersof Asianlanguages: Chinese
(1.2 million speakers), Tagalog,
the main language of the Philip-
pines (850,000), Korean
(625,000), Vietnamese

(510,000) and Japanese
(430,000). The single fastest-
growing language since 1990
was Mon-Khmer, spoken by
Cambodians, -who- increased
from 16000f0127m0 ore7’e
percent. The states with the
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highest percentages of citizens
who speak a foreign language
are New Mexico, with 34 per-
cent, followed by Califomia (32
percent), Texas (25 percent),
Hawaii (25 percent), and New
York (23 percent).

The influx of new immigrants
from South and Central Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, Asia and
Africa, has sparked a series of
political andlegal controversies.
In the state of Califomia, Eng-
lish-speaking residents are
expressing anger and hostility
about the growth of the Latino
and Asian population. Last year
alone, more than 300,000 people
from foreign countries moved to
Califomia. About 300,000 un-
documented immigrants in the

(See A.'ong Color Lma, Pg21)

Several times the Citizens
Area Transit has advertised in
the Sentinel Voice seemingly en-
couraging black people or pa-
tronize their bus service.

The reality is that their serv-
ice is the only one in existence
so do we really have a choice?

Approximately fifty percent
of the drivers appear to be black
but that is by no means a sign
that racism is not alive and well
within the company as well asin
it's treatment of black riders.

We've been struggling with

this company for months over a
simple issue like bus drivers
adhering to their company pol-
icy of calling ahead to connect-
ing bus lines and asking those
lines to wait the prescribed five
minutes for a connecting line.

The attitude of the director
when confronted about it's driv-
ers' failure to honor their own
company policy has been sexist
as well as racist.

The entire system appears
to need a simple mathematical
(See Letters to Editor, Page 4)
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