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Battle, St. Petersburg Philhar- 
monic, Principal Dancers of the 
New York City Ballet and Yo-Yo 

Ma are just some of the spec- 
tacular performances that will 

SOMETHING WITHIN ME” CELEBRATES THE 
ARTS AS A FORCE FOR POSITIVE CHANGE 

Bill Cosby hosts Award- 

Winning Documentary, Pre- 
miering Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 8 at 8 p.m. EST on PBS 

In the heart of New York’s 
South Bronx, a small Catholic 
grade school has made giant 
leaps in creating hope for chil- 
dren who live in one of the 
country’s poorest communities, 
a place plagued by drugs, vio- 
lence, and crime. The school’s 
“secret weapon”? The arts. 

SOMETHING WITHIN ME, 
an award-winning documentary 
film premiering Wednesday, 
September 8 at 8 p.m. EST 
(check local listings) on PBS, 
profiles St. Augustine’s School 
of the Arts, where a unique cur- 

riculum centered on the arts, 
especially music, unleashed the 
creative and intellectual poten- 
tial of young people, raised test 
scores and enrollment, and 
earned the admiration of par- 
ents and educators nationwide. 

Hosted by actor-comedian 
Bill Cosby, SOMETHING 
WITHIN ME was the winner of 
the Audience Award, the 
Filmmakers’ Trophy, and a 

Special Jury prize at the prestig- 
ious 1993 Sundance Film Festi- 
val. The hour-long film is pre- 
sented on PBS by Thirteen/ 
WNET. 

Rimed entirely on location at 
the school, SOMETHING 
WITHIN ME follows the students, 
teachers, and parents of St. 
Augustine’s during the course of 
the 1991 fall term, mixing en- 

lightening interviews with engag- 
ing footage of the children in the 
classroom, in rehearsal, and in 
performance. 

By 1985, St. Augustine’s 
enrollment had dropped so low 
the school was in danger of clos- 
ing down. Father Robert Jeffers, 
the school’s director, ap- 
proached Thomas J. Pilecki, a 

concert pianist and St. Augusti- 
nes’ music teacher who ran it’s 
successful after-school music 
program. Challenged to develop 
a new curriculum, Pilecki inte- 

grated the arts into the instruc- 
tion of reading, math, history, 
geography and literature, so that 
each subject would reinforce the 
other. 

“The arts fuel the academic, 
and the academic fuels the arts,” 
notes principal Pilecki, who was 

named a Reader’s Digest 
American Hero in Education this 
year. “There are different intelli- 

gences that might not be cov- 

ered in one area or in the class- 
room. But if they have the expe- 
rience of many different types of 
learning, those differences in 
intelligence will all be dealt with." 

Each student at St. 
Augustine’s, regardless of his or 

her talent or ability (there are no 

auditions for admission), stud- 
ies music theory, learns piano 
and a second instrument, plays 
in ensembles, sings in chorus, 
and takes a rigorous academic 
schedule, including science, 
math and humanities courses. 

The goal of the curriculum is not 
to turn out professional musi- 
cians, but to graduate eighth 
graders who have discovered 
the satisfaction of learning and 
developed the discipline and self- 
confidence to overcome the dif- 
ficult challenges of life in the 
South Bronx. 

SOMETHING WITHIN ME 
captures this unique philosophy 
of education by moving from 
rehearsal rooms to classrooms 
to counseling sessions. In music 
theory class, the session begins 
with classical music and medita- 
tion. Gary Schall, the teacher, 
calls the class “basically an 

English, math, and music class 
all rolled up into one." In dance 
class, students learn how to do 
an assemble, while in the sec- 

ond-grade humanities class, 
students get a taste of African 
history by performing the trium- 

phal scene from the opera “Aida;” 
and seventh graders discuss 
values through a reading of the 
play “Twelve Angry Men." 

Despite monetary setbacks, 
the curriculum’s positive effect 
is quantifiable. In the course of 
the last eight years, St. 
Augustine’s enrollment has 
tripled approximately 400 stu- 
dents (96 percent are African- 
American, the rest Hispanic and 
Asian). Most significantly, read- 
ing and math scores, which were 

previously among the lowest in 
the South Bronx district, are 

presently among the highest. 
St. Augustine’s teacher Gary 

Schall notes: “Reports have been 
published [stating that] arts 

education, music education is 
basically becoming extinct. It’s 
dying, and people aren’t realiz- 
ing the implications of this at all. 

(See Something, Page 14) 

VEGAS INSTANT PAGE 

a rvKrAtu 

COMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANV 

3763 HOWARD HUGHES PKWY. STE. 100 
LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 09109 

(702)892-1200 

TT • \ Hair by 
Victor Tatum 
Award Winning Stylist 
• Innovation Curl 
• Precision Haircuts 
• Custom styles 
• Perms 
• Relaxes 

Appointments Only 364-5960 
Paul Mitchell System For The ”90's 

be featured in the prestigious 
Charles Vanda Master Series 
this coming season at the Uni- 
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

“In celebration of our 18th 
season, we are presenting Las 
Vegas with a true season of 
masters. It will be a delight for 
everyone who loves music and 
great art,” said Rick Romito, 
director of the Performing Arts 
Center. “We were determined to 

provide not only the greatest 
music available in the world this 
year, but in addition we wanted 
to provide ouraudiences with an 

opportunity to enjoy the best of a 

variety of classical genres. 
“Kathleen Battle, who opens 

our series for example, is one of 
the most-acclaimed singers of 
our time. Yo-Yo Ma is consid- 
ered by many to be the foremost 
cellist in the world. And similarly, 
Mummenschanz is considered 
the foremost mime entertain- 
ment throughout the world," said 
Romito. 

The season opens October 
8 with Kathleen Battle, whose 

lyric soprano voice and unique 
artistry have captivated audi- 
ences around the world. Battle 
appears regularly with the 
world’s great opera companies 
and symphony orchestras and 

KATHLEEN BATTLE 
has toured extensively in recit- 

als across the United States, 
Canada, Europe and the Far 
East. 

Her many recordings and 
television appearances have 

brought her voice and musician- 
ship into millions of homes world 
wide. She has received critical 
acclaim from the world press. 
Bernard Holland of the New Yorto 

Times wrote, One never stops 
wondering at Ms. Battle’s pris- 
tine musicality and flawless de- 
livery..." 

On October 14, there will be 
a performance of the St. Peters- 
burg Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Formerly the Leningrad Philhar- 
monic, the St. Petersburg Or- 
chestra is Russia’s oldest sym- 
(See Charles Vanda, Page 14) 
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Mp« SentineWoice 
Is now available city-wide at the 
following Vons & Lucky's locations 

LUCKY'S 
Nellis and Vegas Valley 

4120 S. Rainbow 
6850 W. Flamingo 

610 N.Nellis 
724 Boulder Hwy. 

2851 Green Valley Pkwy. 
2400 E. Bonanza 

2023 E. Lake Mead 
4500 E. Tropicana 
1001 S. Rainbow 

4880 Spring Mtn. 
1501 N. Decatur 

1760 E. Charleston 
1300 E. Flamingo 

2747 Maryland Pkwy. 
4420 E. Bonanza 
1200 S. Decatur 

2300 E. Tropicana 
3121 N. Rancho 

3736 E. Desert Inn 
J 

f VONS 
Sahara & Decatur 

Rainbow & Flamingo 
Decatur & Meadows 
Cheyenne & Jones 
Cheyenne & LVBN 

Sahara & Nellis 
Twain & Cambridge 

Tropicana & Maryland 
Eastern & Desert Inn 

Russell & Pecos 
Charleston & Lamb 
Sunset & Stephanie 

V_Boulder City_/ 


