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IT'S THE CLASSROOM, STUPID!

Making Teachers, Students, and
America Competitive Through Whole
Teaching - Whole Learning

PARTI

By Victor P. Maiorana, Ph.D.

Why is the reform of Ameri-
can education stalled? Why is
little headway being made in
studentachievementand gradu-
ation rates? Isn't this the great-
est mystery in education today?
Years and years of research,
studies, reports, grants, pro-
grams, books, articles, and dol-
lars and yet student achieve-
mentin content comprehension
and in gaining essential think-
ing, reading, and writing skills

NAACP
EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

The NAACP Education Commit-
tee is dedicated to providing in-
formational programs and be-
coming a liaison regarding edu-
cational opportunities to the
Southem Nevada Community.

They plan to accomplish this by
utilizing parents, community
groups| private. industiy; institu-

HORS 6T Highey lea i) public’

and private school systems in
Southem Nevada, churches,and
concemed citizens.
Thepurpose of this committeeis
notonly todistribute scholarship
dollars, but to be a community
resource of where scholarship
applications, financial aid serv-
ices and other programs can be
found,

Theyare committed to beliefthat
access to education is a con-
cem of all of us, not just the
school or the student. They will
provide this access.

The committee is committed to
educating students, before they
enter high school, to prepare
themto continue their education
after high school.

They will develop seminars on
financial aid, scholarships, pre-
paring for college, and applying
for college, and endeavor to
remain committed to providing
valuable services tothe commu-
nity with the hope that this can
contribute to more of our young
people going on to higher edu-
cation.

They will encourage these stu-
dents participationin NAACP ac-
tivities, as well as i
into NAACP. It is important for
the students to have the backing
of an organization of strength
such as the NAACP.

continues to fall and drop-out
rales are a national disgrace.
Why?

We are looking in the wrong
places for solutions. We con-
tinue to rely on the manager's,
poliician’s and social scientist’'s
solutions to educational reform.
School vouchers, school-based
management, curriculum rede-
sign, theme schools, articulation
agreements, testing standards,
and outcomes-based education
are all organizational ap-
proaches to reform. They do not
alter the universally employed
rote-inducing approach to edu-
cation that now suffocates the
actualacts of teachingand leam-
ing. Soitis nosurprise that taken
individually, or together, these

“solutions™ have little or no im-
pact on student achievement.
So we face a paradox: we seek
to solve an educational problem
with non-educational means. Is
it any wonder that the educa-
tional reform movement is
stalled.

Now here is an incredibly
radical idea: to fix what is wrong
educationally with American
schools and colleges we must
employ educational solutions.
We mustchange the very nature
of teaching and leaming in the
classroom and in instructional
materials. We must grow the
Natural Analyst that is present
ineachofourstudents. Allteach-
ersinall disciplines musthelpall
studentsdevelopanalytical skills
in thinking, speaking, and prob-
lem solving. Such leamer-cen-
tered simultaneity, such contex-
tual literacy, such whole teach-
ing - whole leaming, must be-

(See Classroom, Page 11)
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PROMOTING LITERACY!
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Susan Bailey, Manager of Community Relations, Phillip Morris Companies inc., third from left,
joins participants at a community picnic celebrating the start of the Gateway: Paths to Adult
Leaming Literacy program in Los Angeles. With her are, from left: Ezekiel Mobley, Executive
Director, United Neighborhood Council; State Senator Teresa Hughes (D-25th Senate District)
and Gregg Hewkin, Operations Manager, Breyers Ice Cream Company. The picnic was hosted
by Breyers, a local subsidiary of Kraft General Foods and by Phillip Morris Companies Inc.,
Gateway's national sponsor. “Gateway can move literacy to the forefront of the agenda in this
growing community of South Central Los Angeles and in the general L.A. area,” said Bailey.
Gateway uses specially-trained volunteer tutors whose instructional techniques are based on the
confidence-building theory that every adult leamer already possesses many applicable skills. To
qualify as a volunteer tutor, an applicant needs a high school diploma or equivalent. Leamers and
tutors can call the Gateway hotline at (800) 766-2828.

VALUE CHECKING.

ChecKing Account

If you’re tired of paying high fees
for every check you write, check out:

CHECKING

It MaKes Sense. It Saves Money.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 734-5777

YOUR FULL SERVICE BANK FOR LOANS
FROM HOME EQUITY TO CARS

IF WE WERE YOU,
WE’D BANK WITH US.

Nevadza’s Bank
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