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(LARK COUNTY LIBRARY DIS'I'IIIC'I' DIRECTOR
FORCED TO RESIGN AT RECENT BOARD MEETING

By Muhammad Abdullah

Amidst numerous demonstrations
and protests held by residents of West
Las Vegas centering around budget
appropriations, lack of sufficient publi-
cations by African American authors,
insensitivity to the concems of the Afri-
can American community and other
concems, the Clark County Library
District Board took action on Wednes-
day, July 14, 1993, and voted for the
resignation of Charles Hunsberger as
Director.

Hunsberger was Library District
Director for twenty-two years and has
been the subject of controversy..for
several of those years, specifically rela-
tive to his handling of the West Las
Vegas Library.

Attempts had been made on numer-
ous occasions to shut down the West
Las Vegas Libraryduring Hunsberger's
tenure which resulted in protests and

Slate Assemblyman Wendell P. Williams (left), Diane Wilson, Chairman Las
Vegas Library Board of Trustees (center), and Charles Hunsberger, Director
of the Library District, presented their opposing viewpoints concerning the
operation and management of the Clark County Library District last Nov.

well as non-African American sympa-

demonstrations by area residents, as

thizers who would not stand idly by and

Phato by Savoy/LVS-Voice
watch the closing of the only library in
the predominantly African-American
community.

(See Library District, Page 11)
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Awards presentation.

Maude Hmfn was recently awarded with the 1993 Rose Award by the
Professional Black Women's Alliance during their 7th Annual Rose
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CHAVIS ANNOUNCES S2 MILLION START ON
$100 MILLION NAACP ENDOWMENT FUND

One of the mostimportant figures at
the 20th century, Nelson Mandela,
President of the African National Con-
gress, was the first speaker, and Dr.
Dorothy|. Height, dean of the civil rights
movement and President of the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women was the
last, as the NAACP, the nation’s oldest
andlargestcivil rights organization, held
it's 1993 Annual Convention in Indian-
apolis, In.

In the days between Mr. Mandela
and Dr. Height, the more than 25,000
convention attendees heard major
presentations from a full roster of na-
tional figures; were buoyed by the
announcement of a multi-million dollar
gift to the NAACP; participated in more
than a score of workshops and forums;
saluted over a thousand of the brightest
African-American youngsters in the
Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technologi-
cal and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO),
and took partin a myriad of other activi-

The official convention ran from
Sunday, July 11th through Thursday,
July 15th, but on Saturday, July 10th, a
specially arranged session provided a
forum for Mr. Mandela, attended by

decisive point.

Within a few months, South Africa
will hold it's first multi-racial election,
and one of the purposes of Mr.
Mandela's visit to the States was to
raise funds for that election. His plea at

“‘Community developmentandeconomic | 4
development are high on our agenda as

we move into the 21st Century”
Dr. Benjamin Chavis, NAACP
Executive Director

more than 12,000 persons scattered in
three cavemous locations at the Indi-
ana Convention Center, and linked by
television.

During his thirty minute speech, Mr.
Mandela said, after linking the struggle
of blacks in the U.S. with the struggles
in Africa, said the struggle for democ-
racy and decent treatment of people in
South Africa has reached a critical and

the NAACP Convention raised more
than $50,000.

On Sunday night, the newly elected
NAACP Executive Director, Dr. Ben-
jamin F. Chavis, made his first address
to a national gathering of the NAACP,
electrifying the audience with the dra-
matic announcement of a $2 million
commitment from the estate of the late

(See NAACP, Page 11)




